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IAF prioritises induction of long-range missiles after
Operation Sindoor success
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 13 Aug 2025

In the aftermath of the successful use of long-range stand-off weapons during Operation Sindoor,
the Indian Air Force (IAF) is now prioritising the induction of air-to-ground and air-to-air missiles
with strike ranges exceeding 200 km.

This shift is aimed at enhancing India’s ability to engage targets from safer distances, beyond the
reach of enemy air defences.

= )

Highlighting its growing capabilities, the IAF recently set a record by shooting down a surveillance
aircraft at a distance of over 300 km.

During the operation, the IAF employed advanced long-range weapons such as the BrahMos,
SCALP, Rampage, and Crystal Maze missiles—each capable of striking targets well beyond 200
km. These systems enabled the IAF to neutralise enemy air bases and strategic assets from
standoff ranges of 250 to 450 km, effectively bypassing Chinese HQ-9 air defence systems.

Building on this operational success, the IAF has requested the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) to accelerate the development of longer-range variants of
the Astra missile, India’s indigenous air-to-air missile system. Additionally, the IAF has shown
strong interest in acquiring the Russian R-37 missile, known for its impressive range of over 200
km, which could provide a significant tactical edge against both western and northern adversaries.

The IAF is also pressing for rapid progress on Project Kusha, an indigenous initiative led by
DRDO to develop a long-range air defence missile system. At the same time, plans are underway
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to procure at least two additional squadrons of the Russian S-400 Triumf surface-to-air missile
system, depending on the availability and capacity of the manufacturer.

Highlighting its growing capabilities, the |IAF recently set a record by shooting down a surveillance
aircraft at a distance of over 300 km. The deployment of S-400 systems has already had a
deterrent effect, forcing the Pakistani Air Force to alter its flight paths—either staying deep within
its territory or flying at low altitudes to avoid detection and targeting.

In a detailed presentation to the government, the IAF outlined its future requirements, which
include additional Rafale fighter jets, fifth-generation fighter aircraft, and a robust arsenal of long-
range air-to-ground, air-to-air, and surface-to-air missile systems. These acquisitions are part of a
broader modernisation effort to ensure air superiority and strategic deterrence in any future conflict
scenario.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/iaf-prioritises-induction-of-long-range-missiles-after-
operation-sindoor-success/article69925407 .ece

AR AT 61 Ig e NN, AR IBG W HATA

Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 13 Aug 2025
HRAT A1 A o & Al Ugel 30 & 3thel [9a1s A &g T & acan| I gl & dist W

deTd ¥ S de T URhAT 48 A Ugd YE Y &1 TS A, oAfeher W gy & ag sEH
delt 38| A faer Raw W HRAT 1 vigE Felel 30 Gadr 9 35 @S &1 o
fraT| 3egia garm 6 59 foole & $hel, AdaEss e, ¢, ald fac, TUAA BrRE AR
i TR RAFed S WIS Hulde B Th 1Y Femar 71 &l 3¢ 9w &u ¥ R
difoead 3R Pire guic Feem|

I yeaE: 91 # 39 ded YU (IBG) I T UFATT HH AT A &1 $9F ded
T MFE P T WY W Aol YU IR BT &1 3700 IBG W g el dE o R §,
AfhT Tg forats dr omsreT 38T dof W IR fopar a3

IBG HIT: Ig UEdId & AT Bl SISl YRER I & fow| 37 g a1 6 Tp PR & 3N
e 3R R BRasa & 3zt s 3 €1 3fa, IBG & R & @ fals o @der e
el 1 6 38 a5 g Wiefad # g Hr v dwR FE 2l 3e8 had o 3R 38
P H dol 3mwaft| IBG # 31e9T 3191 Bes & AT v A1y it 373 s=her (Uea ),
S (ER), IR (AIT), SN, dlifatiecd, FaIc Jfae Afed 3 M Hres & SarT il it
el off 3¢ & for = &
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URIee Uislae: YRAT Jar & 1747 3R 9 R & frcleia IBG & dof W & TRRARS &l
W17 d dR # o Bfasa 3R a5 ded oo uiw 9o E s O @ off <R A @
sfedse foais &1 ¥ gt 7 fois Trereral 3mSdish urIde Uisiae & alk W &1 T & &l

TEFIR qGA9: 37T Ja1 H ool o ot R Y& & AfAAR daAs ad €1 IBG a0 W) fas
FAEI dd dh 3Th ATWRAT & S 3R 39h FW &6l IBG FAERI| IBG HATB AR Sfellel
Y& & 3e & da Bfasa & wefa g Swen 3R IBG dAET (AR SeRd) WY PR
HAEI (lffeae STal Yb & YPRT) Hr RUIC HT|

