PUBLISHING POLICY

Publishing & Editorial Policies

Defence Scientific Information and Documentation Centre (DESIDOC) of Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO), bring out three international, open access, research

journals.

1. Defence Science Journal
2. Defence Life Science Journal
3. DESIDOC Journal of Library and Information Technology

Following are the major DESIDOC publishing and Editorial Policies:

» Open Access Policies

The published article is made freely available, immediately to everyone
Article Processing Charges (APC): No fee is charges for publication
Author (s) are permitted to self-archive the published version permanently

The articles of journals are licensed under Creative Commons License: CC Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 2.5 India

> Peer-Reviewed Process

We follow double-blind review, which means that both the reviewer and author

identities are concealed from each other throughout the review process. The review
system follows minimum two-round of the independent peer-review process. Journal
makes full confidentiality among authors and reviewers and does not take biased deci-
sion. Our editorial team takes comments/opinion of minimum two reviewers on a man-
uscript before taking any decision.

> Submission Policies

When you submit a manuscript, we will take it to mean that the manuscript has not
already been published or submitted elsewhere. You may not submit your manu-
script elsewhere while it is under consideration at DESIDOC journals.

The primary affiliation for each author should be the institution where the majority
of their work was done and amount of actual work of each should be reflected in
the Contributors. If an author has subsequently moved, the current address may also
be stated.

We reserve the right to reject a paper even after it has been accepted, if it becomes

apparent that there are serious problems with its scientific content, or our publishing
policies have been violated.
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English Language

All manuscripts must be presented in native standard English. Authors for whom
English is a second language are encouraged to seek assistance in writing from a
native speaker. Manuscripts written in poor English will not be sent for review.

The author has to submit a 'Language Editing Certificate’ from any professional
agency or a native English-language expert, whenever the editorial team asked for
it.

Confidentiality and Pre-Publicity

We believe, that the submitted manuscript and all communication with authors and
reviewers as confidential. Authors must also treat communication with us as confi-
dential; correspondence with journal, referee reports and other confidential material
must not be posted on any website or otherwise publicized without prior permission
from the DESIDOC, regardless of whether or not the submission is eventually pub-
lished.

Presentation and discussion of material submitted to DESIDOC journals at scien-
tific meetings is encouraged. Authors are free to publish abstracts in conference
proceedings and to distribute preprints of submitted or 'in press' papers to profes-
sional colleagues, but not to the media. Material in a contribution submitted to
DESIDOC journals may also have been published as part of a PhD or other aca-
demic thesis.

Availability of Materials and Data

An inherent principle of publication is that others should be able to replicate and
build upon the authors' published claims. Supporting data must be made available
to Editorial Board Members and reviewers at the time of submission for the
purposes of evaluating the manuscript. Reviewers may be asked to comment on the
terms of access to materials, methods and/or data sets; we reserve the right to refuse
publication in cases where authors do not provide adequate assurances that they can
comply with the publication's requirements for sharing materials.

Digital Image Integrity and Standards

High-resolution images are required at the initial submission. When a paper is ac-
cepted, the publishing team will request high-resolution files suitable for publica-
tion. All digitized images submitted with the final revision of the manuscript should
be minimum 300 DPI or as requested by publishing team.

A certain degree of image processing is acceptable for publication (and for some
experiments, fields and techniques is unavoidable), but the final image must cor-

rectly represent the original data and conform to community standards.

Images gathered at different times or from different locations should not be com-
bined into a single image, unless it is stated that the resultant image is a product of
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time-averaged data or a time-lapse sequence. The use of touch-up tools, such as
cloning and healing tools in Photoshop, or any feature that deliberately obscures
manipulations, is to be avoided.

*  When submitting revised final figures upon conditional acceptance, authors may be
asked to submit original, unprocessed images.

» Correction and Retraction

Publishable amendments must be represented by a formal online notice because
they affect the publication record and/or the scientific accuracy of published infor-
mation. Where these amendments concern peer-reviewed material, they fall into one of
three categories: erratum, corrigendum or retraction.

» Erratum- Notification of an important error made by the journal that affects the
publication record or the scientific integrity of the paper, or the reputation of the
authors or the journal.

» Corrigendum- Notification of an important error made by the author(s) that affects
the publication record or the scientific integrity of the paper, or the reputation of the
authors or the journal.

» Retraction- Notification of invalid results. All co-authors must sign a retraction
specifying the error and stating briefly how the conclusions are affected, and submit
it for publication. In cases where co-authors disagree, the publishing team will seek
advice from independent reviewers and impose the type of amendment that seems
most appropriate, noting the dissenting author(s) in the text of the published version.

» Copyright and Licensing

DESIDOC is the copyright holder of all the contents published the DESIDOC jour-
nals. Prior permission is required from the DESIDOC if more than permissible content
is reproduced in any form for publication with any publisher. However, DESIDOC pro-
vides permission to its author(s) over digital copies of articles authored/co-authored by
them under http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/in (Creative Commons
Attribution - NonCommercial - NoDerives 2.5 India).

You are free to:

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and in-
dicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any

way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

Non-Commercial — Y ou may not use the material for commercial purposes.
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No-Derivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not
distribute the modified material.

For promoting integrity in research and its publication, we follow the guidelines of the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) available at https://publicationethics.org/
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