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Fri, 27 March 2020 

DRDO Scientists developing products  
essential to fight COVID-19 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) scientists are in the  
process of developing many products essential to tackle coronavirus. DRDO Chairman,  

Dr G Satheesh Reddy told news agency ANI that hand sanitizers developed by the  
organization are already being distributed to many people 

New Delhi: The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) scientists are in the process 
of developing many products essential to tackle coronavirus. DRDO Chairman, Dr G Satheesh Reddy told 
news agency ANI that hand sanitizers developed by the organization are already being distributed to many 
people.  

"In the last 15-20 days, we have supplied more than 20,000 
sanitizer bottles to various agencies," Reddy said.  

"We have also developed N-99 and 3 layered masks, we have 
produced more than 20,000 masks and supplied to various agencies, 
including Delhi Police," he further added.  

"Some time back DRDO developed a ventilator along with 
Society for Biomedical Technology (SBMT), its technology has 
been transferred to the industry. An industry in Mysore is producing 
the secondary version of that ventilator now" 

Since Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the 21-day lockdown to combat coronavirus there 
has been a panic buying of essential items. Things like hand sanitizers and face masks have become high 
demand, high-priority items that people have been buying on a large scale.  

Coronavirus has thus far infected over 600 people in India killing 13. Worldwide, the death toll due to 
COVID-19 has surpassed the 20,000 mark. 
https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/drdo-scientists-developing-products-essential-to-fight-covid-19-
601760 
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Manufacture masks, ventilators at DRDO:  
Telangana Health Min to centre  

Telangana Health Minister Eatala Rajender on Thursday urged Union Health Minister, Dr Harsh 
Vardhan, to allow the manufacturing of N-95 masks, personal protection equipment, and ventilators at 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), and 
Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL) in Hyderabad 

Hyderabad: Telangana Health Minister Eatala Rajender on Thursday urged Union Health Minister, Dr 
Harsh Vardhan, to allow the manufacturing of N-95 masks, personal protection equipment, and ventilators at 
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), and 
Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL) in Hyderabad. Rajender during the video conference held 
with the Union Health Minister also said that products like drugs, medical equipment, and essentials are not 
crossing the state borders. 
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Vardhan said the next two weeks are crucial and those from abroad are asked to be under observation and 
not to leave the home quarantine. A total of 649 confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been reported in India 
so far, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare informed today. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had on Tuesday announced a 21-day lockdown in the entire country 
effective from midnight to deal with the spread of coronavirus, saying that "social distancing" is the only 
option to deal with the disease, which spreads rapidly. (ANI) 
(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.) 
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/978609-manufacture-masks-ventilators-at-drdo-telangana-
health-min-to-centre 
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DRDO to produce 5,000 ventilators  
to treat coronavirus patients 

New Delhi: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) Chairman Dr. G Satheesh Reddy 
on Thursday said his organisation is working to produce 5,000 ventilators per month which are required for 
the treatment of COVID-19 patients. “Some time back DRDO developed a ventilator along with Society for 
Biomedical Technology (SBMT), its technology has been transferred to the industry. An industry in Mysore 
is producing the secondary version of that ventilator now. The Bharat Electronics Limited has also joined in 
and another private industry is also coming in,”  

Reddy told ANI. Reddy said their lab in Mysore has supplied some critical parts for the ventilators and 
that industry can produce around 5,000 ventilators per month now. By increasing their capacity, they can 
take it up to 10,000 ventilators per month to meet the shortages. 

 “My laboratories have already helped in the distribution of 20,000 bottles of hand sanitizers which are 
being given to different organisations including the Delhi Police, the three armed forces and other security 
agencies,” Reddy said.  

DRDO Chairman said many other private players including Anand Mahindra have also shown interest in 
this and if they come in, the production output can be taken much higher.  

“We have also developed N-99 and 3 layered masks, we have produced more than 20,000 masks and 
supplied to various agencies, including Delhi Police,” Reddy highlighted.  

DRDO is also working for providing ready to eat meals for government and health sector workers 
through its Defence Food Research laboratory in Mysore which specialises in providing such meals to 
armed forces’ personnel. (ANI) 
http://idrw.org/drdo-to-produce-5000-ventilators-to-treat-coronavirus-patients/ . 
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Fri, 27 March 2020 

कोरोना से युद्ध म हमारे हाथ मजबूत करेगा  
DRDO, िवकिसत िकया वदेशी विटलेटर 
डीआरडीओ के अ यक्ष, डॉ जी सतेश रे डी ने कहा िक कुछ समय पहले DRDO ने  

सोसायटी फॉर बायोमेिडकल टेक्नोलॉजी (SBMT) के साथ एक विटलेटर िवकिसत  

िकया, इसकी तकनीक को इंड ट्री लेवल पर विटलेटर तैयार करने के िलए दे िदया गया है.  