AT OFe SI1ET: IBG T W AR Il I HfAWR YF & TABPRT 1 SIS gike d91T|
a8 IfEeR @ T Y& W GARE A SIET @9t Aldr Fel Them I BrIer| aAfched
Hare Y 35 W & 5 T Feféar 3my Adad - 3hd), 3ETS, Ahases ahdl AT R Tkl e
& AR B A SAET Al Gl Afea Jar A qEl 3T FA wAIST T (N3N TIw
Pedel Y & FTARIRAT HI TEAT HH & Thal ol

33l & TR ARSI @ H v RS & 36y geg aR W s=hd a1 adr 81 iy &
e foois (3R told TRAT § ar 3meTs 8f1), ASC Ferfordd, seifaad Yoeie, Rvaa e,
SUAS dcIfordd, 3Hiead Jiae, sefaeid Jiac, Aol seiledd & gdl &1 ASC deriedd &
AT herel Yob & AR ol &1 A e iy Wode, Rfoad, suas, 3iifsaa & @3
FeIol Bd &l cfooid & Pedd IT dAffede daid, SHST S & dftede dadd I &
HRABR BT &

Farer 3R 3MABIG: Ta7 & 6 S9 IBG gaom o waAifsar ifhax i ghom arer forg Y& @t
AR em? ST T IBG FH de AU A A1 DI & & faw 3N delol @om? MRAHT Tg Y
SIS ST T & ToF el BISTEI I Pl BISHT QT T el IMH H derel (b & ABRT & Ug
off a7 A AET & AUN? JW T Y FeT ST W & 6 IBG IAS & G Hol & 3eAIT-3eT9T 3
&1 1A BIET B, T W3 ool & I, difh TAT 7 et o 3meT ol AR ug (waeh) a1 B
ST AT J 36T US|

https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/india/rudra-brigade-indian-armys-new-war-strateqy-
questions-remain-on-ibg/articleshow/123268968.cms

*

Raksha Rajya Mantri holds bilateral meeting with Nigerian
Minister of State, Defence in New Delhi

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 12 Aug 2025

Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Sanjay Seth held a bilateral meeting with Minister of State, Defence of
Nigeria Dr Bello Mohammed Matawalle in New Delhi on August 12, 2025. The two Ministers
discussed the way forward to further advance growing bilateral defence cooperation and military
engagements across diverse domains. They deliberated upon the opportunities of collaboration in
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counter-terrorism training, research & development, maritime cooperation, including hydrography
& anti-piracy, and industry cooperation.

Raksha Rajya Mantri highlighted the capability of the Indian defence industry to produce high-
quality defence equipment such as Light Combat Aircraft, Light Combat Helicopter and Offshore
Patrol Vessels. He assured full support to meet the requirements of the Nigerian side. The Indian
delegation expressed readiness to welcome the team from Defence Research and Development
Bureau, Nigeria to explore the area of joint R&D. The Nigerian Minister of State, Defence invited
the Indian delegation to visit the defence industry in Nigeria to explore the possibility of investment
in the sector.

Dr Bello Mohammed Matawalle is leading a delegation on a visit to India from August 11-14, 2025.
The Nigerian delegation also interacted with Indian defence industries during the visit.

P a

India and Nigeria enjoy warm, friendly, age-old and deep-rooted relations. The defence relationship
traces back to the early 1960s. India as the largest democracy in the world and Nigeria as the
largest in Africa, have become natural partners.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2155660

*
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Stealth frigates Udaygiri, Himgiri to be inducted on August
26

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 13 Aug 2025

Pune: The Indian Navy is set to si-
multaneously commission two
Nilgiri-class stealth guided-mis-
sile frigates Udaygiri and Himgiri
on August 26 at Visakhapatnam,
the Ministry of Defence has said.
The MoD said Udaygiri’s commis-
sioning will also mark another
milestone: the 100th warshipde-
signed by the Navy’s in-house
Warship Design Bureau (WDB).
At the strategic level, these
multi-mission stealth frigates are
capable of operatingina ‘blue wa-
ter’ environment — deep sea far
from shore — dealing with both
conventional and non-conven-
tional threats. The newly designed
classof shipsisalso being built us-
ing ‘integrated construction’ phi-
losophy, whichinvolves extensive
pre-outfitting in the block stages
to reduce the overall building pe-
riods. Nilgiri-class frigates can play
akey role in anti-surface warfare,
anti-air warfare and anti-subma-
rine warfare, with their versatile
weapons and capabilities. ENS
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