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Sukhoi-30-launched Brahmos was the primary offensive
weapon in Op Sindoor: DRDO chief

Source: The Indian Express; Date: 10 Aug 2025

Stating that Brahmos missile launched from Sukhoi-30 MKI was the primary offensive weapon
used during Operation Sindoor, chairman of the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) Samir V Kamat said on Saturday that the development of a smaller
version of the supersonic cruise missile, Brahmos-NG, will soon begin. He said this variant
can be fitted on other aircraft because of its reduced size.
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Kamat was speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 14th convocation ceremony of
Defence Institute of Advanced Technology (DIAT), Pune on Saturday. Speaking about
Operation Sindoor during a press briefing, Kamat said, “When it comes to offensive weapons,
Brahmos was the primary weapon that we used, mainly the air-launched variant which was
launched from Sukhoi-30 MKI platform. When it comes to defence weapons systems, Akash
missile, the D4 anti-drone system and the MRSAM were used. All the sensors were
networked using the Al-based Akashteer (indigenous automated air defence control and
reporting system) which helped in identifying the threats coming towards us and deploying the
right kind of weapon to neutralise them.”

When asked about the development of a smaller version of the supersonic cruise missile
Brahmos, Kamat said, “Right now it is in the planning stages. We are looking at Brahmos NG
which is a smaller version of Brahmos which can then be fitted on all our other aircraft. Today,
Brahmos can be fitted only on the Sukhoi-30 MKI platform. But if we can make it smaller, it
can be fitted on all our platforms. We are planning to start its development soon.”

Brahmos is an extremely versatile stand-off range ‘fire-and-forget’ type supersonic cruise
missile that has proved its capabilities in land-based, ship-based, air launched and
submarine-based versions. The Brahmos Air Launched Cruise Missile (ALCM) is the heaviest
missile to arm India’s frontline fighter jet Sukhoi-30 MKI.

Speaking about the indigenous light tank Zorawar, Kamat said, “It is at a more advanced
stage. We have finished the development trials and we will offer it for user trials starting
September.”

Answering a question on defence exports, “Last year, we had defence exports worth nearly
Rs 23,000 crore. Based on the interest we are getting now because of the success of our
systems in Operation Sindoor, | expect these exports to double in the next two to three years.
We should achieve Rs 50,000 crore of exports by 2028-29 which is also the target set to us by
the Defence Minister. There is a lot of interest in the Pinaka rocket system, ATAGS (Advanced
Towed Atrtillery Gun System), Brahmos and Akash. | am sure that in the years to come, the
exports of these systems will increase.”

When asked about the countries that have shown interest, Kamat said: “I will not go into
specifics. But South East Asia, Middle East and Africa are the regions.”

Speaking about the development of Kaveri engine by the DRDO, “When the development of
the Kaveri engine was started, it was to be used in the LCA (Light Combat Aircraft.) The thrust
required for LCA is about 84 kilonewtons. While the development was successful, the thrust
that we could achieve based on our design was about 72 kilonewtons. So, Kaveri could not be
fitted on LCA. But we are now modifying Kaveri. After removing its afterburner, we are terming
it as Kaveri Derivative which is expected to provide a thrust of 49 kilonewton. It will be used in
unmanned combat aerial vehicle programmes. Currently, the high altitude testing of this
derivative engine is on and it will be tested on the flying testbed. And then it will be certified.”

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/sukhoi-30-brahmos-operation-sindoor-drdo-chief-
10179931/
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Operation Sindoor’s 300-km kill: How the Indian Air Force
may have set a rare record

Source: The Indian Express; Date: 10 Aug 2025

In the three months since Operation Sindoor, the Indian Air Force (IAF) had spoken of the
losses suffered by Pakistan — but on Saturday came the first concrete detail of a strike that
military officers say could be unprecedented in modern air warfare, though such engagements
are rarely recorded in public.