नई िद लीः कोरोना के सकंटकाल म भारत का रक्षा अनुसधंान और िवकास सगंठन भी आगे आया है. भारत म 

कोरोना के कारण उपजी वा य सम या को देखत ेहुए DRDO ने उ नत तकनीिक वाला विटलेटर िवकिसत िकया है. 

इसकी तकनीिक को विटलेटर इंड ट्री को सपा गया है. 

तािक इसे तुरंत ही बड़ ेपैमाने पर बनाकर प्रयोग म लाया जा सके. युद्धक ि थितय  म भारत को मजबूत बनाने वाला 
DRDO कोरोना से भी युद्ध म देश को कमजोर नहीं पड़ने देगा.  

कोरोना से लड़ाई म िसफर्  दो हिथयार आएंगे काम 
दरअसल कोरोना के बढ़ते सकंट के बीच सबसे बड़ ेदो ही हिथयार ह, एक है सोशल िड टिसगं और दसूरा है बेहतर 

वा य सिुवधाएं. प्रधानमतं्री मोदी की अपील और घोषणा के बाद भारत म 21 िदन का लॉकडाउन लागू है. ऐसे म लोग 

सोशल िड टिसगं तो फॉलो कर रहे ह, 

लेिकन इससे पूरी तरह िनपटने के िलए बहुत बेहतर वा य सेवाओं का होना ज री है. क्य िक अगर कोरोना बड़ े

लेवल पर लोग  को अपना िशकार बनाना शु  करगा तो इस तर पर अ पताल  म अलग आइसोलेशन वॉडर् और 

विटलेटर की कमी से जझूना पड़ सकता है. 

DRDO अ यक्ष ने दी जानकारी 
इस बारे म खुद DRDO के अ यक्ष ने जानकारी दी है. उ ह ने खुद इस विटलेटर के बारे म बताया और कहा ज द ही 

इसे तैयार कर िलया जाएगा. डीआरडीओ के अ यक्ष, डॉ जी सतेश रे डी ने कहा िक कुछ समय पहले DRDO ने 

सोसायटी फॉर बायोमेिडकल टेक्नोलॉजी (SBMT) के साथ एक विटलेटर िवकिसत िकया, 

इसकी तकनीक को इंड ट्री लेवल पर विटलेटर तैयार करने के िलए दे िदया गया है. मसैरू की एक इंड ट्री इसका 
िनमार्ण कर रही है और यह उ नत विटलेटर का सेकड एिडशन है.  

42 नए मामले सामने आए ह 
वा य मतं्रालय की ओर से जारी आंकड़  के मतुािबक बीते 24 घंट  म देशभर म कोरोना से चार मरीज  की मौत हो 

गई है जबिक 42 नए मामले सामने आए ह. वा य मतं्रालय के सयंुक्त सिचव लव अग्रवाल ने जानकारी देते हुए कहा 
िक देश म कोरोना से पीिड़त मरीज  की सखं्या बढ़कर 649 हो गई है. 
https://zeenews.india.com/hindi/zee-hindustan/national/drdo-will-strengthen-our-hand-in-war-with-corona-
developed-indigenous-ventilator/659352 
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Fri, 27 March 2020 

Covid-19: India involves DRDO and OFB  
in fight against the coronavirus pandemic 

By Rahul Bedi 
New Delhi: India’s Ministry of Defence (MoD) has pressed the state-owned Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) and Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) into making assorted medical 
supplies and equipment to battle the ongoing Covid-19 coronavirus outbreak in the country. 

Officials told Jane’s that the DRDO has already begun producing hand-sanitising liquid and other 
disinfectants at its laboratories, while the OFB has launched a pilot project to make personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for medical personnel. 

The OFB will eventually manufacture this equipment at some of its 41 units across India, once the first 
batch meets the mandated medical standards, officials said. 

Meanwhile, the DRDO is in consultations with private-sector manufacturers to make badly-needed 
ventilators, as India struggles to enforce the biggest-ever lockdown of its population of 1.3 billion until 14 
April in order to contain the spread of the virus. 
https://www.janes.com/article/95121/covid-19-india-involves-drdo-and-ofb-in-fight-against-the-
coronavirus-pandemic 
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Allow DRDO, ECIL to manufacture  
masks: Etala Rajender 

In a video conference with the Union Health Minister, he said that allowing such 
top class scientific organisations will go a long way in meeting the huge demand for safety  
equipment needed for health care workers, while they tend to Covid-19 positive patients. 

Hyderabad: The State government on Thursday requested Union Health 
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan to permit Hyderabad-based research facilities 
including Electronic Corporation of India Limited (ECIL), Bharat Dynamics 
Limited (BDL) and Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) to manufacture safety medical equipment including Personnel 
Protection Equipment (PPE), ventilators, N95 masks and other medical 
equipment needed n Intensive Care Units (ICU).  

