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India–Sri Lanka Coast Guards hold 8th High-Level Meeting to 

boost maritime cooperation 

Source: The Statesman, Dt. 12 Aug 2025

The 8th High-Level Meeting (HLM) between the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and Sri Lanka Coast 

Guard (SLCG) was held here today.  Calling the meeting another  milestone in  the strong and 

enduring  maritime  partnership  between  the  two  countries,  a  statement  from  the  Ministry  of 

Defence stated that the discussions centered on strengthening cooperative engagements in the 

fields of marine pollution response, maritime search and rescue, and maritime law enforcement, 

along with enhanced capacity building and technical assistance initiatives.

The Sri Lankan delegation was led by Director General SLCG Rear Admiral Y.R. Serasinghe and 

the Indian delegation headed by ICG Director General Paramesh Sivamani. Both sides reaffirmed 

their  commitment  to  work  closely  in  addressing  contemporary  maritime  challenges,  ensuring 

safety, security, and environmental stewardship in the shared maritime domain.
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The  meeting  underscored  the  mutual  resolve  of  ICG  and  SLCG  to  deepen  operational 

coordination,  share  best  practices,  and  further  promote  regional  maritime  stability  through 

sustained cooperation, the release stated. The SLCG delegation is visiting India from August 10-

14,  2025,  for  the  HLM  and  other  professional  interactions  under  the  framework  of  the 

Memorandum of Understanding signed between the ICG and SLCG in 2018.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/india-sri-lanka-coast-guards-hold-8th-high-level-meeting-to-

boost-maritime-cooperation-1503469941.html

*

In  service  for  20  years,  IAF's  Embraer  VIP  jets  set  for 

complete facelift

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 12 Aug 2025

After being in service for about 20 years, the Indian Air Force’s Embraer-135 business jets that are 

used for transporting the nation’s top civilian and military leaders are set to undergo a complete 

facelift.

The works to be undertaken involve complete repainting of the aircraft as well as a total overhaul 

and refurbishment  of  the cockpit  and the passenger cabin.  This  will  include changing internal 

fittings and panels, polishing surfaces, and replacing all furnishings, upholstery, curtains, shades, 

and flooring.

According to sources, one aircraft will be refurbished at a time to ensure that three aircraft are 

available for operations, sources said. The entire project will be completed within a period of two 

years, with work on one aircraft expected to take about five months. The IAF has approached a 

Gurugram-based aviation firm to carry out the work.

The IAF has four  Embraer  jets  that  are  deployed with  the Air  Headquarters  Communications 

Squadron base at Palam in New Delhi. The squadron also operates two large Boeing 777 jetliners 

for use by the President, Vice-President and Prime Minister, three Boeing 737 Business Jets and 

six modified Mi-17 helicopters.
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Manufactured by Brazil, the Embraers entered IAF in September 2005 and are extensively used by 

top  leaders  on  official  visits.  These  have  a  range  of  7,500  km  and  a  cabin  capacity  of  14 

passengers.

The twin-engine Embraer jet replaced the aged HS-748 Avro twin turboprop engine that was of 

British  origin.  Bearing ‘K’ series  registration  numbers,  these aircraft  are  christened Meghdoot, 

Vayudoot, Nabhdoot and Gagandoot.

The Air Wing of the Border Security Force (BSF) also has one Embraer-135 on its fleet strength for 

the Ministry of Home Affairs, which replaced its previous Avro aircraft.

In  addition,  three  Netra  Airborne  Early  Warning  aircraft  (AEW) used the  Embraer-135 as  the 

platform.  These  were  extensively  modified  by  the  Defence  Research  and  Development 

Organisation (DRDO) with an externally mounted overhead radar system, electronic warfare and 

navigation equipment, and work consoles.

There are also reports that the IAF is acquiring six used Embraer-145 jets for conversion into AEW 

aircraft by the DRDO in collaboration with Embraer. These would be more advanced and capable 

variants of the existing Netra.