During a lecture in Bengaluru, IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal A P Singh revealed that among the
targets destroyed on May 7 was a large Pakistani airborne platform — possibly an ELINT
(Electronic Intelligence) or AEW&C (Airborne Early Warning and Control) aircraft — taken
down from a distance of about 300 km. He described it as the “largest-ever recorded surface-
to-air kill that we can talk about”.

A senior |IAF officer later explained that “at 300 km, this would be the longest or farthest ever
recorded surface-to-air kill, not quantitatively the largest.” The Air Chief's qualifier — “that we
can talk about” — was a nod to the fact that such engagements are “usually difficult to confirm

4
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anywhere globally, since the debris of such an aircraft will fall inside the territory of that
country”. Long-range Kkills, the officer added, are “rarely recorded or announced in public”,
either because militaries cannot independently verify them or because the capabilities
involved are kept classified.

In this instance, the Air Chief’s public statement likely followed a confirmation through
electronic tracking. “We have the electronic means to check a kill. There is a blip on a radar,
and that goes off (to show the kill),” the officer said, indicating that radar data had verified the
engagement.

Why it matters

Long-range kills of this kind are rare. Hitting a target 300 km away demands a long-range
interceptor missile (a surface-to-air missile or SAM designed to destroy airborne targets at
very long distances, often well beyond visual range), precision tracking that holds steady over
long distances and the ability to maintain a firing solution until impact. The IAF acquired this
capability only recently, with the induction of the Russian-made S-400 Triumf system.

“Clearly, the S-400 systems have been capitalised fully in the operation,” the above-quoted
officer said.The system’s advertised 400 km Kkill range kept Pakistani fighters beyond the
distance needed to launch long-range glide bombs, the IAF Chief said on Saturday adding
they were unable to use them because they could not penetrate the system.

The rarity of a 300 km engagement

In recent conflicts, the longest publicly acknowledged surface-to-air kills have occurred at
relatively shorter ranges. In February 2024, a BBC report cited Ukrainian claims of downing a
Russian A-50 spy plane — the second claim in just over a month — more than 200 km from
the front line. In February 2022, a Ukrainian Su-27 was reportedly shot down by a Russian S-
400 at roughly 150 km. The plane was hit between the Russian cities of Rostov-on-Don and
Krasnodar, Ukrainian military sources said, over 200km (124 miles) from the front line.

The systems behind the shot

India has so far received three of its five contracted S-400 units from Russia, deployed along
the borders with Pakistan and China. The remaining two are due by 2025-26. Senior officers
liken its reach to “a torch that allows you to see what remains kilometres inside, in this case
beyond the Indian border”.

Other systems — including the Barak 8 Medium Range Surface-to-Air Missile (MRSAM) and
the indigenous Akash missile — also played a role in Operation Sindoor. Earlier this month,
the Defence Acquisition Council approved a comprehensive annual maintenance contract for
the S-400. India had signed the S-400 deal with Russia, a year after the United States passed
the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). CAATSA is a US law
that allows Washington to impose sanctions on countries that make significant defence
purchases from Russia, Iran, or North Korea.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/operation-sindoor-300-km-kill-indian-air-force-set-
rare-record-10180497/
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Crediting Russian S-400, IAF chief says India took down 5
Pak fighters, one ‘large aircraft’ during Op Sindoor

Source: The Indian Express; Date: 10 Aug 2025

Air Chief Marshal A P Singh on Saturday said the Indian Air Force (IAF) took down “at least’ five
Pakistani fighter jets and “one large aircraft” during Operation Sindoor in May.

In the three months since the operation, while India has talked about the losses suffered by Pakistan,
this is the first time that a senior officer has specified the number of Pakistani aircraft and jets downed.

“We have at least five fighters confirmed killed and one large aircraft, which could be an ELINT aircraft
or an AEW&C aircraft, which was taken out from a distance of about 300 kilometres, which is the
largest-ever recorded surface-to-air kill that we can talk about,” the IAF Chief said during a keynote
address at the 16th Air Chief Marshal L M Katre Memorial Lecture in Bengaluru.

