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Al TURNS MAIN BATTLE TANK

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 17 Mar 2026

“ Al TURNS MAIN BATTLE TANK

| is rapidly moving from a back-end 2024, globat military expenditure touched berween 2015 and 2024, as governments
Aﬁala analysis tool to the frontlines a record $2.7 trillion, marking a 9.4% pour billions into Al-enabled weapons,

of modern warfare, helping militar- year-on-year increase — the sharpest rise cyber warfare systems, satellites and
ies accelerate target identification, battie- since the Cold War, data from Stockhalm autonomous drones, ET's Himanshi
field intelligence and mission planning in International Peace Research Institute Lohchab explains how Al is shaping mod-
canflicts frorg Ukraine ta West Asia. In shows. Military spending has risen 37% ern warfare:

Israel-Gaza Conflict

The Gospel (Habsora): Automated
target system which can identify
buildings and infrastructure 50
times faster than human intelligence
Lavender: to flag individuals sus-
pected of being militants based on
data lile sodial connections and
communication patterns.

Where's Daddy?: A tracking tool

to notify military operators when
targets marked by Lavender enter a
specific location such as their family
home to facilitate strikes.

Smart Shooters: Al-powered gun-
sights that assist In intercepting

; drones

United States China Ukraine-Russia War

$997 billion jon ° Military-Civil Fusior: = Autonomous Drones: Lo identify and strike tar-

% of GDP: 3.40% % ﬁ:v;""?tgxbg?:ﬂr;’f‘fatsor gets by hypassing Russian GPS jamming,

= The 2026 budget e In 2024, R&ED Alibaba's chips) are auto- g ““““mﬁ't "“r nd u‘!d hicles ‘ducvb-"]% . l
includes $384 billion spendln'g matically integrated into Deployment of arme gmund_ ro 10 S onr SIUDD v
for procurement and | sty military systems. runs, evacuations, and even direct combat.
RED $785.9 billion, = $70 bilfion 1o be invest- * DeltaSystem: Ukraine’s primary battlefield

= $9.8 billion specifically surpassing Us ed in compute clusters f\‘:‘;;D‘:“I"—jfnﬁvj;‘l*;"f:lo!‘fnssféltéﬁiﬁ';ffd?-rsgn\ézﬂ_mn -
for autonomous and for the first for training military- kbl e Fiigstindelelbatianiiod
unmanned systems time grade Al models ground reports (o provige commanders wi

real-time target lists,

Russia India

$149 biltion $93.5 billi B G-
= nion = Venezvela: The US military reportedly used
Of GDP: 6-7% % of GDP: 2.40% Anthropic's Claude Al wvia Palantir to coordinate
= Introduced 10-year = ©29.100 crore is allocated 1o RED a raid in Caracas that led to the capture of
defence moderr_lazatlgn = Mission Sudarshan Chakra: an Nicolas Maduro.
?Ian w“h:I gedlclate_ Al-enhanced air defence initiative being = Iran (Operation Epic Fury): Project Maven and
n‘i‘;ﬁ? on SVeop developed by DRDO and the Indian Navy Claude were used to nominate over 3,000 tar-

gets in a single week

*

yehees @SS, faceft IR 9 IS 8 9ad & R

Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 17 Mar 2026
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Killer Robots,drone swarms, cyberwarfare
Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 17 Mar 2026

INDIA'S MILITAIRY ROADMAP
Killer Robots,
Drone Swarms,
Cvberwarfare

Al policy looks to retain
‘meaningful human
oversight’, high on
industry collaboration

Lethal Al

™ A
Waapon Systaems (LAVWS),
CormuTrornily referred to as
“Hiller robots’. rep

one of the aarflest and

Manu Pubby

[ =4 v
apgpHicatiornss of Al: Folicy

New Dolh ndia’s new Al policy
in (hﬂ 1) llitu.r ¥ slomalin has endor-
hanl Autonomous Woapon

termns alongsicde dronoe swarms,
AT-driven ovberattacks nnd pre-
dictive batilefield analytics as co-
o capnbilities for future swarlare,

The trisorvicos AT pol h_y.d.luwu s
Dy Fleadguunstern Intearantod For-
e Seall, hae loerstiFied -su_mrul -
Lory uso cosos for AT and has pitched
for deop industry and ac rreis ol
Tabormtion, o mainomin an odgoe for
the armed forces, whilo retaining