In a video conference with the Union Health Minister, he said that 
allowing such top class scientific organisations will go a long way in 
meeting the huge demand for safety equipment needed for health care workers, while they tend to Covid-19 
positive patients. 

Rajender also raised the issue of teething troubles in transporting vital goods including life saving drugs 
and other medical equipment between inter-state borders. The State government requested Dr Harsh 
Vardhan to intervene to clear such bottlenecks. 

Dr. Harsh Vardhan appreciated the State government efforts in containing the novel strain of coronavirus 
and said the next two-weeks will be crucial in containing the coronavirus pandemic. 
https://telanganatoday.com/allow-drdo-ecil-to-manufacture-masks-etala-rajender 
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Fri, 27 March 2020 

With single ventilator service can  
be provided to several persons 

 
https://epaper.eenadu.net/Home/Index 
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DRDO war on corona 
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A team of six doctors and eight paramedical personnel of the Army was deployed in the Maldives since 
March 13 for setting up a viral testing lab. 

Sanitizers, Masks Readied 
The statement said that DRDO laboratories had manufactured 20,000 litres of sanitizer and supplied them 

to various organisations, including 10,000 litres to the Delhi Police. “DRDO has also supplied 10,000 masks 
to Delhi police personnel. It is tying up with some private companies to make personal protection equipment 
such as bodysuits and ventilators,” it said. 

The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) has also ramped up production of sanitizers, masks and bodysuits 
and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) was engaged in manufacturing ventilators. 

The Ministry said that various quarantine facilities of the armed forces have, so far, handled 1,462 
evacuees and discharged 389. Presently, 1,073 persons were being provided care at the facilities in Manesar, 
Hindon, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and Mumbai. 

Seperately, the Indian Air Force (IAF) said the Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore had been 
designated as its first laboratory to undertake COVID-19 testing. “IAF aircraft are continuing to fly in 
medical supplies and doctors to Leh and fly out blood samples for COVID testing to Chandigarh and Delhi,” 
it said in a statement. 

The IAF had created nine quarantine facilities of 200-300 personnel capacity each across the country. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/army-medical-teams-2-navy-ships-ready-to-help-friendly-
nations/article31173950.ece 

 

 
Fri, 27 March 2020 

Rajnath asks armed forces to ramp up  
efforts to check spread of coronavirus 

New Delhi: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday asked the armed forces, defence public sector 
undertakings and other military organisations to provide all possible assistance to civilian authorities in their 
efforts to halt the spread of coronavirus in the country. 

He issued the directive while chairing a high-level meeting to review overall preparedness of the defence 
ministry in containing the spread of the coronavirus which has infected over 600 and killed at least 10 
people in India so far. 

India is under a 21-day lockdown from Tuesday midnight as part of efforts to check COVID-19. 
In the meeting, Singh appreciated the proactive role played by the armed forces and various departments 

of the defence ministry in evacuating Indian nationals as well as foreigners from coronavirus- affected 
countries and ensuring their proper care at various quarantine facilities. 

“He urged the armed forces and other departments to gear up their preparedness and provide all required 
assistance to the civilian administration at various levels,” the defence ministry said in a statement. 

Giving details of contribution by various defence entities, it said the DRDO laboratories have 
manufactured 20,000 litres of sanitiser and supplied to various organisations, including 10,000 litres to Delhi 
Police. 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has also supplied 10,000 masks to Delhi 
Police personnel. It is tying up with some private companies to make personal protection equipment such as 
body suits and ventilators, officials said. 

The ministry said the Ordnance Factory Board has also ramped up production of sanitisers, masks and 
body suits while DPSU Bharat Electronics Limited is engaged in manufacturing of ventilators. 

At the meeting, officials briefed Singh on various measures and assistance provided so far by the armed 
forces. 
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The Indian Air Force has made several sorties and evacuated Indian nationals from countries like China, 
Japan and Iran. 

Various quarantine facilities of the armed forces have handled 1,462 evacuees and discharged 389. 
Currently, 1,073 people are being provided care at the facilities in Manesar, Hindan, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and 
Mumbai. 

Additional quarantine facilities are on standby with for 950 people. 
The meeting was attended by Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat, Defence Secretary Dr Ajay 

Kumar, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal R K S 
Bhadauria, Chief of Army Staff General M M Naravane, Secretary (Defence Production) Raj Kumar and 
DRDO Chairman G Satheesh Reddy. (agencies) 
https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/rajnath-asks-armed-forces-to-ramp-up-efforts-to-check-spread-of-
coronavirus/ 
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Army starts Covid-19 testing in its hospitals,  
issues fresh guidelines to fight pandemic 

The IAF, meanwhile, has designated Command Hospital  
Air Force, Bengaluru, to conduct Covid-19 testing 

By Amrita Nayak Dutta 
New Delhi: The Army has initiated Covid-19 testing in their hospitals as India gears up to test more 

people amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
According to senior Army officers, five Army hospitals have been conducting testing of Covid-19. These 

facilities are Armed Forces Medical College, Pune, Command Hospitals in Udhampur, Lucknow, 
Bangalore, and the R&R Army Hospital in Delhi. 