He said a key reason for the success of the operation was political will, adding that there were “very
clear directions” given to the defence forces and no restrictions were imposed. He did not specify which
Pakistani fighter jets were downed. Initial assessments showed that no Pakistani F-16 fighter was shot
in the air. Giving details of Pakistan’s losses, the IAF Chief said the Shahbaz Jacobabad airfield suffered
major damage. “Here, there’s an F-16 hangar. One half of the hangar is gone. And I'm sure there were
some aircraft inside that got damaged there. We were able to get at least two command and control
centres, like Murid and Chaklala,” he said, explaining the images captured.

“At least six radars, some of them big, some of them small... We have an indication of at least one
AEW&C (Airborne Early Warning and Control) in that AEW&C hangar (in Bholari) and a few F-16s,
which were under maintenance there, ” he said.

He also pointed to the damage in other Pakistani military bases like Sargodha. “We’ve grown up in the
Air Force dreaming about days like this, someday we'll get a chance to go there... | got my chance just
before | retired... So we took on the airfield there,” he said.

The IAF Chief said a large number of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and drones, some of whose
missiles had fallen in Indian territory, were also recovered alongside other wreckage. He said these
were being studied “so we can make out what they did, where they were launched from, what route
they followed, what kind of systems they had, what generation they belonged to, what kind of features
they had, etc.”

He also showed the ‘before and after’ images of the damage caused in Pakistan’s Bahawalpur — the
headquarters of the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM). “There’s hardly any collateral (damage) here... The
adjacent buildings are fairly intact... Not only did we have satellite pictures, but also from local media,
through which we could get inside pictures,” he said.

Praising Indian air defence systems, he said the S-400 surface-to-air missile system, which was
recently bought, “has been a gamechanger”. The kill range of the S400 system kept their aircraft away
from the maximum distance at which they could employ their long range air-to-ground weapons, like
those long-range glide bombs that they have, he said, adding that Pakistan was not able to use these
as they were not been able to penetrate the system.

DSL — Defence Scientific Information & Documentation Centre
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Calling Operation Sindoor a high-tech war, the IAF Chief said that in 80 to 90 hours of war, India was
able to achieve adequate damage, which indicated to Pakistan that if they continued, they would “pay

for it more and more”. “So, they came forward and sent a message to our DGMO that they wanted to
talk. This was accepted on our side,” he said.

He said the security forces were given a free hand in executing Operation Sindoor, including deciding
the rules of engagement, the escalation ladder and how to control the escalation ladder. “There were
no, | repeat, no restrictions on us. Full freedom was given to plan and execute. | must say that our
attacks have been calibrated because we wanted to be mature about it,” he said.

He also referred to the Balakot air strikes, saying it became “a big issue trying to tell our people... what
we have been able to achieve”. “So, I'm happy that this time we were able to take care of that ghost of

Balakot, that we were able to tell the world what we have achieved,” he said.

The IAF Chief said no Pakistani aircraft could come anywhere near India’s defence systems like the
Akash missile and MRSAM (medium range surface to air missile). He said all Pakistani aircraft were
taken on by India’s LRSAM (long range surface to air missile), adding that while they were trying to stay
away, they were within Indian range at times. “As far as our offensive (capabilities) was concerned, that
night we didn't... hold back and we decided that we would go attack at the front, we would stretch their
resources,” he said.

He said the idea was not to attack one particular airfield, but to signal that Pakistan can be attacked
deep inside, at will, and wherever India wants. While he did not mention any aircraft loss on the Indian
side, senior Indian officials have admitted to losing aircraft/ jets; the government has neither confirmed
nor denied this. In May, India’s Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan had admitted to
losing an unspecified number of aircraft in the operation.

Earlier that month, Director General Air Operations of the IAF, Air Marshal A K Bharti, had said losses
were part of any combat. The Indian military had achieved all its selected objectives and all IAF pilots
were back home, he had said, adding that he would not like to comment on whether India lost any
aircraft. Bharti had said that Pakistan also lost a few aircraft.