“moan ingsial haman Gwversioht

Dimtad Msu«.h O, the policy decla
thnt thes oo fixrcos woill mtabllﬁhn
cded icnted dch-_ru:n cloud in the nears
Mature and mancdatos publle-privoado

erahips, jolnt reseasrch centres

with academia and an intellectual

Broperty fmuneworks balancing seou-

ity with cormmosrcinlisation.
Cfmos Tor e

En logistics, arnmrmed forcas
se= Al revolutionising
“warrfightine scamina”
Throush Smart
inventory, just-in-tim=
ammunition forecastine.
selif-drivine resupply
wehicles, drones and
robotic mules Nnavigating
tactical bartle arceas

AR iy to repince CAPACITY BUILDING
Fuuarruar soldiers Thigh-rislc eryvi-
ircl Broadors Al-enabled

It adds that drore swaesms oo
LAWWS varinmnts can Stresyugsthesn mrom
laen lal capabilities nod curront tech-

military ope-

L=

nologrical trencds supgest that thesve
willl o mransition o Jnoooanned
comibal operations in the meas term.
“Potentlal strateglic applications in-
ol LTIy Bormibirg
close-combart support across doons
ins and autonoImons borders or b
Bour patrale.' It reasds, ad
= pesrmeral Ln-zipl.c. mceaningfial hu-
IS OveEs bl b yyveon iy to braes)
whon such Bysmrrlsaro el

The policy places emmphasis on de-
weloping indigenowus Al modols tai-
lorad for military opserations, man—
dating the creation of”
dAntmarts firo

=
Armed forces will tralo, test and va-
lidato these models using dats go-

rator, delive-
ring Al literacy and trai-
ning seniors for data-
driven transformation

-‘JDDI leations belnge plaanedd thot
relincle AT powerecl v lwess e
dvhﬂ.’tlan acrosas avionlios and ma-
ritime systems, addressing con-
coerns that adversanloes will Wwenpo
nise Al Aagainst Indiam networks,
The armed forces also Soo n Trons-
formation in intelligenco, surveil
Lt @ indd Podariia beia bos Capalsill-
ties, with Al fusing electro-opticals
infiraased bnageery, radsa) sonan
avﬂust ic ound space- basoed focds i:nm

vernnance frameworks that ensure et ot doturos.
Aaccess Lo real-time operational doata ‘i hils *“will help commanders I'.‘;ﬂ‘]ll
wi i_h:k maimtaining conNdent inli roclictive enemy actlon analytlos
AT cyboerwa rfars also gets @ morn- @and  decision support systoms,
tiomn In the policy with defonsive O gy s g dleeiei o s e
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Source: Navbharat Times, Dt. 17 Mar 2026
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Amid mideast conflict : Navy will take part in US sub drill
Source: The Asian Age , Dt. 17 Mar 2026

_— - -
Amid Mideast fdinn T Ravy's A
- i reconnaissance
ireraft P-81 _has joined
w " FHOETERS S RIavy  UPigA
= Poseidon ailrcraft, one -
1 from the Japan
WIII h.ke m Maritime Self-Defensa
- Force ((JMSDF). P-8.4A
1 from the Royal
I.n Aunstralian Adr Force
(RAA, and P-84a from

the Rowal New Zealand

PAWAN BALI
Air Force (RNZAF) lors

NEW DELHI. MARCH 16 the multinational exer-
Amidst tensions in West- oee S loragon H2H o

. % ndersen i Orace
Asia, Indian Navy along {'-;nse,-, These exercises are
wiithh Australia, Japan, designed to test crews’

New Zealan is par- abilit to detect, track
and . par ¥ L
ticipating in US led anti- anid Tespomc to Bath: gho.-
submarine warfare exer- ‘E‘-.lf“f; < tu;}g;'ta = 2Pl
015{.(!] ;?;i:;?;?fggrggzl‘—;a‘sg lenging ?|m1-at1r,nal envi-
41 = ronmment.
in Guam. The multina- Sea Dragon 2026

advances alrcrew profi-
ciency 1in anti-subma-
rine warfare (ASW) by
progressing from traclk-

tional is being conducied
to strengthen cooperi-
tion among allied forces

and improve under- > ] X
i 3 I simulated targets tor
Sta“d‘n?‘ for better anti- : detocting and tracking a
submarine warfare capa- \ live submarine. The
bilities in the Indo- f crews participate in
Pacific region. - over 200 cumulative
R e S hours of in-flight train-
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SUDDEN COOLING IN GREENLAND REDUCED SUMMER
MONSOONS IN INDIA 8,200 YEARS AGO

Source: PIB, Dt. 17 Mar 2026

Around 8,200 years ago, a drop in temperature in Canada at one end of the globe triggered a decline in the
intensity of the Indian Summer Monsoons, scientists have found.

