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Raksha  Mantri  visits  Defence  Materials  and  Stores  Research  & 
Development Establishment, a DRDO lab in Kanpur 

Source: PIB , Dt. 30 Nov 2025

Raksha  Mantri  Shri  Rajnath  Singh  visited  the  Defence  Materials  and  Stores  Research  & Development 
Establishment (DMSRDE), a Kanpur-based laboratory of DRDO, on November 30, 2025. He conducted an 
overview of cutting-edge defence materials research and innovations undergoing at the laboratory. 

Raksha Mantri was briefed on the laboratory’s vision, mission, charter, ongoing projects, and technology 
focus  areas  by  Director  DMSRDE.  Materials,  Technologies,  and  Products  developed  by  DMSRDE  in 
ceramics & ceramics matrix composites, stealth & camouflage materials, nanomaterials, coatings, polymers 
& rubbers, fuels & lubricants, technical textiles and personal protection systems were also demonstrated.Shri 
Rajnath Singh appreciated the laboratory for its  effort  in the successful  realisation of defence products, 
especially the Bullet Proof Jacket (Level-6), Naphthyl Fuel for BrahMos Missile, High Pressure Polymeric 
Membrane for Indian Coast Guard ships, Silicon Carbide Fibre, Activated Carbon Fabric-based Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological & Nuclear suit and various other stealth products. He emphasised that technology 
developments should be aligned with end user requirements. 

Raksha Mantri also appreciated the DMSRDE for carrying out a large number of transfer of technologies in  
the last two years fulfilling the Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ vision of the Government. He called for exploring 
export potential of developed defence products/technologies and said MSME & industries interactions in 
DTTC, Lucknow to be enhanced to meet the requirements of industries. He commended the laboratory’s 
growing synergy with industry and academia in realising Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision for a 
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Earlier, Shri Rajnath Singh offered floral tributes to former President Bharat Ratna Dr APJ Abdul Kalam at 
his statue at the premises. He was received by Secretary, Department of Defence (R&D) & Chairman DRDO 
Dr Samir V Kamat.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2196653&reg=3&lang=1 

*

DRDO organises Industry Outreach Programme in New Delhi 
Source: PIB, Dt. 01 Dec 2025

In line with the Government’s vision of achieving Aatmanirbharta and Viksit Bharat, DRDO conducted an 
Industry  Outreach Programme at  DRDO Bhawan,  New Delhi  on  December  01,  2025.  The  programme 
covered DRDO laboratories of North India and their Industry partners with participation of 220 scientists  
working on niche and critical defence technologies from 18 DRDO laboratories and 271 industry leaders 
from a diverse mix of defence industries.

Secretary, Department of Defence R&D and Chairman DRDO Dr Samir V Kamat was the Chief Guest and  
Secretary (Defence Production) Shri Sanjeev Kumar was the Guest of Honour. During the event, a new 
procedure was released for implementing ‘DRDO’s ToT Policy -2025’.
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The highlight of the programme was the open house discussion, wherein the distinguished guests and panel  
of DRDO experts along with the Secretary (Defence Production) took on the various queries, concerns and 
suggestions from industry and resolved to find solutions to the complex and challenging issues involved in  
indigenous defence production involving PSUs and private industries.  The event also included in-house 
brainstorming  involving  various  corporate  directorates  of  DRDO  HQ  and  scientists  from  DRDO 
laboratories.  The corporate directors elucidated on various policies and procedures involving indigenous 
research projects in DRDO laboratories and their outcome for the benefit of the services.

In his address, the Chairman, DRDO expressed optimism in the capabilities of the Indian industry, exuding 
confidence that in the next five years,  the various government policies will  mature and that indigenous  
defence industrial ecosystem will grow manifold, thereby realising the vision of Aatmanirbharta. He outlined 
various opportunities for the industries in partnering with DRDO towards meeting the technology needs of 
the Armed Forces and other government agencies.

The Secretary (Defence Production) highlighted the policies of the Government in promoting indigenous 
production and stressed that true self-reliance can be achieved only when the full cycle of designing to 
manufacturing and production at scale is carried out in-house. 