On June 10, India’s Defence Attache to Indonesia, Captain Shiv Kumar, had said at a seminar in
Jakarta that the IAF had lost “some aircraft’, adding that that it was because of the constraints laid down
by the Indian political leadership not to attack the Pakistani military infrastructure or air defences. “After
the loss, we changed our tactics and we went for the military installations... We first achieved
suppression of enemy air defences and then... all our attacks could easily go through using BrahMos
missiles,” he had said.

Countering the Opposition in Lok Sabha earlier this month, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said they
(Opposition) had not asked how many Pakistani planes were shot down. “They should ask: did India
destroy terror bases? Yes. Was Operation Sindoor successful? Yes. Were the masters of terrorists who
wiped off sindoor from the foreheads of our sisters destroyed? Yes. Did our soldiers face any losses?
No,” Singh said. “Focus on big things, not small ones — else we lose focus on big issues and the
honour of our soldiers.”

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/operation-sindoor-iaf-pakistan-5-fighter-jets-1-large-aircraft-air-
marshal-10179475/

DSL — Defence Scientific Information & Documentation Centre


https://indianexpress.com/article/india/operation-sindoor-iaf-pakistan-5-fighter-jets-1-large-aircraft-air-marshal-10179475/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/operation-sindoor-iaf-pakistan-5-fighter-jets-1-large-aircraft-air-marshal-10179475/

Newspaper Clippings, 09-11/08/2025, Veol. 50, No. 149

ReET IS H YRd P Raprs
Source: Punjab Kesari; Date: 10 Aug 2025
o St/ et WP e

Wﬁtwm%ﬁaﬂw
T Repie ==ran 2 ) o oy
2024-25 F T8 I¢q1eA 1,50,590
FHUS TUC & 1Y 379 Taiferen
= T 9 T | IR s faxi=
Y 2023-24 F 1.27 G HUS
= ga § 18 WY it gtE
h] SYMAT S | 9161 2019-20 H 3=
ATHST 79,071 HUS o1, IHT 5
e H 90 IfAva S SeeE
g g2 § 1 T8 13t Uy R
3 wiFER w1 39 ek
SISy s s o | g a
el T myEEsE RKs 96 5
ATH T WA T @& STEA
R#l€ =g W g9 T 2

3T <h1 T2 Hohd © | 39 Hieh
R oY g 7 e Sarea o
TERT & wfes A"
AT &b | Usry e = for,

Raurt=i, aﬁrtwa—ara;

wasA® & F SYHHI,
wéaﬁa:%a%ﬁnh&ﬁaﬁt
=it == <6 Trgfess wardl =it
TASATHEE | T8 TSl g8 W
VI o6 Heiad s &1 STEifies
TR hT T Hhda &1 &l
3 % HESie SUmHE iR
T AESIeh SUhHI T HoA
IA@EA W T 77 ufaee

IeFEIfFmfimgfEaye Fusuweasisifiasad Onrem @, S&fn Bt &= =0
F OoEd Bra & AEfies @ Sdred faum s i dJres 22 ufdve @
*

Defence production has soared to an
cr, says Rajnath Singh

all-time high of 1.5L

Source: The Times of India; Date: 10 Aug 2025

India's annual defence production has "soared to an all-time high figure" of over Rs 1.5 lakh crore in the
2024-25 financial year, defence minister Rajnath Singh said on Saturday, terming the upward trajectory
a clear indicator of the country's strengthening defence industrial base.

"These numbers indicate a robust 18% growth over the previous fiscal's output of Rs 1.2 lakh crore, and
a staggering 90% increase since 2019-20, when the figure was Rs 79,071 crore," Singh said.

The landmark has been achieved due to the efforts of MoD's deptt of defence production and all
stakeholders, including defence PSUs, other public sector manufacturers and private industry.