The decision in this regard came earlier this month, Army sources said. 
The move comes at a time when the country — with just 52 government laboratories — clearly lacks 

adequate testing facilities. 
With the rising number of confirmed cases, India has already expanded Covid-19 testing to private labs 

and asked every state to earmark at least one hospital to treat coronavirus patients. 
The Indian Council of Medical Research, the country’s apex health research body, has put out a series of 

guidelines for Covid-19 testing in private laboratories. 
Army to be trained to fight Covid-19 
Sources said Army personnel are being nominated for training in various reputed medical institutes across 

the country, such as the National Institute of Virology, Pune, PGIMER, Chandigarh, King George’s Medical 
University, Lucknow, and AIIMS in New Delhi to be better prepared to deal with the pandemic. 

The Indian Air Force, meanwhile, has designated the Command Hospital Air Force, Bengaluru, to 
conduct Covid-19 testing. 

“To monitor the prevailing situation and provide immediate response and assistance as required, a 24×7 
crisis management cell has been set up at Air Headquarters and various Command Headquarters. IAF 
aircraft are continuing to fly in medical supplies and doctors to Leh and flying out blood samples for Covid 
testing to Chandigarh and Delhi,” an IAF statement read. 

The Defence Research and Development Establishment (DRDE) in Gwalior has also started conducting 
tests for Covid-19. 

The DRDE, which is a part of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), is the 
nodal lab for the development of chemical-biological defence technologies.  
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Army issues fresh guidelines 
The Army Thursday issued fresh instructions on measures required to fight the pandemic. 
This included identifying additional infrastructure for setting up of quarantine or isolation centers in each 

station for the troops, extending the Army’s network of hospitals and laboratory facilities to assist civil 
administration in areas affected by the novel coronavirus. 

The instructions further said a plan should be prepared for sidestepping medical personnel from lesser-
affected areas to augment healthcare in severely-affected areas if required, and additional training of the 
Army’s own medical personnel at various hospitals to be better prepared to fight Covid-19. 

The armed forces have put in place over a dozen isolation facilities across the country, of which, five are 
housing 1,073 people — most of them have been evacuees of different countries.  

ThePrint had earlier reported that the military has put in place strict drills to stop coronavirus from getting 
into its bases, which included disallowing entry of civil contractual staff and staggered office and meal 
timings. 

Meanwhile, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Thursday met Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Bipin 
Rawat, Army Chief General M.M. Naravane, IAF chief Air Marshal R.K.S. Bhadauria and Navy chief 
Admiral Karambir Singh to review the action plan of the Defence Ministry with regard to dealing with 
Covid-19. 
https://theprint.in/defence/army-starts-covid-19-testing-in-its-hospitals-issues-fresh-guidelines-to-fight-
pandemic/388770/ 
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Provide assistance to civilian authorities:  
Ranjnath Singh to armed forces  

The defence minister appreciated the efforts in evacuating Indian  
nationals as well as foreigners from coronavirus- affected countries 

New Delhi: Defence minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday asked the armed forces, defence public sector 
undertakings and other military organisations to provide all possible assistance to civilian authorities in their 
efforts to halt the spread of coronavirus in the country. 

He issued the directive while chairing a high-level meeting to review overall preparedness of the defence 
ministry in containing the spread of the coronavirus which has infected over 600 and killed at least 13 
people in India so far. 

India is under a 21-day lockdown from Tuesday midnight as part of efforts to check COVID-19. 
In the meeting, Singh appreciated the proactive role played by the armed forces and various departments 

of the defence ministry in evacuating Indian nationals as well as foreigners from coronavirus-affected 
countries and ensuring their proper care at various quarantine facilities. 

"He urged the armed forces and other departments to gear up their preparedness and provide all required 
assistance to the civilian administration at various levels," the defence ministry said in a statement. 

Giving details of contribution by various defence entities, it said the DRDO laboratories have 
manufactured 20,000 litres of sanitiser and supplied to various organisations, including 10,000 litres to Delhi 
Police. 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has also supplied 10,000 masks to Delhi 
Police personnel. It is tying up with some private companies to make personal protection equipment such as 
body suits and ventilators, officials said. 

The ministry said the Ordnance Factory Board has also ramped up production of sanitisers, masks and 
body suits while DPSU Bharat Electronics Limited is engaged in manufacturing of ventilators. 
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At the meeting, officials briefed Singh on various measures and assistance provided so far by the armed 
forces. 

The Indian Air Force has made several sorties and evacuated Indian nationals from countries like China, 
Japan and Iran. 