Setting  the  tone  for  the  interaction,  DG  (Production  Coordination  &  Services  Interaction)  Dr  (Mrs) 
Chandrika Kaushik highlighted the various initiatives of DRDO towards promoting indigenisation and the 
growth of defence industrial ecosystem. She highlighted the rising trend, wherein India is now emerging 
from being an importer of defence equipment to that of a net exporter and encouraged the Indian industries 
towards sustained R&D and deeper collaboration with DRDO.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2197267&reg=3&lang=1 

*

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN MANUFACTURING 
SECTOR 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 1 Dec 2025

The  Government  has  taken  steps  to  enhance  R&D  in  Defence  manufacturing  through  several 
initiatives. Some of these initiatives include:

• Development  cum  Production  Partner  (DcPPs)/  Production  Agency  (PAs)  including  private 
industries: DRDO has implemented DcPP model to identify potential manufacturing agency through 
competitive  process  involving  both  public  and  private  sector  and  transfer  the  manufacturing 
technology to meet production requirements.

• Transfer of Technology (ToT) to Industries: DRDO has developed a pool of 2000 industries to 
manufacture sub-systems, systems and equipment. The technology of DRDO developed systems are 
transferred to Indian Industries at  zero ToT fee for Development cum Production Partner (DcPP)/ 
Production Agency (PA)/ Development Partner (DP). Consultancy Services of DRDO Scientists to 
industry is made available.

• DRDO  Patents: The  Policy  for  free  area  of  DRDO  Patents  by  Indian  Industries  has  been 
implemented.

• Technology Development Fund (TDF): TDF Scheme is a program of MoD executed by DRDO to 
encourage participation of public/ private industries especially Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs)/  Start-ups and to promote self-reliance in Defence technology as part  of Make-in-India 
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initiative. The projects sanctioned through TDF have also seen a lot of successes with 26 technologies 
successfully developed and two of the project systems flown in Space as part of PSLV mission. In line 
with the Government mandate, a corpus of Rs. 500 Cr has been additionally sanctioned towards TDF 
Scheme with focus towards Deep-Tech and cutting edge technologies.

• New Start-up Policy: DRDO is coming up with a new policy to facilitate easier interaction with these  
emerging  Start-ups.  This  policy  aims  to  streamline  the  process  of  engaging  with  start-ups  and 
leveraging their innovative ideas for defence applications.

• Dare to Dream: Four Dare to Dream contests have been successfully conducted. The contest is aimed 
at  creation  of  an  ecosystem  to  foster  innovation  and  technology  development  in  Defence  and 
Aerospace by engaging Start-ups and individual innovators and engaging them to carry out R&D 
development which has good potential for future adoption for Indian Defence and aerospace needs.

• Test Facility support to Industries: Several world class R&D test facilities in DRDO Labs have now 
been opened for industries and necessary SOP has been formulated. Test facilities of 24 DRDO labs 
have  been  uploaded  on  the  Defence  Testing  Portal  (DTP),  a  platform  of  MoD  for  offering  the 
Ministry’s test infrastructure to Defence industries in a more transparent manner.

• Interaction with  Industries: Industry  Interaction  Groups  (IIGs)  have  been established in  labs  to 
facilitate industries.

• 25% Defence R&D Budget opened up for Industry, Start-ups and Academia: 25% of Defence 
R&D Budget  has been opened up for  industry,  start-ups and academia based on Budget  2022-23 
announcements.

• Extramural  Research: The  aim  of  Extramural  Research  is  to  develop  essential  knowledge  and 
capabilities in the areas of critical Defence technologies, establish network with researchers, develop 
highly skilled human resource and augment research infrastructures in Indian academic institutions/  
research centers to support the evolving Defence R&D ecosystem in the country.

• DRDO-Industry-Academia Centres of Excellence (DIA-CoE): DRDO has policy and mechanism 
for collaborative directed research in developing critical and futuristic technologies for defence and 
security applications through a network of DRDO Industry Academia - Centre of Excellence (DIA-
CoE).  A total  of  15  DIA-CoEs  have  been  established  which  are  steering  translational  research 
activities in nearly 82 identified research verticals.

• Defence Industry Corridors: DRDO is supporting Uttar Pradesh Industrial Corridor and Tamil Nadu 
Defence Industrial Corridor by collaborating with Industries as knowledge partner. The corridors have 
been established to achieve ‘Aatmanirbharta’ and to realise the goal of ‘Make in India’.

• Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX): An innovation ecosystem for Defence titled iDEX was 
launched by Hon’ble Prime Minister in April 2018 to foster innovation & technology development in 
Defence  & Aerospace  by  engaging  industries  including  Start-ups/MSMEs/  Individual  Innovators, 
R&D institutes and Academia, iDEX provides grants/ funding and other support to iDEX winners 
(Start-ups/MSMEs) to carry out R&D which has potential for future adoption for Indian Defence and 
Aerospace needs.

• Further, ‘Make’ procedure under Chapter-III of DAP-2020 involves Design & Development and 
Manufacturing of  defence equipment  or  platform.  Total  70 projects  under  various  categories  (i.e. 
Make-I/II/III) of ‘Make’ procedure have been accorded Approval-in-Principal (AIP) in last three (03) 
years (upto Mar 2025).

3



Newspaper Clippings, 29-30/112025, 01-02/12/2025, Vol. 50, No. 219

DSL - DESIDOC

DRDO has sanctioned a total of 148 new R&D Projects in the last 3 years. Details of Budget Estimates (BE), 
Revised Estimates (RE) and actual allocations in respect of the Deptt of Defence R&D along with Actual 
Expenditure for the last three years along with allocations at Budget Estimates for the year 2025-26 are as 
under:

(Rs in Cr)

 

Year
BE

Approved

RE

Approved

MA

Approved
Actual

2022-23 21,330.20 21,130.20 21,130.20 20,585.78

2023-24 23,263.89 23,691.74 23,195.89 22,927.50

2024-25 23,855.61 24,696.94 24,938.70 24,696.94

2025-26 26,816.82 - - -

 

The Government promotes public and private sector partnerships in defence industries by various initiatives 
such as TDF, Dare to Dream, ToT, DcPP and iDEX etc.

This  information  was  given  by  Raksha  Rajya  Mantri  Shri  Sanjay  Seth  in  a  written  reply  to  Shri  S 
Selvaganabathy in the Rajya Sabha today.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2196856&reg=3&lang=1 

*

DELIVERY OF ‘TARAGIRI’, THE FOURTH NILGIRI CLASS (PROJECT 
17A) INDIGENOUS ADVANCED STEALTH FRIGATE 

Source: PIB , Dt. 29 Nov 2025

Taragiri (Yard 12653), the fourth ship of Nilgiri Class (Project 17A) and the third built by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilding Ltd (MDL), was delivered to the Indian Navy on 28 Nov 2025 at MDL, Mumbai, marking a 
major  milestone in  achieving self-reliance  in  warship  design and construction.  Project  17A frigates  are 
versatile multi-mission platforms, designed to address current and future challenges in the maritime domain.

Taragiri is a reincarnation of the erstwhile INS Taragiri, a Leander-class frigate that was part of the Indian 
Naval fleet from 16 May 1980 to 27 Jun 2013,  rendering 33 years of glorious service to the nation. This 
state-of-the-art  frigate  reflects  a  quantum  leap  in  naval  design,  stealth,  firepower,  automation  and 
survivability, and is a symbol of Aatmanirbharta in warship building.
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Designed by the Warship Design Bureau (WDB) and overseen by the Warship Overseeing Team (Mumbai), 
P17A frigates  reflect  a  generational  leap  in  indigenous  ship  design,  stealth,  survivability,  and  combat 
capability.  Driven  by  the  philosophy  of  Integrated  Construction,  the  ship  was  built  and  delivered  in  
envisaged timelines.

P17A ships are fitted with an advanced weapon and sensor suite compared to the P17 (Shivalik) class. These 
ships are configured with Combined Diesel or Gas (CODOG) propulsion plants, comprising a diesel engine 
and a gas turbine that drive a Controllable Pitch Propeller (CPP) on each shaft, and state-of-the-art Integrated 
Platform Management System (IPMS).

The potent weapon and sensors suite comprises  BrahMos SSM, MFSTAR and MRSAM complex, 76mm 
SRGM, and  a  combination  of  30  mm and  12.7  mm close-in  weapon  systems,  along  with  rockets  and 
torpedoes for anti-submarine warfare.

