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Armed drones to mountain radars: Defence Ministry clears 

arms deal worth Rs 67,000 crore 

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 06 Aug 2025

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday 

approved a range of military procurement proposals for the armed forces worth nearly Rs 67,000 

crore.

These include the procurement of  Medium Altitude Long Endurance (MALE) Remotely Piloted 

Aircraft  (RPAs)  for  the  three  services,  a  compact  autonomous  surface  craft  for  the  Navy, 

maintenance  support  for  the  C-17  and  C-130J  fleets  of  the  Indian  Air  Force  (IAF),  and  a 

comprehensive annual maintenance contract for the S-400 long range air defence missile system.

The DAC’s approval for the maintenance of both American and Russian platforms with the IAF can 

be considered a display of strategic autonomy by India, especially at a time when the US President 

Donald Trump has been criticising India over its crude oil imports from Russia, a move New Delhi 

termed “unjustified and unreasonable targeting” of the country.
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The IAF has a fleet of 12 C-130J-30 Super Hercules Aircraft, procured from the US in 2010-11, 

followed  by  additional  orders  in  the  subsequent  years.  The  IAF  operates  a  fleet  of  11  C-17 

Globemaster III aircraft procured between 2013 and 2019. Both were procured by India from the 

US under separate Foreign Military Sale (FMS) agreements.

India had signed the S-400 deal with Russia in 2018, a year after the US passed the Countering 

America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). The long range surface to air missile 

system played a critical role in defending Indian skies during Operation Sindoor between May 7 

and 10.

These  procurements  are  particularly  significant  in  the  light  of  Operation  Sindoor,  which  was 

launched by India on May 7 after the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam that left 26 people dead,  

and appear to be drawn from lessons learnt from it.

According to a statement issued by the Defence Ministry, the DAC has granted an  Acceptance of 

Necessity (AoN) for the procurement of Thermal Imager-based Driver Night Sights for the Battle 

Mechanised Platforms with the Army, which will enhance the night driving capability of BMPs and 

provide higher mobility and operational advantage to the mechanised infantry.

The DAC is the primary body responsible for approving major capital acquisitions in defence. The 

first step in the defence procurement process is the Acceptance of Necessity (AoN). However, 

obtaining an AoN does not always lead to a final order.

The DAC also approved the procurement of the compact autonomous surface craft, the BrahMos 

fire control system and launchers, and the upgrade of the BARAK-1 point defence missile system 

for the Navy.

“The procurement of the compact autonomous surface craft will enable the Indian Navy to detect,  

classify and neutralise threats during anti-submarine warfare missions,” the statement said.

For the Indian Air Force, an AoN was granted for the procurement of mountain radars and the 

upgrade  of  the  SAKSHAM/SPYDER  weapon  system,  which  will  enhance  air  surveillance 

capabilities along and across borders in mountainous regions.

The upgrade of the SAKSHAM/SPYDER system for integration with the Integrated Air Command 

and Control System will strengthen India’s air defence capabilities. Additionally, the procurement of 

MALE RPAs for three services will support round-the-clock surveillance and combat readiness, as 

these  aircraft  can  carry  multiple  payloads  and  weapons  while  operating  at  longer  ranges  for 

extended missions.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/rpas-for-3-services-to-mountain-radars-dac-clears-

procurements-worth-rs-67000-cr-10172001/

*

2



Newspaper Clippings, 06/08/2025, Vol. 50, No. 146

DSL - DESIDOC

र぀ቌ䲋� स㠾� ल�कर぀ तकम⸿नक� तक, ह㥁#ए कई कर぀�र぀
Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 06 Aug 2025

*

Eye on Beijing, Delhi & Manila unite in strategic partnership 

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 06 Aug 2025

India  and  the  Philippines  upgraded  their  relationship  to  a  strategic  partnership  with  focus  on 

expanding defence, security and maritime cooperation, as PM Modi on Tuesday hosted President 

Ferdinand Marcos Jr for bilateral talks.

The two sides signed 13 agreements and MoUs, which included finalisation of terms of reference 

for  cooperation  between all  three  wings  of  the  armed forces,  as  Modi  expressed support  for 

freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific in line with international laws.

Amid protests by China against joint patrolling by India and the Philippines in the South China Sea 

(SCS), both sides expressed concern over "coercive and aggressive actions" there that impact 

regional peace and stability and called upon relevant parties to exercise self-restraint and commit 

to peaceful and constructive means to resolve and manage disputes.

According to a joint statement, the leaders underscored that the final and binding 2016 arbitral 

award on the SCS was a significant milestone and the basis for peacefully resolving disputes in 

accordance with international law. The award had refuted China's expansive claims on SCS waters 

in its dispute with Manila. In 2023, India had for the first time explicitly called upon China to abide 

by the ruling and followed it up with a similar assertion in a joint statement with Quad a year later.

Among other key takeaways from the meeting was adoption of terms of reference for negotiations 

for a preferential  trade agreement and signing of an agreement for mutual legal assistance in 

criminal matters. The leaders also adopted a plan of action (2025-2029) for implementation of the 

strategic partnership. India also announced a gratis e-tourist visa facility for Filipino nationals for a 

period of one year.
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Modi also thanked Marcos, who has been looking to ramp up defence and security cooperation 

with countries like India and Japan amid increasing tensions with China in the SCS, for a strong 

condemnation of the Pahalgam terrorist attack.