The Brazilian aerospace major, which manufactures several types of military and civilian aircraft, is 

looking at expanding its footprint in India. The company has nearly 50 aircraft of 11 different types 

currently operating in India.

It has established a subsidiary in India to expand its presence in defence, commercial aviation,  

and  business  aviation  sectors.  The  company  is  also  exploring  opportunities  for  Maintenance, 

Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facilities in India.

Beyond maintenance, the company is also partnering with Mahindra Defence Systems to bid for 

the IAF’s Medium Transport Aircraft (MTA) program with the C-390 Millennium, potentially involving 

40–80 aircraft.  This  bid  includes  plans  for  local  assembly,  maintenance,  repair,  and  overhaul 

(MRO),  and  technology  transfer,  indicating  a  long-term  commitment  to  India’s  aerospace 

ecosystem.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/defence/in-service-for-20-years-iafs-embraer-vip-jets-set-for-

complete-facelift/

*
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Op Sindoor delivered heavy damage in 90 hrs

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 12 Aug 2025
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Forces conduct drill at Farakka Barrage in WB

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 12 Aug 2025
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China expanding presence in Indian Ocean: Parl panel

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 12 Aug 2025
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Play the Forward Defence

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 12 Aug 2025

Trade has never been the strongest suit in the India-US relationship. If anything, it's been an area 

of concern, often singled for special focus by previous US administrations. Yet, the partnership 

flourished,  largely  driven  by  a  shared  security  logic  that  in  the  long  term,  America's  biggest 

competitor and India's foremost threat will be the same: China.

This has not changed. China has grown in strength as a competitor to the US, while Operation 

Sindoor has shown that military collaboration and interoperability between Beijing and Rawalpindi 

has now reached a point where Pakistan is almost another of China's theatre commands. No 

amount of political conversation is going to diminish that arrangement for India, just as crafting 

intermittent deals to coexist with China is not going to create pathways for the MAGA agenda to 

progress.

Both India and the US, divergent as they stand today, still have to face up to this common security 

matrix, regardless of Trump's disruptive ways around trade. His preference for tariff-led coercion 

has led to a situation where the US has embraced Pakistan over Taiwan, which is at odds with 

Washington's overall security priorities.

In  this  backdrop,  the  way  forward  for  India  is  to  return  to  basics,  and  build  on  security 

convergences that inform the foundation of its strategic partnership with the US. And, here, the 

answer probably lies in the relationship's defence folder.

When Trump brought in India's Russian oil purchases into the tariff equation, he also mentioned 

defence procurements from Moscow. In reality, purchases from Russia have been on the decline, 

in comparison with the increase in orders from the US. Yet, they rankle Trump. Why?

Let's start with the ask to purchase F-35s. His words have not been followed up by a formal offer, 

largely because Pentagon, which has to construct the offer, is struggling to tailor it for a potential 

customer who already has the Russian S-400 missile defence system.

The US had evicted Turkiye, a Nato member, from the F-35 programme in 2019 because it had 

purchased S-400s. Ankara is currently in the middle of hectic lobbying in Washington to get Trump 

to allow Turkiye's re-entry into the programme. The US position, so far, has been to not expose F-

35 to S-400 as both go up against each other on the battlefield.

Unlike Turkiye, which bought S-400s despite warnings from the US, India did so because it was 

turned down by the Obama administration. Trump, in his first term, reviewed Obama's position and 

went  on to  offer  the US-made THAAD (Thermal  High Altitude Area Defence)  missile  defence 

system. But India, by then, had already firmed up the S-400 deal with Russia. It's believed that the 

US was open to discussing both F-35s and THAAD. But the ground had shifted.

What Trump 1.0 did make good was to successfully reverse the US position on selling armed 

Predator drones to India. Until then, the go-ahead was for only selling surveillance version of one-

of-its-kind HALE (high-altitude long endurance)  UAVs to  India.  The Biden administration  went 

along with Trump's approval and closed the $4 bn MQ-9B Predator drones deal just months before 

the 2024 US presidential elections.