Various quarantine facilities of the armed forces have handled 1,462 evacuees and discharged 389. 
Currently, 1,073 people are being provided care at the facilities in Manesar, Hindan, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and 
Mumbai. 

Additional quarantine facilities are on standby with for 950 people. 
The meeting was attended by Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat, Defence Secretary Dr Ajay 

Kumar, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal RKS 
Bhadauria, Chief of Army Staff General M M Naravane, Secretary (Defence Production) Raj Kumar and 
DRDO Chairman G Satheesh Reddy. 
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/provide-assistance-to-civilian-authorities-ranjnath-singh-to-armed-
forces/cid/1759415 
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Covid-19: PM Modi directs ministries to  
scale production of medical equipment 

The railways is mulling using its vast pool of coaches to be converted to isolation wards 
By Anisha Dutta 

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has asked government ministries to find innovative ways of 
using their resources to set up manufacturing of medical equipment like ventilators and scaling up their 
production. The cabinet meeting chaired by the PM on Wednesday discussed ways of using state-owned 
facilities and production units for boosting manufacture and supply of medical equipment and setting up 
quarantine facilities.  

The railways is mulling using its vast pool of coaches to be converted to isolation wards. It has already 
begun work on using locomotive production units to manufacture ventilators and other medical equipment. 
“There is a plan to use vast pool of non-AC coaches for setting up isolation wards and about 20,000 such 
coaches had been identified for the same. Railways has also begun production of masks, sanitisers and other 
supplies,” a railway ministry official said.  

Indian Railways has also been tasked with using its large manufacturing and locomotive production units 
and workshops for manufacturing essential medical equipment such as ventilators, hospital beds, and 
stretchers, among others, on a war-footing.  

The national carrier has issued directions to production units - the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai and 
Diesel Loco Works in Varanasi - among others. The Railway Board has asked production units and 
workshops to assess the feasibility to manufacture these items in large quantities, as may be required, at a 
short notice.  

Ministries like defence and the heavy industries and public enterprises have also been asked to utilise 
their resources for ramping up production of medical gear. Defence ministry’s production units like R&D 
organization the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) are exploring collaborations 
with private companies for production of ventilators. The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) too have been 
tasked with production of medical supply. State owned aerospace and defence company Bharat Electronics 
Limited has also been engaged in manufacturing of ventilators.  

The ministry of heavy industries has reached out to automobile manufacturers for utilising their 
manufacturing facilities for production of ventilators. The ministry has written to automakers seeking their 
help to aid the government. 
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“We are working on an automated version of the Bag Valve Mask ventilator (commonly known as Ambu 
bag). We hope to have a proto ready in three days for approval. Once proven this design will be made 
available to all for manufacturing,” Pawan Goenka, managing director of Mahindra and Mahindra Limited, 
said.  

The availability of ventilators will be a key determinant in India’s success to keep the mortality rate of 
Covid-19 patients down, should community transmission sets in. India needs around 2.1 ventilators per 
10,000 patients to battle the Covid-19 outbreak, according to medical experts.  

On March 21, a panel of senior scientists cleared an industry proposal to ramp up production of 
ventilators in the country to minimise shortages in the context of an increasing number of people testing 
positive for the Sar-CoV-2 virus, which causes the Covid-19 infection. 

The textile ministry has also pointed towards the shortage of body coveralls and N-95 masks for 
healthcare staff. An emergency control room has also been setup by the ministry to monitor production and 
supply of medical textiles including N-95 mask, body coveralls and melt-blown fabric. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/covid-19-pm-modi-directs-ministries-to-scale-production-of-
medical-equipment/story-gKgZxcaaZEzD8ZGhnt2j6J.html 

 

 
Fri, 27 March 2020 

India pulls out all stops to  
combat Covid-19 pandemic 

India is currently under a 21-day lockdown to break the chain of transmission  
of coronavirus which has infected over 650 people so far in the country 

New Delhi: India is pulling out all the stops to fight the coronavirus pandemic by drafting in state-owned 
facilities and production units and private companies to boost manufacture and supply of medical equipment 
and setting up quarantine facilities.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday asked 
Central government ministries to look for innovative 
ways of using their resources to set up manufacturing 
of medical equipment like ventilators and scaling up 
their production to check the spread of coronavirus that 
has now affected over 650 people in the country and 
taken more than 10 lives so far. 

The country is currently under a 21-day lockdown 
to break the chain of transmission of coronavirus.  

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has also joined the fight against Covid-
19. 

“Some time back DRDO developed a ventilator along with Society for Biometrical Technology (SBMT), 
its technology has been transferred to the industry. An industry in Mysore is producing the secondary 
version of that ventilator now,” DRDO Chairman Dr G Sateesh Reddy said according to ANI. 

“DRDO scientists are working on the development of many products to tackle Covid_19. Sanitizers 
developed by us have been distributed to many people. In the last 15-20 days we have supplied more than 
20,000 sanitizer bottles to various agencies,” Reddy said.  