Taragiri is the fourth P17A ship to be delivered to Indian Navy in the last 11 months.  The experience gained 
from construction of first two P17A ships have enabled the build period of Taragiri to be compressed to 81  
months, in comparison to 93 months taken for First of the Class (Nilgiri).  The remaining three ships of 
Project 17A (one in MDL and two in GRSE) are planned to be delivered progressively by Aug 2026.

Delivery of Taragiri showcases the design, ship construction and engineering prowess of the nation, and 
reflects  IN's  unrelenting  focus  on  Aatmanirbharta  in  both  ship  design  and  shipbuilding.  With  an 
indigenisation content of 75%, the project has involved over  200 MSMEs and has enabled employment 
generation of approximately 4,000 personnel directly and more than 10,000 personnel indirectly.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2196229&reg=3&lang=1 

*

VICE  ADMIRAL  SANJAY  SADHU,  AVSM,  NM,  ASSUMES 
CHARGE AS CONTROLLER OF WARSHIP PRODUCTION & 
ACQUISITION (CWP&A) 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 30 Nov 2025

Vice  Admiral  Sanjay  Sadhu,  AVSM,  NM assumed  charge  as  the  Controller  of  Warship  Production  & 
Acquisition on 28 Nov 2025. Commissioned in the Indian Navy in 1987, the VAdm is a Post Graduate in 
Mechanical Engineering and MPhil in Defence and Strategic Studies.

During  his  illustrious  career  spanning  more  than  38  years,  the  Flag  Officer  has  tenanted  several  key  
Operational, Staff, and Yard appointments. He has served onboard the Aircraft Carrier INS Viraat in different 
capacities and onboard front line frigates INS Brahmaputra and INS Dunagiri.

Prior  to  his  elevation to  Flag Rank,  he held many important  assignments  including Additional  General 
Manager (Production) at Naval Dockyard (Mumbai), Commodore Superintendent of Naval Ship Repair Yard 
(Karwar), and Principal Director Marine Engineering at Naval Headquarters, New Delhi.

He  was  also  involved  in  the  modernisation  and  acquisition  of  the  Aircraft  Carrier  Vikramaditya  from 
Russia, in various capacities in the Project, including Senior Naval Engineer Overseer at Warship Overseeing 
Team (Severodvinsk),  Russia,  Director  Aircraft  Carrier  Projects,  and Principal  Director  Aircraft  Carrier  
Projects at Naval Headquarters, New Delhi.
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On elevation to Flag Rank, he served as Additional Director General Warship Design Bureau (Submarine 
Design Group), Chief Staff Officer (Technical), Eastern Naval Command, Admiral Superintendent Dockyard 
(Visakhapatnam), and Chief Staff Officer (Technical), Western Naval Command. The Flag Officer has the 
rare distinction of heading two major Dockyards on both the West and East Coasts and being the Chief Staff 
Officer (Technical) of both the Western and Eastern Naval Command.

He is an alumnus of Naval War College, Goa. For his distinguished service of a high order, the Flag Officer 
has been awarded the prestigious Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and the Nausena Medal by the President of India.  
Prior  to  assuming  charge  as  CWP&A,  the  Flag  Officer  served  as  the  Programme  Director,  Advanced 
Technology Vessel Programme at New Delhi.

He has taken charge from Vice Admiral Rajaram Swaminathan, AVSM, NM, who is superannuating on 30 
Nov  25  after  38  years  of  distinguished  service  to  the  nation.  During  the  tenure  of  VAdm  Rajaram 
Swaminathan, eight ships were commissioned into the Indian Navy.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2196483&reg=3&lang=1 

*

COMMANDERS’  CONFERENCE  -  2025  WESTERN  AIR 
COMMAND 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 28  Nov  2025

The  two-day  Commanders'  Conference  of  Western  Air  Command  (WAC)  with  the  theme  of 
“विकासशील सक्षम भारतीय वायु  ”सेना , held on 27 & 28 November 2025 at New Delhi, culminated today, with 
Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, Chief of the Air Staff (CAS), presiding over the proceedings as the Chief 
Guest. On arrival, he was received by Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishra, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, 
WAC and accorded a ceremonial Guard of Honour.