Defence exports have also risen, reaching Rs 23,622 crore in 2024-25. Defence PSUs and other PSUs
accounted for 77% of total production, while private sector contributed 23%, up from 21% in 2023-24.
"Share of private sector reflects its growing role in country's defence ecosystem," an official said.

Both segments of the industry have shown consistent year-on-year growth due to policy reforms,
improved ease of doing business and a strategic focus on indigenisation over the past decade.
"Emphasis on reducing import dependence and building a defence industrial complex that caters to
domestic needs as yielded positive results," he added.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/defence-production-has-soared-to-an-all-time-high-of-1-5l-cr-
says-rajnath-singh/articleshow/123210662.cms
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Australian army chief kicks off 5-day visit to India

Source: The Tribune; Date: 11 Aug 2025

Chief of the Australian Army, Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, is on a five-day visit to India (August 10-
14). He is scheduled to hold high-level discussions with Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi and
senior officials of the Ministry of Defence.

The visit reaffirms the growing India-Australia engagement as both nations work to uphold a stable and
rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific. At the government level, India and Australia have institutional
mechanisms in place, with the most recent 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue held in New Delhi in November
2023 and the next edition scheduled in Australia later this year.

The two countries are advancing cooperation in capability development, logistics, interoperability and
strategic posturing in the Indo-Pacific. Operational cooperation between the Indian and Australian
Armies has steadily deepened in recent years, reflected in the increasing complexity, scale and strategic
relevance of joint exercises and deployments.

On the training and institutional cooperation front, both armies have maintained consistent and
meaningful exchanges through premier military courses and academic programmes. A notable initiative
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is the India-Australia Young Officers’ Exchange Programme, conceptualised by the late Gen Bipin
Rawat and launched during the 2022 Prime Minister-level virtual summit. This programme enables
young officers from both armies to train together, experience field environments and understand each
other’s operational ethos — an investment in future leadership synergy.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/australian-army-chief-kicks-off-5-day-visit-to-india/
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Army-lIAF launch another hunt for 200 light choppers to
replace old Cheetahs & Chetaks

Source: The Times of India; Date: 09 Aug 2025

India has once again resumed the hunt to replace its old single-engine Cheetah and Chetak
helicopters, which lack modern avionics, in-built safety mechanisms and have been dogged by a high
crash rate just like the MiG-21 fighters, causing the death of scores of pilots over the years.

The Army on Friday issued a request for information (RFI) to vendors for the acquisition of 120
reconnaissance and surveillance helicopters (RSHs) and another 80 for the IAF. “The defence ministry
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intends to urgently replace the fleet of existing Cheetah and Chetak helicopters with suitable light
helicopters of modem design,” the RFI said.

The RSHs should be able to perform surveillance by day and night, transport small number troops for
special missions, carry internal and external loads in support of ground operations and perform a “scout
role” in conjunction with attack helicopters, the RFI added.

The armed forces have been demanding new light helicopters to replace their around 350 Cheetah and
Chetak choppers, which are of the design vintage of the 1960s, for well over two decades now. They
have sounded the alarm several times but to no avail till now, as reported by TOI earlier. Defence
officials told TOI the 200 RSHs will add to the 187 (Army 126, IAF 61) light utility helicopters (LUHSs), in
the 3-tonne class, being built by defence PSU Hindustan Aeronautics (HAL) in another long-delayed
project.

Progressive induction of these new LUHs will see the Army finally begin to retire its old Cheetahs and
Chetaks from 2027 onwards, with the entire retirement-induction plan taking around a decade, an
officer said. A separate "Make in India’ project for 60 Utility Helicopter-Marines for the Navy, incidentally,
is also yet to take off. It's, however, very early days for the RSHs. The Army itself said the RFI has been
issued to finalise staff qualitative requirements, decide the procurement category and identify probable
vendors, including Indian companies forming joint ventures or production arrangements with foreign
original equipment manufacturers.

