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keep regular track of respiration, sending automatic alerts when respiration tends towards 
dangerous levels. Besides, the app controlling the device can generate a dashboard, so nurses can 
spend more time taking care of the observations rather than recording patients’ vitals,” he said. 

Another start-up Niramai, engaged in breast cancer screening, uses thermalytix to screen women 
for breast cancer. It said it is developing a technology where a device can monitor the temperature 
of groups of people. Geetha Manjunath, CEO & CTO, Niramai, said: “Thus, we can do remote 
fever screening from 10-12 feet. While we cannot monitor crowds at present, groups of people can 
easily be screened.” 
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/sme/shared-ventilators-in-times-of-coronavirus-start-
ups-can-help-govt-breathe-easier/1915267/ 
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DRDO is stepping in to build ventilators  
and manufacture masks 

New Delhi: The Defence Research Development Organisation has developed a prototype 
ventilator that can be used for multiple patients, its chief Satheesh Reddy said on Monday, amid a 
spike in the number of coronavirus cases in the country. He added the model is being improved to 
include changes suggested by medical 
researchers and doctors and the new 
version should be ready by next week.  

"We are attempting to take the 
output of one ventilator. The 
mechanism makes it usable for 
multiple patients. We have developed 
the first model. We have seen it is 
working. There are some medical 
researchers, doctors who have advised 
us to incorporate features. We are 
working on it," he said.  

Reddy said this is a "last-minute 
resort" if the number of coronavirus 
patients increases and there is shortage 
of ventilators. 

"By next week it should be ready with the suggestions made by the doctors and medical 
researchers," he said.  

The DRDO has prepared ventilator designs in the past and passed it on to the industry.  
Separately, the Ministry of Health said the DRDO will begin manufacturing 20,000 N-95 masks 

per day from next week. 
The ministry has also asked the Bharat Electronics Ltd, a public-sector undertaking under the 

Ministry of Defence, to manufacture 30,000 ventilators in next two months.  
Among private players, Agva Healthcare, Noida, has been given an order to manufacture 10,000 

ventilators within a month. Their supplies are expected to commence in the second week of April, 
the ministry said in a tweet. 
https://www.businessinsider.in/science/health/news/drdo-is-stepping-in-to-build-ventilators-and-
manufacture-masks/articleshow/74905607.cms 

 
 