The chief of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) said it is ready to act any time.  
“12 battalions and 50 sub-units deployed across country on standby. 400 personnel geared with Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPEs) are present in every battalion. We are ready to act anytime if states need,” ANI 
quoted NDRF Director General SN Pradhan as saying.  



 

T
unit
stret

V
dow
Cov

T
prod

R
vent

T
isol

T
text

D
prep
defe
civi

V
Cur
Mum
http
qllA

N
Sing
prov

W
to c
Udh

D
evac
as e

T
pres
Jodh
offic

D
incl
tyin
vent

T
suit

The governm
ts and work
tchers, amo

Ventilators w
wn if commu
vid-19 outbr
The governm
duction of v
RC Bhargav
tilators follo

The ministr
ation wards

The textile m
tiles includin
Defence M
paredness o
ence public
ilian authori
Various qua
rrently, 1,07
mbai. 

ps://www.hin
Auq2bT3HpI

R

New Delhi: 
gh on Thur
viding assis
With civilian
conduct the
hampur and
During the t
cuating Ind

ensuring the
The quarant
sent, 1,073 
hpur and M
cial. 

DRDO labs,
luding 10,00
ng up with s
tilators, said

The Ordnan
s, while def

ment has ta
kshops for m
ong others, o
will be a k
unity transm
reak, accord
ment has al
ventilators. T
va, Chairma
owing a me
ry of railwa
s.  
ministry ha
ng N-95 ma

Minister Raj
of the defen
c sector und
ities in the f
arantine fac
73 people ar

ndustantime
IHXZI8QFZ

Rajnat
up th

With the n
rsday asked
stance to the
n testing lab

e tests at th
d Lucknow a
top-level rev
ian and fore

eir proper ca
tine facilitie

persons ar
Mumbai. “A

, in turn, ha
00 litres to 
some privat
d officials. 

nce Factory 
fence PSU B

asked the R
manufacturi
on a war-foo
ey determin
mission sets
ding to med
so tapped a
The ministr
an at Marut
eeting of gov
ays is also 

s set up an 
ask, body co
jnath Singh
nce ministr
dertakings a
fight agains
cilities of t
re being pro

es.com/india
ZP.html 

th ask
heir ef
number of c

d the armed 
e civilian ad
bs for Covid
he AFMC i
and IAF com
view meetin
eign nationa
are at variou
es set up by
re being pr
Additional q

ave manufac
Delhi poli

te companie

Board fact
Bharat Elec

ailways wit
ing essentia
oting.  
nant in Indi
s in. India n

dical experts
automobile m
ry has writte
ti Suzuki In
vernment re
considering

emergency
overalls and
h who cha
ry in conta
and other m
t the pandem
the armed 
ovided care 

a-news/indi

ks arm
fforts i

By
coronavirus
forces to f

dministratio
d-19 being 
in Pune, Ar
mmand hosp
ng, Singh ap
als from Co
us quarantin
y the Army
rovided med
quarantine f

ctured and 
ce. DRDO,
es to make 

tories have 
tronics Lim

13 

th using its 
al medical e

ia’s success
needs aroun
s.  
manufactur
en to autom
ndia Limited
epresentativ
g using the

y control roo
d melt-blow
aired a hig
aining the s
military org
mic, PTI rep
forces have
at the facil

ia-pulls-out

 

ed for
in com

By Rajat Pan
s cases incr
further step 
n at various
inadequate 
rmy R&R 
pital at Ben
ppreciated t
ovid-19 affe
ne facilities.
y, Navy and
dical care 
facilities ar

supplied 20
, which has
personal p

also rampe
mited is also

large manu
equipment s

s to keep th
nd 2.1 ventil

rers for utili
makers seeki

d, said the c
ves. 
e national t

om to moni
wn fabric for
gh-level m
spread of c
ganisations 
ported. 
e handled 
ities in Man

t-all-stops-t

rces to
mbatin

nit 
reasing in t
up their ef

s levels.  
in the coun
Hospital at

ngaluru. 
the “proactiv
ected countr
. 
d IAF have 
at the facil
re on stand

0,000 litres 
s also suppl
rotection eq

ed up prod
engaged in

ufacturing a
such as ven

he mortality
lators per 1

ising their m
ng their hel
carmaker is

transporter’

itor product
r healthcare

meeting Thu
coronavirus

to provide

1,462 evac
nesar, Hind

o-combat-c

 