While the Cheetahs and Chetaks have certainly been the workhorses of the 14-lakh strong armed
forces, especially in high-altitude and forward areas, they have also grappled with poor serviceability
and maintainability. The Cheetahs lack modern avionics and glass cockpits that assist in stability
augmentation and build better situational awareness for the pilots to operate in low visibility and bad
weather conditions.

Officials are keeping their fingers crossed this time. For instance, the inter-governmental agreement
inked with Russia in 2015 for 200 twin-engine Kamov-226T choppers for Army (135) and IAF (65) in a
‘Make in India’ project worth around $2 billion, eventually failed to take off due to pricing and other
issues

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-seeks-200-copters-to-replace-ageing-cheetah-chetak-
fleet/articleshow/123196628.cms

After Operation Sindoor, IAF seeks more Rafales to stem
depletion of fighter squadrons

Source: The Times of India; Date: 11 Aug 2025

IAF has strongly pitched for a government-to-government deal with France to procure more Rafale
fighters under its long-pending project to acquire 114 multi-role fighter aircraft (MRFA), in which the bulk
of the jets are supposed to be manufactured domestically with foreign collaboration.
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IAF will move the MRFA case for initial acceptance of necessity (AoN), the first step in the long-winded
procurement process, to be approved by the Rajnath Singh-led Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)
within a month or two, top defence sources told TOI.

"Government will take the final decision when the MRFA case comes to DAC. But yes, IAF has
projected an urgent need for additional Rafales to stem the depletion in the number of its fighter
squadrons,” a source said.

The IAF move comes three months after military hostilities with Pakistan during Operation Sindoor from
May 7 to 10, during which the 4.5-generation Rafales were extensively used for long-range strikes
across the border. While India has not declared its fighter losses, it has dismissed Pakistan's claim that it
shot down six IAF jets, including three Rafales, on May 7. Pakistan used Chinese-origin jets like J-10s,
armed with PL-15 beyond visual range air-to-air missiles with ranges over 200km, against IAF fighters
on that day.

With the MRFA case hanging fire for the last seven-eight years after an initial cost estimate of over Rs
1.2 lakh crore, IAF is now grappling with a depleted strength of 31 fighter squadrons (16-18 jets in
each). The number will go down to the lowest-ever figure of 29 squadrons after the retirement of the
MiG-21s next month.

This when IAF is authorised 42.5 squadrons to tackle the collusive challenge from China and Pakistan,
which was strongly reinforced during Sindoor. Moreover, China is set to supply Pakistan with at least 40
J-35A fifth-generation stealth jets in the near future.

IAF has also projected the requirement for two to three squadrons of 5th-gen fighters, with the Russian
Sukhoi-57 and the American F-35 being the contenders, till the indigenous AMCA (advanced medium
combat aircraft) is ready for production by 2035. "But no official talks have begun with either Russia or
the US yet," an official said.

The IAF argument is it would make "much better economic and logistical sense" to go in for more
Rafales through a government-to-government deal in the MRFA project. "The deal can be concluded
faster than going in for an open global tender," another source said. IAF inducted 36 Rafales, acquired
under the Rs 59,000 crore inter-governmental contract with France in Sept 2016, which are deployed at
the Ambala and Hasimara air bases. "Both air bases already have the infrastructure and storage
capacity to base at least one more Rafale squadron each," the source said.

Navy is also slated to get its 26 Rafale-Marine jets, which will operate from aircraft carrier INS Vikrant, in
the 2028-2030 timeframe under the Rs 63,887 crore (almost 7 billion euros) deal inked with France in
April. "There will be a commonality in platforms and equipment if more Rafales are acquired," he said.