So far, China has not developed a match to MQ-9Bs, which could give India a distinct edge as 

deliveries start 3 years on. Post-Op Sindoor, however, there is talk to make a case for increasing 

the number beyond the current order of 31 UAVs spread across all three services.
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Given that Trump 1.0 had invested his political capital on this equipment, India ought to move 

quickly if it needs more, and insist on the same costs. Delays increase the price, as India has 

discovered with P-8I Poseidon aircraft. In February, both sides identified purchase of 6 additional 

P-8Is in their joint statement. But those discussions have got held up because of a 50% increase 

from the original 2021 offer.

Meanwhile, India has made more emergency procurement requests post- Op Sindoor, which are in 

the US pipeline for approvals. Availability and access to the US military inventory was also an 

advantage in the build-up following the Galwan clashes with China.

Overall,  India's  difficult  security  environment  requires  massive  shifts  in  procurement  policies, 

especially in speeding up the process itself. Besides strategic advantages, Washington's unique 

FMS (foreign military sales) programme helps cushion political decisions as it has the backing of 

US government.

For  now,  India  is  hoping  that  Trump and Putin  agree  to  a  deal  soon,  which  could  involve  a 

ceasefire and sanctions relief  to Russia.  That  could put  a pause on India's extra 25% Trump 

penalty for purchasing Russian oil, if Washington so determines.

But it's worth revisiting the strategic core of the relationship for more proactive options on the 

defence and security front.  After all,  US supported India by designating The Resistance Front 

(TRF) as a terrorist organisation linked to LeT and backed its case in the UN.

India  is  also fighting a DAP (di-ammonium phosphate)  fertiliser  crisis  because China stopped 

shipments. Russia is one of the countries with whom a long-term arrangement is planned. Here, 

US penalties on India add a layer of uncertainty to the economics of the deal.

So, along with hoping for a US-Russia deal, India must work for quick outcomes on defence - the 

one area of convergence, where there's urgency on the Indian side, with clear benefit to the US.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/et-commentary/why-answer-to-india-us-relation-

stands-in-defence-folder-not-in-trade/articleshow/123243383.cms?from=mdr

*

Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, Chief of Australian Army, 

Commences Four-Day Visit to India 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 11 Aug 2025

Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, Chief of the Australian Army, has arrived in New Delhi on an 

official  visit  to  India  from 11 to  14 August  2025.  The visit  aims to  further  strengthen bilateral 

defence cooperation and enhance strategic engagement between the two nations.

The visit commenced with a solemn wreath-laying ceremony at the National War Memorial, where 

General Stuart paid homage to the fallen heroes of the Indian Armed Forces. This was followed by 

a Guard of Honour at South Block and a formal call-on with General Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of the 

Army Staff.

The Chief of Australian Army was briefed on India’s security perspective, Operation SINDOOR, 

and recent advancements in technology absorption within the Indian Army. He also met senior 

leadership of the Indian Armed Forces, including General Anil Chauhan, Chief of Defence Staff; 

Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi, Chief of Naval Staff; Air Marshal Amar Preet Singh, Chief of Air 
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Staff; and Shri Rajesh Kumar, Defence Secretary. On the sidelines of the visit, the Regimental 

Sergeant Major of the Australian Army met the Army Subedar Major of the Indian Army at South 

Block, fostering camaraderie and collaboration between all ranks.

On 12 August, General Stuart will travel to Agra to visit the 50 (Independent) Parachute Brigade 

and interact with all ranks. He will also visit the iconic Taj Mahal before returning to New Delhi to 

deliver a keynote address at the National Defence College.

On 13 and 14 August, the Chief of the Australian Army will proceed to Pune, where he will interact  

with Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth, General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Command, 

and visit the National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla. He is scheduled to address the cadets on 

leadership, joint training, and cooperation. During the two-day visit, he will also participate in other 

defence cooperation engagements.

This  high-level  visit  reaffirms the  strong and growing  India–Australia  defence partnership  and 

underscores the shared commitment of both nations towards a stable, secure, and rules-based 

Indo-Pacific region.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2155075

*
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