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DRDO  to  play  key  role  in  Sudarshan  Chakra  air  defence 

initiative: Rajnath Singh  

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 02 Jan 2026

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday (January 1, 2026) said the Defence Research 

and  Development  Organisation  (DRDO)  will  play  a  pivotal  role  in  the  creation  of  Sudarshan 

Chakra, an ambitious air defence initiative announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 

Independence Day 2025 address from the Red Fort.  Mr. Singh was addressing scientists and 

senior officials during his visit to the DRDO headquarters in New Delhi on the occasion of the 

organisation’s 68th Foundation Day. Under the Sudarshan Chakra initiative, the DRDO will equip 

critical  installations  across the country  with  advanced air  defence systems for  comprehensive 

aerial protection over the next decade.

Highlighting the lessons from Operation Sindoor, the Minister said modern warfare underscores 

the  importance  of  robust  and  reliable  air  defence  capabilities.  The  DRDO would  achieve  the 

objectives of the Sudarshan Chakra initiative with dedication and urgency, strengthening India’s 

preparedness against evolving aerial threats, he said. Weapon systems developed by the DRDO 

played  a  decisive  role  during  Operation  Sindoor,  he  said,  underlining  the  organisation’s 

professionalism and commitment to safeguarding national interests. Commending the DRDO for 

significantly  bolstering  India’s  indigenous  defence  capabilities,  he  said  the  state-of-the-art 

technologies  and  equipment  supplied  to  the  armed  forces  performed  seamlessly  during  the 

operation.  He  noted  that  their  reliable  performance  boosted  the  morale  of  soldiers  and 

demonstrated the growing maturity of India’s defence research ecosystem.
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Mr. Singh praised the DRDO not only as a technology creator but also as a trust builder, stating 

that the organisation had emerged as a symbol of hope, certainty, and belief for the nation. He 

acknowledged the DRDO’s expanding collaboration with the private sector, academia, start-ups, 

and MSMEs (micro, small and medium enterprises), which has contributed to the creation of a 

synergistic and vibrant defence ecosystem.

Visible improvements across processes — from procurement and project management to industry 

engagement— had made systems faster,  easier,  and more reliable,  he said.  Calling upon the 

DRDO to remain aligned with the rapidly evolving global technological landscape, Mr. Singh urged 

the organisation to continue focusing on innovation, deep tech, and next generation technologies.

Emphasising the need for continuous learning and development, he said technology scanning, 

capability assessment, and future readiness are essential to ensure India remains prepared for 

emerging warfare domains.  During the visit,  Samir  V.  Kamat,  Secretary  of  the Department  of 

Defence R&D and Chairman of the DRDO, briefed the Minister on the organisation’s achievements 

in 2025, ongoing R&D activities, initiatives involving industry and start-ups, and the roadmap, key 

targets, and reforms planned for 2026 to further strengthen the organisation.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/drdo-to-play-key-role-in-sudarshan-chakra-air-defence-

initiative-rajnath-singh/article70460797.ece
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ऑपर�शन ���द�र �� ��आर��ओ ��  ह�!य�र" �� रह� �न��	य� ������  
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 02 Jan 2026

*

2



Newspaper Clippings, 02/01/2026, Vol. 51, No. 002

DSL - DESIDOC

Weapon systems developed by DRDO played decisive role in 

Op Sindoor: Rajnath Singh  

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 02 Jan 2026

Defence minister  Rajnath Singh said  on Wednesday that  the “weapon systems developed by 

DRDO played  a  decisive  role  during  Operation  Sindoor,  which  serves  as  a  testament  to  the 

professionalism and commitment of the organisation towards safeguarding national interests”. He 

also exuded confidence that DRDO will play a crucial role in the creation of anti-missile defence 

system ‘Sudarshan Chakra’, as announced by PM Narendra Modi during his independence day 

address in 2025.

Defence minister Rajnath Singh with DRDO chairman Samir V Kamat at the DRDO headquarters  

on its 68th foundation day on Thursday

During his visit to the DRDO headquarters here on the agency’s 68th foundation day, the minister 

commended DRDO for bolstering India’s indigenous capabilities by equipping the armed forces 

with  state-of-the-art  technologies,  and said  the agency’s  equipment  worked seamlessly  during 

Operation Sindoor, boosting the morale of soldiers.

Learning lessons from the Pakistan conflict last year, when enemy forces launched an array of 

missiles and drones on India, the country is now developing a multi-layered integrated air and 

missile defence system ‘Sudarshan Chakra’ to create a comprehensive security shield against 

diverse  threats  like  ballistic  missiles,  drones,  and  hypersonic  weapons.  “Under  this  initiative, 

DRDO is responsible for equipping our vital installations with an air defence system to ensure 

complete aerial protection over the next decade.