Addressing the Commanders,  the CAS highlighted the importance of investing in air  warriors’ training, 
emphasising  on  leadership,  welfare  and  quality  of  life  initiatives  that  enhance  morale  and  mission 
effectiveness. He also lauded WAC’s humanitarian relief efforts, which exemplify the spirit of “    हर काम देश 

 ” का नाम .Reaffirming IAF’s commitment to national security, the CAS called upon all air warriors to uphold 
the core value of Mission, Integrity and Excellence.

The Commanders’ Conference, spread over a two-day period, involved intense deliberations, discussions and 
brainstorming amongst  all commanders of WAC, along with senior military functionaries from DMA, civil 
functionaries and domain experts on military matters.

General Anil Chauhan, Chief of Defence Staff, addressed the Commanders’ of Western Air Command  and 
emphasised upon importance of professional competence and operational readiness. He called for continuous 
adaptation, tactical innovation and strategic foresight in the evolving security environment.  Highlighting 
mental and physical agility as key force multipliers, he urged sustained focus operational preparedness.

Prof Ajay Kumar Sood, Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, addressed the Western Air  
Command Commanders’ Conference 2025. Speaking on Technology and Sovereignty, he emphasised that a 
self-reliant and technologically advanced Indian Air Force remains essential for protecting India’s sovereign 
interests. 
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During the Conference, Dr. K Rajalakshmi Menon, Director General (Aero), DRDO, gave a talk on Future 
Technologies in Airborne surveillance System, and underscored the rising importance of autonomous aerial 
systems, long endurance platforms and space-enabled ISR.

Discussions and brainstorming were also undertaken towards embracing “Atmanirbharta” in all aspects of 
operational thought and further the Nation’s and IAF’s commitment towards becoming a true “Made in 
India” and “Made for India” force.

WAC holds the onerous task of securing the Westerns and Northern airspace. Recent operations showcased 
the high standards of operational preparedness and professionalism that has been a hallmark of WAC.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2196052&reg=3&lang=1 

*

CHANAKYA DEFENCE DIALOGUE 2025 CONCLUDES 

Reform to Transform – Sashakt, Surakshit Aur Viksit Bharat

Source: PIB, Dt. 28 Nov 2025

Chanakya Defence Dialogue conducted by Indian Army in collaboration with the Centre for Land Warfare 
Studies concluded today. The two-days Dialogue was conducted at the Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi. Shri  
Rajnath Singh, Hon’ble Raksha Mantri graced the event today, in presence of Gen Upendra Dwivedi, Chief 
of the Army Staff among other dignitaries.

The Dialogue reflects the national aspiration for a  Sashakt, Surakshit aur Viksit Bharat, bringing focus to 
India’s  emerging  security  challenges,  defence  reforms  and  technological  transformations  amid  an 
increasingly complex global order.

Hon’ble Raksha Mantri unveiled key Green and Digitisation initiatives and delivered a special address on 
Defence Reforms for a Sashakt, Surakshit aur Viksit Bharat.  He emphasised that the Chanakya Defence 
Dialogue is a vital forum where the Indian Army’s operational experience merges with strategic thinking to 
shape future-ready policies. He noted that the reforms are a strategic necessity amid shifting global power 
centres, blurred boundaries between peace and conflict and expanding domains of warfare including cyber, 
space, information and cognitive influence. He underlined India’s growing global role, driven by economic 
strength, technological capability and principled foreign policy. Reforms, resilience and modernisation, he 
said, must strengthen defence, economy and society, with the armed forces as the strongest pillar of national 
security  and  stability.  Stressing  the  government’s  focus  on  capability  enhancement,  infrastructure, 
technology, Atmanirbhar Bharat and welfare of soldiers and veterans, he added that a strong, secure and 
developed India contributes to global stability, ethical use of emerging technologies and humanitarian values. 
He commended the Dialogue’s rich deliberations and affirmed that such platforms deepen strategic foresight 
and guide India’s journey towards a confident and future-ready Bharat.

