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DRDO successfully test-fires  

sub-sonic cruise missile Nirbhay 
The last successful trial of 'Nirbhay' cruise missile was conducted on November 7, 2017 

In a major boost for defence, India on Monday successfully test-fired its first Sub-sonic cruise 

missile, Nirbhay. The launch was conducted from a test range in Odisha at 11.44 am. 

The missile, which can be deployed from multiple platforms, was launched by the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) from complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) 

at Chandipur, PTI reported. Describing the trial “successful”, DRDO said the missile, which is capable 

of loitering and cruising at 0.7 Mach at altitude as low as 100 meters, covered the designated target 

range in 42 minutes and 23 seconds. 

The test flight achieved all the objectives from lift off till the final splash, DRDO said. “The missile 

majestically cruised and covered its given range,” officials at DRDO were quoted as saying by PTI. 

Nirbhay was tracked with the help of ground-based radars and other parameters were monitored by 

indigenous telemetry stations developed by DRDO. The missile test was conducted in a phased 

manner. The last successful trial of ‘Nirbhay’ cruise missile was conducted on November 7, 2017. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/drdo-nirbhay-army-cruise-missile-odisha-5676752/ 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/drdo-nirbhay-army-cruise-missile-odisha-5676752/
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Sub-sonic cruise missile 'Nirbhay'  

successfully test-fired 
Balasore (Odisha): India on Monday successfully test-fired its first indigenously designed and 

developed long-range sub-sonic cruise missile 'Nirbhay' from a test range in Odisha.  

The state-of-the-art missile, which can be deployed from multiple platforms, was test-fired at 11.44 

am from launch complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur near here, sources in 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) said. Describing the trial "successful", they 

said the missile, which is capable of loitering and cruising at 0.7 Mach at altitude as low as 100 metre, 

covered the designated target range in 42 minutes and 23 seconds.  

The flight test achieved all the mission objectives, right from lift off till the final splash, boosting 

the confidence of all scientists associated with the trial, sources said, adding it has an engine with 

rocket booster and turbofan/jet. The sophisticated missile took off in a programmed manner and all 

critical operations like launch phase, booster deployment, engine start, wing deployment and other 

parameters were demonstrated through autonomous way point navigation.  

"The missile majestically cruised and covered its given range," they said, adding that it was tracked 

with the help of ground-based radars and other parameters were monitored by indigenous telemetry 

stations developed by DRDO. The last successful trial of 'Nirbhay' cruise missile was conducted on 

November 7, 2017. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-successfully-test-fires-nirbhay-

missile/printarticle/68887068.cms 
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Serial production of A-SAT missile is government's 

decision: Former DRDO chief 
Former DRDO Director S Christopher told Times Now that serial production  

of A-SAT missile is something the government will decide upon 

By Srinjoy Chowdhury 

New Delhi: S Christopher, former DRDO Director-General told Times Now that he is extremely 

happy how the current DRDO Chairman G Satheesh Reddy and his team completed the successful 

anti-satellite (A-SAT) missile project in record time and in a short time. He said he is extremely happy 

how the project brought glory to the country.   

"I am happy that S Reddy and his team have taken it forward in a very short time and brought glory 

to the country. It’s a proud moment. Talking about the system, it was a fallout of earlier programs". 

When asked if he thinks that weaponisation of ASAT missile is something India should pursue? 

"We don’t have to weaponise in case of a direct hit. However,  its government’s decision if serial 

production of these assets are required." 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/serial-production-of-a-sat-missile-is-governments-

decision-former-drdo-chief/400613 
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