The push for the MRFA comes after a high-level committee, led by defence secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh, recently chalked out a detailed roadmap for IAF's "all-round accelerated capability
enhancement" to plug existing operational gaps in a time-bound manner, with greater participation from
the private sector to complement the ongoing efforts of the DRDO and defence PSUs.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/after-operation-sindoor-iaf-seeks-more-rafales-to-stem-
depletion-of-fighter-squadrons/articleshow/123223125.cms

*
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CDS highlights Op Sindoor’s success as model of tri-
service synergy

Source: The Statesman; Date: 11 Aug 2025

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Operation Sindoor’s success
is atestament to the synergy
and operational cohesion
among the three Services,
Chief of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan has said. He
also outlined the evolution
and current structure of India’s
defence organization, while
addressing the gathering at
the 21st Higher Defence Man-
agement Course (HDMC)
and senior officers at the Col-
lege of Defence Management
(CDM), Secunderabad, today.

The CDS also shared strate-
gic perspectives on Jointness
and Integration in the Armed
Forces, and highlighted key
takeaways for shaping the
future roadmap of integrated
operations. Laying stress on
the importance of compre-
hensive capability develop-
ment, General Chauhan spoke
about Aatmanirbharta and

the transformative changes
being pursued in the military
to deal with the disruptive
changes in the technology-
driven modern warfare.
Speaking on the topic,
‘National Security Architecture
and Higher Defence Man-
agement’, the CDS outlined
the evolution and current
structure of India’s defence
organisation. He highlighted
the achievements of the
Department of Military Affairs,
the functioning of national
security committees crucial

implementation of reforms,
including organisational
restructuring, and the road
map for theatre commands
to enhance joint capability.

The address underscored
theimportance of continued
reforms, coordination and
adaptability to meetevolving
national security challenges.

As part of ongoing efforts
to strengthen joint logistics
and integration, General Anil
Chauhan released the ‘Joint
Primer for Integrated Logistics’,

a comprehensive guide pre-

ations and integrati

the backbone of military oper-

10flogis-

processes across the

Armed Forces is critical to
achieving strategic >hj\‘t‘li'\-v\."

he said. This primer marks a

step forward in modernising

the logistics systems, ensuring

that the Armed Forces are

always equipped and prepared

for any challenge. It highlights
core areas of logistics inte-
gration, digitisation, common
provisioning and procurement
and integration with national
s framework. The doc-

logistics

umentis aimed atenhancing

[ri-se e logistics coordi-
nation, improving efficiency,
and ensuring greater organ-
isational effectiveness across
the Armed Forces.

Fhe CDS also inaugurated
Smart Bike Public Bicycle
Sharing Facility, a pioneering
initiative to enable convenient
access to eco-friendly e-bicy-
cles for daily commutation
to personnel at CDM, thereby

in-depth understanding of for decision-making, the pared by CDM. “Logistics is reducing the carbon footprint. ,

*

Doval meets Russian discusses

cooperation

Dy PM, military

Source: The Tribune; Date: 10 Aug 2025

In the backdrop of the US-imposed punitive tariffs, India and Russia on Friday discussed military-
cooperation besides manufacturing of civilian aircraft and metallurgy — the science of merging different
metals to make guns, aircraft parts and engines. This was part of the discussion National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval had with Russia’s First Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov on Friday. On the
same day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Viladimir Putin spoke over the phone
and re-affirmed a commitment to “deepen” the strategic partnership between the two countries.

Doval, who is on a two-day visit to Russia, on Thursday called on Russian President Vladimir Putin to
discuss the bilateral ties between both nations. He also emphasised India’s commitment to continuing
its cooperation with Russia despite outside pressure, referring to the additional tariffs imposed by US
President Donald Trump on New Delhi for purchasing Russian crude oil.

The Russian embassy in India on Saturday posted details of the Doval-Manturov meeting, saying “they
discussed topical issues of Russia-India military-technical cooperation, as well as the implementation of
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joint projects in other strategic sectors, including civil aircraft manufacturing, metallurgy and the chemical
industry”. New Delhi's war-machine is majorly sourced from Russia and this includes large fleets of
fighter jets, tanks, rifles, helicopters and the S-400 air defence system, besides the partnership for the
BrahMos missile, which proved its efficacy during Operation Sindoor.