"As  maritime  nations,  maritime  cooperation  between  the  two  countries  is  both  natural  and 

necessary. Today, when the President is in India, three ships of the Indian Navy are participating in 

a naval exercise in the Philippines for the first time. India's hydrography ship is also involved in 

this," Modi said, adding that India and Philippines are friends by choice, and partners by destiny.

The leaders called for expeditious conclusion of negotiations for the preferential trade agreement 

(PTA) for promotion of mutual trade and Manila expressed interest in procuring more defence 

equipment from India, apart from the BrahMos missile defence systems India is already supplying 

to it. For India, helping Manila build up its defence capabilities is also a way of getting back at 

Beijing, a major defence supplier to Pakistan.

The visit by Marcos, who backed interoperability between the armed forces of the two countries, 

coincided with  India's  first  joint  patrol  of  the  SCS with  the Philippines.  The PLA accused the 

Philippines of "rallying an external country to interfere in the SCS by organising so-called joint 

patrols which undermine regional peace and stability". It did not name India.

The visit by Marcos also took place ahead of a likely visit to China by Modi later this month for the  

SCO summit. Talks are also on for a possible visit by Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi to India this 

month.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/eye-on-beijing-delhi-manila-unite-in-strategic-

partnership/articleshow/123126821.cms

*

Long-range precision hits had psychological impact on pak: 

CDS

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 06 Aug 2025

Long-range  precision  strikes  during  the  cross-border  hostilities  in  May  caused  "a  huge 

psychological impact" in Pakistan, chief of defence staff General Anil Chauhan said on Tuesday, 

reiterating that Operation Sindoor had not yet been called off.

The  CDS  emphasised  the  need  to  adapt  swiftly  to  disruptive  technologies,  rethink  legacy 

structures  and  prioritise  synergy  across  the  Army,  Navy  and  IAF  to  tackle  the  challenges 

emanating from the constantly evolving nature of warfare. "War and politics are closely related. 

Wars are often fought to achieve political purposes. Today, we see very short, precise wars - like in 

Operation Sindoor - where political goals are achieved through rapid and targeted action," the CDS 

said at the inaugural edition of the Annual Trident Lecture Series organised by the Centre for Joint  

Warfare Studies.

Noting that  "domination" through impact  and effect  is  the new norm, the CDS said Operation 

Sindoor was not undertaken to capture territory or prisoners of war. "There were very long-range 

precision  strikes  (at  selected  targets).  The  impact  was  important.  Physical  was  less,  but  the 

psychological impact was much more. (India) could hit very, very deep inside with precision," he 

said.
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"It  created a huge impact  psychologically,  displaying sophistication and superiority.  This is  the 

matrix of victory today, it has nothing to do with territory. This is how domination is changing," he 

added.

In keeping with the "new norms" laid down by the govt, the CDS said the Indian armed forces need 

to  maintain  "a  very  high  order"  of  operational  preparedness  around-the-clock.  Cross-border 

terrorism will get the appropriate response from India and terrorists can no longer find safe haven 

within Pakistan, he said.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/long-range-precision-hits-had-psychological-impact-on-

pakistan-cds/articleshow/123126940.cms

*

Inaugural India-New Zealand Defence Strategic Dialogue held 

in New Delhi   

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 05 Aug 2025

The inaugural edition of India-New Zealand Defence Strategic Dialogue was held in New Delhi on 

August 05, 2025 to discuss security perspectives and further bolster bilateral cooperation. The 

meeting was co-chaired by Joint Secretary (International Cooperation), Ministry of Defence, India 

Shri  Amitabh Prasad and Head of International Branch, Ministry of Defence, New Zealand Ms 

Kathleen Pearce. 

Both nations expressed satisfaction at the ongoing defence cooperation and identified means to 

enhance the existing areas of collaboration, especially in the fields of training, capability building, 

defence industry, maritime security and multinational cooperation. The co-chairs also articulated 

steps in the direction of emerging areas of cooperation and issues pertaining to global commons. 

The Indian side complimented New Zealand for its successful command of CTF-150 in which five 

Indian Navy personnel were also deputed as staff. Both sides also discussed ways to build up 

ongoing White Shipping Information Exchange towards enhancement of information sharing. 

India-New Zealand Defence Strategic Dialogue was constituted under an MoU signed between the 

two countries in March 2025, a significant milestone in intensifying defence relations.

India and New Zealand engagements span a wide spectrum of cooperation – political, defence 

and security collaboration, capacity building and education. These developments reflect mutual 

trust,  shared democratic  values,  the  deep-rooted  people-to-people  ties  and a  mutual  love  for 

cricket that binds both nations. The bilateral ties gained momentum with the visit of the President 

of India to New Zealand in August 2024, and bilateral meeting between the Prime Ministers in 

March 2025.

As part of the official visit to India, Ms Kathleen Pearce also called on Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri 

Sanjay Seth and Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh in New Delhi on August 04, 2025.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2152813

*
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Thailand  approves  $600-million  deal  for  Swedish  fighter 

aircraft

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 06 Aug 2025
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The World and its nuclear weapons

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 06 Aug 2025
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