The “8.2 ka cooling event” is the largest climatic excursion of the Holocene from the perspective of
Greenland temperature change. Greenland temperature dropped by 3 °C, and methane declined by 80 ppbv,
which suggest an important change in the hydrologic cycle.

During ca. 8220 to 7600 cal yr BP also called the “8.2 ka cooling event” Greenland temperature dropped by
3 °C, and methane declined by 80 ppbv due to glacial outburst flood of freshwater from Lake Agassiz
thorough the Hudson Bay into the North Atlantic.

It is one of the largest climatic excursions of the Holocene and an important change in the hydrologic cycle.

Scientists from Birbal Sahni Institute of Palacosciences (BSIP), an autonomous institute of the Department
of Science and Technology (DST) have found signature of this Abrupt Climate Change (ACC) or Rapid
Climate Change (RCC) event of the North Atlantic, in the Core Monsoon Zone (CMZ), India (Figs. 1 & 2).

KRB

J!':l:t' Ll

IO

Y g

i T ™

WA Tyt O VIAT = TA%D Frociphtatics fman} LAF = LIRES] |00

-
2™ o !

=

§ R
s = B

i‘ = ]
= £

L% A

.

o Ll A A

N

Fow

wld . =
o ER A i i L

L
%)

Fig. 1. Shuttle Radar Topographic Mission (SRTM) Digital Elevation Model (DEM) of the Korba District,
Chhattisgarh State, central India, showing the location of the study area (the red star shows the site of
investigation). Geographic map of India showing Korba District in Chhattisgarh State, and the Core
Monsoon Zone (CMZ) of India (dark black and bold lines) (left upper panel). This figure was created using
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ArcGIS 10.8.2. Nearest Climate research Unit Time Series (CRU TS) 4.07, 0.5 x 0.5 gridded climate data
point, 1901-2022, showing mean monthly precipitation and temperature around the study area (inserted
down panel). MAP = Mean Annual Precipitation, MAT = Mean Annual Temperature.

The team extracted a 1.2-meter-long sediment profile from Tuman Lake in Korba District, Chhattisgarh,
located within the CMZ and analyzed fossil pollen preserved in lake sediments.

Each type of plant produces distinctive pollen grains. By identifying and counting 300 terrestrial pollen
grains per sample, the researchers reconstructed past vegetation patterns and, in turn, inferred past climate
conditions and constructed a high-resolution climate archive written in microscopic grains of pollen.
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Fig. 2. The weakening of the monsoon at global 8.2 kyr BP and its correlation with the present study (8220
cal yr BP) (A). Present study, and correlation with other studies. (B). 6'80 of ostracod calcite (green) and
bulk carbonate (orange) record from Riwasa Lake, NW India (Dixit et al. 2014). (C). Speleothem 60
records from Kotumsar Cave (Kanger Valley National Park, Jagdalpur of the Bastar District, Chhattisgarh),
CMZ, India (Band et al. (2018). (D, E, and F). Record from the Kanwar wetland (mean grain size, SIRM/ylf

and yARM/SIRM) (Phartiyal et al., 2024). (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend,
the reader is referred to the web version of this article).

In a study published in the journal Quaternary International, the researchers interpretated that more tropical
moist deciduous forest pollen indicated stronger monsoon rainfall and drier deciduous or herbaceous pollen
indicated weaker monsoon conditions and identified weakened monsoon during the 8.2 ka interval.

Also, using radiocarbon dating and statistical age-depth modelling, the team built a timeline stretching back

over 8,200 years.
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The weakened monsoon during the 8.2 ka interval suggests a powerful teleconnection or an atmospheric and
oceanic link between the North Atlantic and the Indian Summer Monsoon. It indicated that cooling in
Greenland caused disruptions in Atlantic circulation that may have shifted global wind belts and weakened
monsoons in the Northern Hemisphere, thereby reducing rainfall over India.

The findings show that even in the Middle Holocene, India’s monsoon was sensitive to both high-latitude
ocean changes and tropical Pacific variability.

Publication link: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2025.110103

URL: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2240850&req=3&lang=1

*

As NavIC Loses atomic clock, India’s own GPS remains a
challenge
Source: ThE Indian Express, Dt. 17 Mar 2026

As NavIC loses atomic clock, India’s own GPS remains a challenge

Mapping
alternatives
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