Ambassador DB Venkatesh Verma, Member of the National Security Advisory Board, delivered a special 
address on Resilient National Security @2047. He stressed that strategic autonomy is meaningful only when 
India  has  the  will  and  capability  to  think,  act  and  fight  independently,  without  allowing  external  
engagements  to  turn  into  vulnerabilities.  He  emphasised  the  need  for  an  operationally  sound  military  
doctrine that can be executed without external interference, supported by a resilient defence-industrial base, 
secure  technology  choices  and  reduced  economic  dependencies.  He  noted  that  strategic  autonomy also 
depends on societal factors such as national self-confidence, willingness to invest in defence and the ability  
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to produce skilled manpower for modern warfare. Highlighting the importance of balancing productivity,  
security  and  welfare  power,  he  called  for  faster  reforms,  higher  defence  spending,  stronger  R&D and 
integrated joint military structures. He concluded that India’s long-term resilience and rise as a major power 
will depend on sustaining higher economic growth and ensuring that dependencies do not erode autonomy.

Ambassador Pankaj Saran, Former Deputy NSA delivered a thematic address on  Redefining Strategies in  
Conventional Wars through Technology, emphasising doctrinal shifts and technology-driven readiness. He 
highlighted the growing centrality of technology in national security, noting that its role in conventional 
warfare is now unquestionable and historically inseparable from the evolution of conflict. Drawing on his 
experience  as  Deputy  NSA and  Ambassador,  he  reflected  on  how  India’s  strategic  institutions  have 
increasingly recognised technology as a  core pillar  of  security,  citing the 2018 reforms in the National  
Security Council Secretariat that created a dedicated technology division as a decisive shift in mindset. He 
emphasised that India must build on this foundation, learn from past decades and adopt new approaches. 
Acknowledging the professionalism of the armed forces and the rising stature of the Chanakya Defence 
Dialogue, he underlined the need for continued integration of technology, institutional reform and forward-
looking thinking to strengthen India’s preparedness for future challenges.

Today’s sessions dwelt upon Battlefield Equalisers, where global experts discussed disruptive technologies 
such as AI, autonomous systems, hypersonics and cyber capability, highlighting how these are reshaping the 
character of warfare. The sessions also examined the transformation required for India’s forces to become 
integrated,  agile  and  modern.  Distinguished  military  leaders  and  experts  spoke  on  jointness,  adaptive 
structures, island security perspectives and the growing role of information and cognitive security in modern 
conflict. 

Lt Gen Pushpendra Pal Singh, Vice Chief of the Army Staff, delivered the Closing Address of the Dialogue,  
emphasising that India’s security environment demands forces that are agile, technologically empowered and 
operationally integrated. He noted that the insights generated during the two days, ranging from emerging 
technologies  and  battlefield  equalisation  to  jointness,  innovation  and  defence  reforms,  would  serve  as 
actionable  inputs  for  the Army’s transformation roadmap.  Underscoring the importance of  self-reliance, 
future-ready  structures  and  mission-driven  capability  development,  he  reiterated  the  Indian  Army’s 
commitment to accelerating reform and strengthening India’s preparedness across all domains of warfare. He 
thanked  the  Hon’ble  President,  Hon’ble  Raksha  Mantri,  distinguished  speakers,  global  partners  and 
participants for contributing to a substantive and forward-looking deliberation.

Across its two days, the Chanakya Defence Dialogue 2025 provided an authoritative platform for shaping 
India’s future defence posture. With guidance from the Hon’ble President of India, Hon’ble Raksha Mantri, 
Gen Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of the Army Staff and other senior military leadership and global experts, CDD 
2025 reaffirmed the Indian Army’s commitment to building a strong, secure and developed India through 
deeper self-reliance, technological excellence and an integrated national strategy.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2195980&reg=3&lang=1 

*

MoD inks Letters of Offer & Acceptance with US for 
sustainment support of Indian Navy’s fleet of MH60R 

helicopters through Follow on Support and Follow on Supply 
Support worth approx Rs 7,995 crore 
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Source: PIB, Dt. 28 Nov  2025

Ministry of Defence has signed Letters of Offer and Acceptance (LOAs) with the Government of the United 
States for sustainment support of Indian Navy’s fleet of MH60R helicopters through Follow on Support and 
Follow on Supply Support for a period of five years at an approximate value of Rs 7,995 crore. The LOAs 
were inked under the Foreign Military Sales programme of US, in the presence of Defence Secretary Shri 
Rajesh Kumar Singh in New Delhi on November 28, 2025.