We witnessed the importance of air defence in modern warfare during Operation Sindoor. I am 

confident that DRDO will work wholeheartedly to achieve this goal soon,” Singh said.

The minister praised DRDO for becoming trust  builders along with technology creators,  which 

makes people look towards it with hope, certainty, and belief. Acknowledging DRDO’s collaboration 

with the private sector, he said the increased engagement with the industry, academia and start-

ups has resulted in  the creation of  a  synergetic  defence ecosystem. “DRDO has consistently 

improved  its  systems,  processes,  and  working  methods.  From  procurement  to  project 

management, from industry engagement to collaborating with start-ups and MSMEs, there is a 

visible effort to make the work easier, faster, and more reliable,” he said.
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Singh said, “The world is changing every day. Technology, innovation and new warfare domains 

are rapidly advancing, making yesterday’s knowledge obsolete. We must never assume that the 

learning process has ended. We must continue learning and challenge themselves, paving the 

way for  the new generation.”  He was apprised of  the major  targets set  for  2026 and various 

reforms that the DRDO is taking for the betterment of the organisation.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/weapon-systems-developed-by-drdo-played-decisive-role-

in-op-sindoor-rajnath-singh/articleshow/126293849.cms

*

Pralay test  

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 02 Jan 2026

India's successful test-firing of two Pralay missiles in quick succession from the same launcher off 

the Odisha coast  marks more than a technological  milestone.  It  signals  a  maturing of  India’s 

conventional deterrence capability at a time when regional security uncertainties are deepening 

and rapid-response systems are becoming central to modern warfare.

Developed indigenously by the DRDO, Pralay is a quasi-ballistic, solid-fuel missile designed for 

high-precision  conventional  strikes.  Unlike  traditional  ballistic  missiles,  it  remains  within  the 

atmosphere  and  can  manoeuvre  mid-flight,  complicating  interception  by  enemy  air  defence 

systems. The latest salvo launch confirms operational readiness for battlefield deployment.

This capability fills a crucial gap in India’s strike arsenal. With a range that places key tactical and 

operational  targets  within  reach,  Pralay  strengthens  India’s  ability  to  respond  swiftly  to 

conventional provocations without immediately escalating to strategic or nuclear thresholds. In an 

era  where  conflicts  are  increasingly  calibrated  below  full-scale  war,  such  systems  provide 

policymakers with vital options.

Equally significant is what the test represents institutionally. The repeated success of user trials 

underscores the growing confidence of the armed forces in indigenous systems, reinforcing the 

broader push for self-reliance in defence manufacturing. From Pinaka to Pralay, India is steadily 

reducing its dependence on imported platforms in critical domains.

However, deterrence is not built by hardware alone. It requires clear doctrine, political restraint and 

robust  crisis-management  mechanisms  to  prevent  miscalculation.  As  India  enhances  its 

conventional strike capabilities, it must also invest in diplomatic signalling and confidence-building 

measures to  ensure stability.  The Pralay tests  demonstrate  that  India  is  better  prepared than 

before.  The challenge now lies in  ensuring that  this  growing military capability  is  matched by 

strategic clarity and responsible statecraft.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/editorials/pralay-test
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Rs 3.35 lakh-crore greenlighted for defence modernization in 

2025

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 02 Jan 2026

*

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor, Lt. Gen. Harpal Singh assume 

key appointments  

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 02 Jan 2026

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor on Thursday (January 1, 2026) assumed charge as the Vice Chief of 

the Air Staff, succeeding Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari, who superannuated after 40 years of 

distinguished  service  to  the  nation.  An  alumnus  of  the  National  Defence  Academy,  Defence 

Services Staff  College and National  Defence College,  Air  Marshal  Kapoor is  an accomplished 

fighter pilot with over 3,400 flying hours on MiG-21 and MiG-29 aircraft.
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He has held several key command, operational, instructional and staff appointments, including Air 

Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Training Command and South Western Air Command, and is a 

recipient of multiple gallantry and distinguished service awards.

In another significant development, Lt. Gen. Harpal Singh on Thursday assumed charge as the 

29th  Director  General  Border  Roads,  formally  taking  over  the  reins  of  the  Border  Roads 

Organisation (BRO). Commissioned into the Corps of Engineers in June 1991, he brings over 

three decades of experience across diverse command, staff and leadership roles.

Raised in 1960, the BRO has been instrumental in developing strategic infrastructure in some of 

the most challenging terrains, enhancing national security and border connectivity. On assuming 

charge, Lt. Gen. Singh lauded the professionalism of BRO personnel and conveyed New Year 

2026 greetings to all ranks.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/air-marshal-nagesh-kapoor-lt-gen-harpal-singh-assume-

key-appointments/article70460922.ece
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Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 02 Jan 2026
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From space to genes: The technologies to watch

-by TV Venkateswaran (Visiting Professor, IISER Mohali)

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 02 Jan 2026
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