 furth
g Cov

the country,
fforts in com

ntry, the arm
t Delhi, Ar

ve role” pla
ries like Ch

handled 1,
lities in Ma

dby with 95

of sanitizer
lied 10,000
quipment su

duction of s
n the manufa

and locomo
ntilators, ho

y rate of Co
0,000 patie

manufacturi
lp to aid the
s looking at

s vast pool

tion and sup
 staff.  
ursday to 
, asked the
 all possibl

cuees and d
don, Jaisalm

covid-19-pan

Fri, 

her step
vid-19 

, defence m
mbating the

med forces h
rmy comma

ayed by the 
hina, Japan a

,462 evacue
anesar, Hin
50 beds cap

rs to variou
0 masks to D
uch as body

anitizers, m
facturing of 

otive produc
spital beds,

ovid-19 pati
nts to battle

ing facilitie
e governmen
t manufactu

l of coache

pply of med

review ov
e armed for
le assistanc

discharged 
mer, Jodhpur

ndemic/stor

27 March 2

p  

minister Raj
e pandemic

have also be
and hospita

armed force
and Iran as 

ees till now
ndan, Jaisal
pacity,” said

s organizati
Delhi polic
y suits and 

masks and b
ventilators.

ction 
 and 

ients 
e the 

s for 
nt. 
uring 

es as 

dical 

verall 
rces, 
ce to 

389. 
r and 

ry-

2020 

janth 
 and 

egun 
ls at 

es in 
well 

w. At 
mer, 
d an 

ions, 
ce, is 

also 

body 
 



 

O
mis
assi

T
Sing
secr
http
com

 

N
und
effo

H
min
peop

In
In

dep
affe

"
assi

G
man
Poli

T
Poli
bod

T
bod

A
arm

T
Japa

V
Cur
Mum

T
Kum
Bha
DRD
http
to-r

Officials sai
sion there. 
istance to fr
The meeting
gh, IAF ch
retary Dr Aj
ps://timesofi
mbating-cov

Defen
to review o

New Delhi: 
dertakings an
orts to halt th
He issued th
nistry in con
ple in India
ndia is unde
n the meet
artments of

ected countr
He urged th

istance to th
Giving deta
nufactured 2
ice. 
The Defence
ice personn

dy suits and 
The ministry
dy suits whil
At the meet

med forces. 
The Indian A
an and Iran.
Various qua
rrently, 1,07
mbai. Addit

The meeting
mar, Chief 
adauria, Chi
DO Chairm

ps://www.nd
ramp-up-effo

id the Army
“Army m

iendly coun
g was attend
hief Air Ch
jay Kumar a
india.indiati
id-19/articl

Raj
ram

nce Minister
overall prep

Defence M
nd other mi
he spread o

he directive 
ntaining the

a so far. 
er a 21-day 
ting, Mr S
f the defenc
ries and ensu
he armed fo

he civilian a
ails of con
20,000 litres

e Research 
el. It is tyin
ventilators,
y said the O
le DPSU Bh
ting, officia

Air Force h
. 
arantine fac
73 people ar
tional quara
g was atten
of Naval 

ief of Arm
man G Sathe
dtv.com/indi
forts-to-figh

y medical te
medical team
ntries in the 
ded by Chie
hief Marsha
and DRDO
imes.com/in
leshow/7483

jnath S
mp up 

r Rajnath S
paredness of

Minister Rajn
ilitary organ

of coronaviru
while chair

e spread of

lockdown f
Singh appre
ce ministry 
uring their p
orces and ot
administratio
ntribution b
s of sanitise

and Develo
ng up with s
, officials sa
Ordnance F
harat Electr
als briefed M

has made se

cilities of t
re being pro
antine facili
nded by Ch
Staff Admi
y Staff Gen

eesh Reddy.
ia-news/cor
t-cov-22011

eams deplo
ms and two

neighbourh
ef of Defenc
al R K S B
 chief Dr G

ndia/rajnath
30858.cms

Singh 
effort

Singh issued
f the defenc
nath Singh 
nisations to 
us in the co
ring a high-
f the coron

from Tuesd
eciated the 
in evacuati
proper care 
ther departm
on at variou
by various
er and suppl

opment Org
some privat
aid. 
Factory Boa
ronics Limit
Mr Singh o

everal sortie

the armed 
ovided care 
ties are on s
hief of Def
iral Karam
neral MM N
 

ronavirus-up
199 

14 

yed in the M
o warships 
hood if requ
ce Staff Gen
Bhadauria, 

G Satheesh R
h-asks-arme

asks a
ts to fi
d the direct
ce ministry 
on Thursda
provide all 

ountry. 
-level meeti

navirus whic

day midnigh
proactive 

ing Indian n
at various q

ments to ge
us levels," th
 defence e
lied to vario

ganisation (D
te companie

ard has also
ted is engag
on various 

es and evacu

forces have
at the facil

standby wit
fence Staff 

mbir Singh, 
Naravane, 

pdates-defe

Maldives h
of Navy 

uired,” said 
neral Bipin 

Army chie
Reddy, amon
ed-forces-to

 

armed
ight C
tive while ch
in containi

ay asked th
possible as

ing to review
ch has infe

ht as part of 
role playe

nationals as
quarantine f
ar up their 
he defence m
entities, it 
ous organisa

DRDO) has
es to make p

o ramped up
ged in manu
measures a

uated Indian

e handled 
lities in Man
th for 950 p

Gen Bipin
Chief of A
Secretary (

ence-ministe

ave returne
are on sta
an official. 
Rawat, Nav
ef General 
ng others. 