India and Russia have a joint venture to produce the BrahMos missile in India. A majority of the Sukhoi
30 MKI jets were produced in India by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. T-90 tanks are produced at a
factory near Chennai while the AK 203 Rifle is made at a facility near Lucknow. Sweden-based
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), in its annual report on March 10 this year,
said during 2020-2024, India was second-largest importer of weapons globally. Russia, supplied 36 per
cent of these imports.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/doval-meets-russian-dy-pm-discusses-military-cooperation/

*

Indian Navy to commission two warships on Aug 26

Source: The Tribune; Date: 11 Aug 2025

The Navy is preparing for the simultaneous commissioning of two frontline warships — Udaygiri and
Himgiri — on August 26 at Visakhapatnam. This will be the first time that two major warships built by
Indian shipyards are being commissioned together. Both vessels are part of the ‘Project 17A’ stealth
frigate programme. Udaygiri has been built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), Mumbai,
while Himgiri has been constructed by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata. Both
shipyards are owned by the Ministry of Defence.
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Udaygiri and Himgiri represent a generational leap over earlier designs. Displacing about 6,700 tonnes,
the P17A frigates are roughly 5 per cent larger than their predecessor Shivalik-class frigates, yet feature
a sleeker form with a reduced radar cross-section.

They are powered by Combined Diesel or Gas (CODOG) propulsion plants using diesel engines and
gas turbines that drive controllable-pitch propellers, all managed through an Integrated Platform
Management System (IPMS). Their weapon suite includes the land-attack version of the BrahMos
missile, medium-range surface-to-air missiles and advanced anti-submarine warfare and underwater
weapon systems. Rigorous sea trials have validated the frigates’ hull, machinery, firefighting, damage
control, navigation and communication systems, confirming their readiness for operational deployment.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/navy-to-commission-two-warships-on-aug-26/
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Science & Technology News
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After NISAR mission, India to
communication sat: ISRO chief

launch 6500-kg US

Source: The Times of India; Date: 11 Aug 2025

After launching the world's costliest earth observation mission NISAR in collaboration with the US on
July 30, India is set to launch a US communication satellite —Block-2 BlueBird — weighing 6,500 kg in
a couple of months, Isro chairman V Narayanan disclosed on Sunday.

The Block 2 BlueBird satellite features large communication arrays, up to 2,400 sq ft, and has been
designed to achieve data transmission speeds of up to 12 Mbps, enabling voice, data and video
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communication capabilities for end users. The satellite will provide direct-to-smartphone broadband
connectivity, eliminating the need for specialised terminals.

The next-generation American satellite is expected to reach India in Sept and will be launched aboard
LVM-3-M5, Isro's heaviest rocket, from the Sriharikota spaceport. BlueBird satellite uses AST &
Science's patented technologies for connecting to cellphones in a space environment for their
SpaceMobile constellation.

The satellite has a communications array measuring 64.38 sq m to establish direct connectivity with
cellphones via 3GPP-standard frequencies, in partnership with leading cellular service providers around
the world. After NISAR, the Block-2 BlueBird launch will further boost Indo-US space collaboration.

Narayanan, who was presented with an honorary Doctor of Science degree by Maharashtra governor
C.P. Radhakrishnan during the convocation ceremony at SRM Institute of Science and Technology at
Kattankulathur near Chennai, talked about the rapid strides India’s made in the field of space
technology.

He said Isro was set up in 1963, with a tiny rocket being donated by the US that year to mark the
beginning of the Indian space programme. In 1975, with satellite data given by the US, Isro
demonstrated ‘mass communication’ through 2,400 TV sets at 2,400 villages across six Indian states.
“From that (humble beginnings), the 30th of July was a historic day for the Indian space programme.
We have launched the NISAR satellite, the costliest one ever built in the world. Today, we are working
shoulder to shoulder with advanced countries,” Narayanan said.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/after-nisar-mission-india-to-launch-6500-kg-us-communication-
sat-isro-chief/articleshow/123223740.cms
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