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What about the debris churned out during the A-Sat test? Countries like the United States 
are complaining that it could lead to a potentially dangerous situation? 

It’s not true that the debris will pose a problem. Unlike the large number of pieces left behind after 
the Chinese knocked down their satellite with a missile in 2007, our test was carried out in Low Earth 
Orbit (LEO), and will not result in a cloud of debris. All pieces of debris will eventually start falling 
through the atmosphere and will burn out quickly. 

Do you agree with some experts who have described A-Sat as an important milestone — like 
the nuclear tests in Pokhran? 

Of course it is as major a milestone as Pokhran-II, though five nuclear tests were carried out on a 
single day in 1998. The strategic importance of A-Sat is very high because a successful demonstration 
triggers a message that if anyone messes with our satellites, they will face destructive consequences. It 
is like a nuclear deterrent that will prevent a misadventure by anybody. We are ready to defend the 
fourth dimension, which is space. We have more than 48 satellites in space and we should be ready to 
take care of these satellites and to defend them. We, however, believe in the non-weaponisation of 
outer space, and will never use space technology for military purposes. It is better to demonstrate the 
technology as we cannot rule out the possibility of some countries venturing into military space 
activities in the future, as well as portray an image of being a very powerful nation. 

Is it true that DRDO did not seek the permission of the previous UPA government to carry 
out the A-Sat test as pointed out by the former NSA Shivshankar Menon? 

Who said we sought permission from the UPA government to carry out the test? We merely made 
an informal presentation to the Union government about our capabilities in 2012. So he’s correct in his 
own way (Mr Menon), and I am right in whatever I have said. 

But this issue has resulted in a slugfest between the government and Opposition parties? 
I don’t want to make any political statements, but have already stated the facts. 

Experts agree that A-Sat is a deterrent, but do you agree that with a right mix of conventional 
military assets, India can come up with a military strategy that links all capabilities for deterring 
a war? 

All investments and plans must be made to safeguard the interests of the armed forces and to be 
prepared for warfare on land, sea, air or outer space. 
https://www.asianage.com/opinion/interview-of-the-week/020419/be-prepared-to-fight-wars-in-outer-
space.html 

 
 
 
 

  