o-further-ste

d force
OVID
hairing a h
ing the spre

he armed for
ssistance to 

w overall p
ected over 6

efforts to ch
d by the a

s well as for
facilities. 
preparedne
ministry sai

said the 
ations, inclu

s also suppl
personal pro

p productio
ufacturing of
and assistan

n nationals 

1,462 evac
nesar, Hind
eople. 

n Rawat, D
Air Staff A
Defence Pr

er-rajnath-s

d after com
andby to pr

vy chief Ad
M M Nar

ep-up-their-

Fri, 

es to  
D-19  

high-level m
ead of the c
rces, defenc
civilian aut

preparedness
600 and ki

heck COVI
armed forc
reigners fro

ss and prov
id in a statem
DRDO lab

uding 10,00

lied 10,000 
otection equ

on of sanitis
f ventilators

nce provide

from count

cuees and d
dan, Jaisalm

Defence Sec
Air Chief M
roduction) R

singh-asks-a

mpletion of t
rovide requ

dmiral Karam
ravane, def

-efforts-in-

27 March 2

meeting  
coronavirus
ce public se
thorities in t

s of the def
lled at leas

ID-19. 
es and var

om coronav

vide all requ
ment. 
boratories h
0 litres to D

masks to D
uipment suc

sers, masks
s. 
d so far by

tries like Ch

discharged 
mer, Jodhpur

cretary Dr A
Marshal R 
Raj Kumar 

armed-force

their 
uired 

mbir 
fence 

2020 

s 
ector 
their 

fence 
st 10 

rious 
irus- 

uired 

have 
Delhi 

Delhi 
ch as 

 and 

y the 

hina, 

389. 
r and 

Ajay 
K S 
and 

es-



15 
 

 
Fri, 27 March 2020 

Defence minister reviews military  
action plan to fight COVID-19 

 ‘Army all set to extend network of hospitals, labs to assist civil administration’ 
By Pradeep R Sagar 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a review meeting at his office in South Block with senior officials 
of Ministry of Defence (MoD) on the action plan to deal with the COVID-19 situation onThursday. The 
Army has been asked to identify additional infrastructure for setting up of quarantine or isolation centres in 
each military station. 

Various quarantine facilities of the armed forces have, so far, handled 1,462 evacuees and discharged 
389. Currently, 1,073 persons are being provided care at the facilities in Manesar, Hindan, Jaisalmer, 
Jodhpur and Mumbai. Additional quarantine facilities are on standby with 950 beds capacity, the defence 
ministry stated in a PIB release after the meeting. 

“The Indian Army is prepared to extend its network of hospitals and laboratory facilities to assist civil 
administration at COVID-19 hotspots. To plan for augmenting public health experts in severely affected 
areas, the Army is preparing for sidestepping medical personnel from lesser affected areas to augment health 
experts in severely affected areas if required. The Army is also providing training of its own medical 
personnel at various hospitals to be better prepared for COVID-19,” Army sources said. 

It added that the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) laboratories have 
manufactured 20,000 litres of sanitisers and supplied to various organisations, including 10,000 litres to 
Delhi police. DRDO has also supplied 10,000 masks to Delhi police personnel. It is tying up with some 
private companies to make personal protection equipment such as body suits and also ventilators. 

Ordnance Factory Board has also ramped up production of sanitisers, masks and bodysuits. Bharat 
Electronics Limited (BEL) is also engaged in manufacturing of ventilators. 

"Army medical teams deployed in the Maldives have since returned after completion of their mission. 
Army medical teams and two ships of Navy are on standby to provide required assistance to friendly 
countries in the neighbourhood," the ministry informed. 

While expressing appreciation on the proactive role played by the armed forces and various departments 
of the defence ministry in evacuating Indian nationals as well as foreigners from COVID-19 affected 
countries and ensuring them proper care at various quarantine facilities, Rajnath Singh has urged the armed 
forces and other departments to gear up their preparedness and provide all required assistance to the civilian 
administration at various levels. 

The meeting lasted for more than two hours and was attended by Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin 
Rawat, Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar and three service chiefs along with DRDO Chairman Dr G. 
Satheesh Reddy. During the meeting, Singh was briefed on various measures and assistance provided so far 
like Indian Air Force's several sorties for evacuating Indian nationals from affected areas in China, Japan 
and Iran. 
https://www.theweek.in/news/india/2020/03/26/Defence-minister-reviews-military-action-plan-to-fight-
COVID-19.html 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