Sustainment Support is a comprehensive package which includes provisioning of spares, support equipment,  
product support, training and technical support, repair & replenishment of components and setting up of 
‘Intermediate’ level component repairs & Periodic Maintenance Inspection facilities in India.  In-country 
development of these facilities will ensure capability build-up in the long run and reduced dependence on the 
US  Government,  thus  aligning  with  the  vision  of  Aatmanirbhar  Bharat.  This  would  further  lead  to 
indigenous product and services development through MSMEs and other Indian firms.

The sustainment support would significantly enhance the operational availability and maintainability of the 
technologically advanced, all-weather capable MH60R helicopters, which also have Anti-Submarine Warfare 
capability, acquired through the US government. In addition, the support would enable the operation of these 
helicopters from dispersed locations as well as ships, ensuring optimal performance during all their primary 
and secondary missions/roles.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2195822&reg=3&lang=1 

*

INS  VIKRANT  AND  INS  UDAYGIRI  PARTICIPATE  IN  SRI 
LANKA  NAVY  INTERNATIONAL  FLEET  REVIEW  2025  AT 
COLOMBO

Source: PIB , Dt. 28 Nov 2025

India’s first indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant, along with the indigenously built frigate INS Udaygiri, is 
representing the Indian Navy at the International Fleet Review (IFR) 2025 being hosted by the Sri Lanka  
Navy in Colombo from 27 to 29 Nov 2025. The event is part of the Sri Lanka Navy’s 75th anniversary 
celebrations and features participation from naval ships, delegations and observers from several countries.

This visit  marks the  maiden overseas deployment of both ships and underscores India’s commitment to 
strengthening regional maritime cooperation. The maiden participation of indigenously built and Nation's 
Pride INS Vikrant for an International Fleet Review highlights India’s continued engagement with partner  
navies in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and reflects India’s emphasis on promoting peace, stability and 
security through collaboration and interoperability.

The  participation  of  the  recently  commissioned  INS  Udaygiri  further  showcases  India’s  advancing 
indigenous shipbuilding capabilities and its balanced, expanding naval presence in the IOR.

During their stay in Colombo, the ships will participate in  key IFR events including the ceremonial fleet 
review, city parade, community outreach activities, and professional naval interactions. As part of public 
outreach initiatives, the ships will also be open to visitors during IFR 2025.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2195767&reg=3&lang=1 
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*

Tejas saftey record best globally : HAL Chief
Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 29 Nov 2025

*

OP Sagar  Bandhu  intensfies  ,  2  aircraft  carrying  over  20 
tonnes of relief supplies lan in colombo

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. Statesman, 30  Nov 2025
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CSIR -NAL unveils production version of Hansa-3 plane

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 30  Nov 2025

*

Navy to hold international fleet review in visakhapatnam in 
Feb

Source: The Hindu , Dt. 29 Nov 2025
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Rajnath says India emerging as a global voice of 
responsbility 

Source: The Hindu , Dt. 29 Nov 2025

*

India , Russia defence ministers to meet, S-500 acquisition 
on agenda

Source: The Hindu , Dt. 29 Nov 2025
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Indonesia eyes coastal , sea-launched Brahmos 

Source: Hindustan Times  , Dt. 02 Dec  2025

*

Army conducts combat launch of BrahMos crusie missile 

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 02 Dec 2025
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Armed forces to procure additional Heron Mk II UAVs

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 02 Dec 2025

*

Share the theatre command stage

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 02 Dec 2025
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Israel to get Iron Beam laser defence system

Source: The Pioneer , Dt. 02 Dec 2025

*

INS Vikrant makes maiden overseas deployment for 
srilanka’s International Fleet Review 2025

Source: The Statesman, Dt. 29 Nov 2025
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*

Number  of  women  scientists  supported  by  government 
schemes since 2014 doubled during over 11 years after Sh 
Narendra Modi took over as PM, says Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh; 

Source: PIB, Dt. 28 Nov  2025

Women’s Participation in National R&D Ecosystem Surges Under Modi Government; DST 
Schemes Show Transformative Growth

Women constitute 18.6 % work force STEM, and progressively rising.

Modi Government’s “Nari Shakti” Vision Drives Unprecedented Inclusion of Women in Science and 
Technology: Dr. Jitendra Singh

Policy Push Since 2014 Expands Opportunities for Women Scientists from Research Training to 
Leadership Roles

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science & Technology and Minister of State in the Prime 
Minister’s Office, Dr. Jitendra Singh today highlighted that the number of women scientists supported by 
government schemes doubled since 2014, during over eleven years after Sh Narendra Modi took over as 
Prime Minister.

Elaborating the details of different women-centric schemes run by the Department of Science & Technology,  
the Minister cited figures to substantiate the point, as follows.

Inspire Manak before 2014 - Nil, 2014 to 2025 - 176743. Inspire scholarship for higher education before 
2014 -23530, 2014 to 2025 - 50642. Inspire Fellowship before 2014 - 2106, 2014 to 2025 - 5035. Inspire  
Faculty before 2014 - 175, 2014 to 2025 - 439. WISE (Women Scientist Scheme) before 2014 - 2713, 2014 
to 2025 -4419. WISE Vigyan Jyoti before 2014- NIL, 2014 to 2025- 112386.

The Minister said that prior to 2014, women beneficiaries across key DST programmes were limited, but  
between  May  2014  and  October  2025,  the  number  has  grown  exponentially  across  schemes  such  as 
INSPIRE, WISE-KIRAN and Vigyan Jyoti,  reflecting the Government’s strong push toward women-led 
development and inclusive scientific growth.

Citing data from DST’s Research and Development Statistics  2025,  Dr.  Jitendra Singh pointed out  that 
women today constitute  about  18.6  per  cent  of  the  workforce  employed in  STEM-related fields  in  the  
Government  and  private  sector  combined,  a  share  that  is  steadily  growing  as  more  women move  into 
research,  innovation,  and  high-technology  roles.  He  further  highlighted  that  women’s  participation  in 
extramural R&D projects – a critical indicator of their role as principal investigators and research leaders –  
has almost doubled over the last two decades, rising to 25 per cent in 2019–20 from 13 per cent in 2000–
2001. He said this progress is directly linked to the sustained efforts made by the Government in the S&T 
sector to enable women to enter, sustain and excel in research careers.

The Minister noted that DST’s women-centric schemes such as WISE and KIRAN, together with its flagship 
INSPIRE-based  fellowships  and  other  capacity-building  programmes,  have  played  a  pivotal  role  in 
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expanding the pool of trained, employable, and research-active women scientists across the country. He said 
that prior to 2014, women-specific support mechanisms were limited in scale, fragmented across schemes 
and often unable  to  address  the full  lifecycle  of  a  woman’s scientific  career,  from early-stage research  
training to re-entry after career breaks and onward progression into leadership roles. In contrast, the period  
since May 2014 has witnessed a systematic consolidation and expansion of these initiatives, allowing a much 
larger number of women scientists to receive fellowships, research grants, project leadership opportunities, 
and institutional recognition.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said that this sharp rise in women’s participation is not incidental but the result of a  
conscious policy thrust under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, who has consistently 
championed the cause of “Nari Shakti” and women-led empowerment in every sphere of national life. He 
said that when the present Government assumed office in 2014, women scientists were still significantly 
under-represented  in  major  R&D  programmes  and  institutional  ecosystems,  despite  their  presence  in 
universities  and  academic  pipelines.  Over  the  past  decade,  however,  targeted  interventions,  dedicated 
women-centric schemes and a strong push for inclusion have ensured that Indian laboratories, universities, 
start-ups and innovation hubs increasingly reflect the aspirations and leadership of women scientists and 
technologists.

Dr.  Jitendra  Singh underlined that  the  Government’s  approach has  been to  view women not  merely  as 
beneficiaries of science and technology, but as principal architects and decision-makers in the knowledge 
economy.He pointed out that the rise in women scientists since 2014 is accompanied by a parallel increase in 
women occupying positions on expert committees, review panels, national missions and advisory bodies 
under  DST  and  other  S&T  departments.  This  ensures  that  policy  frameworks,  funding  priorities  and 
programme designs incorporate the perspectives and experiences of women scientists, thereby creating a 
more responsive and equitable ecosystem.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2196065&reg=3&lang=1 

*

Star attraction! How a girl who watched the moon became 
India’s Missile Woman

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 01 Dec 2025

  *
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NISAR earth observation satellite enters final science phase
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 29 Nov 2025
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