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Were India and
a Paakistan
n on th
he brin
nk of
missille warfare am
mid reecent hostiliti
h
ies?
NSA Ajjit Doval hadd reportedlyy spoken with
h Pakistan'ss ISI chief Asim
A
Mun
nir over a seecure line hoours after th
he dogfight in
i Februaryy
By Prath
hapan Bhaskkaran
A reporteed Indian th
hreat to hit at
a least six taargets with missiles
m
andd Pakistani vow
v
to retaliate with
"three timess" the force set
s off alarm
m bells in wesstern capitalls triggering their interveention to preevent the
catastrophe and de-escaalate the tennsions in thee wake Indiaan bombing of Balakot to
t avenge Pulwama
P
terror strikee and Pakistaani raid acrooss the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmirr, media repoorts say.
During the conflict, Neew Delhi said it shot dow
wn a Pakistaani F-16 fighhter jet in a skirmish annd lost a
MiG-21 plaane whose pilot
p
Abhinaandan Varthaman was taken
t
alive after
a
ejectinng from the burning
plane and was
w later retu
urned to India.
Though Indian
I
officcials have deenied knowlledge of succh a missile threat, a Reuters
R
reporrt said a
Pakistani minister
m
and a western diplomat
d
sepparately conffirmed the threat and avvowed retaliiation, a
report in Thhe Hindu said
d. The sourcces did not sppecify who delivered
d
thee threat or who
w receivedd it. "We
said if you will
w fire one missile, we will fire three," the Pakiistani ministter said.
India's National
N
Secu
urity Adviseer Ajit Dovall had reporteedly spoken with Pakisttan's ISI chieef Asim
Munir over a secure lin
ne hours afterr the dogfighht over the LoC
L to tell him
h India waas not goingg to back
down. Dovaal told Mun
nir that Indiaa's fight wass with the militant
m
groupps that operrated from Pakistani
P
soil and it was
w prepared
d to escalate, a governmeent source toold Reuters.
A Pakisttani governm
ment ministeer and a Western
W
diploomat in Islaamabad sepaarately conffirmed a
specific Inddian threat to
o hit six targgets inside Pakistan,
P
acccording to thhe report. They
T
did nott specify
who deliverred the threat or who received it, but
b the miniister said Inndian and Paakistani inteelligence
agencies "w
were comm
municating with each other during the figght, and evven now thhey are
communicaating with each other".
Pakistan said
s it would
d counter anny Indian miissile attackss with manyy more launcches of its own,
o
the
minister told Reuters, speaking
s
on condition of anonymityy. "We said if you will fire
f one misssile, we
will fire threee. Whateveer India will do, we will respond
r
threee times to thhat," the Pakkistani minister said.
Reports of the threaat and counnter threat set
s western diplomatic circles buzzz and US National
N
Security Addvisor John Bolton
B
was forced
f
to intervene despiite his preocccupation wiith Presidentt Donald
Trump's suummit with North Koreean leader Kim
K
Jong-uun in Vietnnam. Washinngton, Beijiing, and
London reportedly joineed hands to put
p pressure on the two countries
c
to back down.
med nations arrraigned across one of th
he world's most
m militariized borders and the
With twoo nuclear-arm
LoC in Kasshmir, theree is always a threat of a misundersstanding andd escalation,, which keepp world
powers on edge.
e
Though sources
s
conffirm the exchhanges did not
n go beyonnd threats and that at anyy point there was the
threat of usee of weapons other than the conventional ones, they
t
did creaate tensions in
i world cappitals.
Revealinng the hecticc behind-the-scenes actioon, the repoort said that Bolton wass on the phoone with
Doval on thhe night of Feb
F 27 itselff, and into thhe early hourrs of Feb 288, the secondd day of the TrumpKim talks, in
i a bid to deefuse the situuation, a Weestern diplom
mat in New Delhi
D
and ann Indian official told
Reuters.
Later, US
S Secretary of State Mikke Pompeo, who was alsso in Hanoi, called both sides to seeek a way
out of the crisis.
c
"Secreetary Pompeeo led diplom
matic engageement directtly, and that played an essential
e
1

role in de-eescalating th
he tensions between thhe two sidess," State Deepartment deeputy spokeesperson
Robert Pallaadino said in
n a briefing in
i Washington on Marchh 5. Pompeoo spoke to Doval, the Inddian and
Pakistani Fooreign Minissters Sushmaa Swaraj andd Shah Mahm
mood Qureshhi, respectivvely, Palladinno said.
US Indo--Pacific Com
mmand Adm
miral Phil Davvidson told reporters
r
in Singapore laast week thaat he had
separately been
b
in toucch with the Indian
I
navy chief, Adm
miral Sunil Lanba,
L
througghout the crrisis. On
the morningg of Feb 28,, Trump toldd reporters inn Hanoi thaat he expecteed the crisis to end soonn. "They
have been going
g
at it an
nd we have been
b
involveed in trying to have them
m stop. Hoppefully, that is going
to be cominng to an end."
The Pakiistani minister said Chiina and the United Araab Emirates (UAE) also intervenedd in the
matter. Thee governmen
nt of the UA
AE said Abu Dhabi Crow
wn Prince Shheikh Mohaammed bin Zayed
Z
al
Nahyan spooke to both Prime
P
Minisster Narendrra Modi andd Pakistan Prrime Minister Imran Khhan. His
announcemeent in Pakistan's parliaament that the
t Indian pilot wouldd be releaseed helped thhaw the
situation furrther, and Abhinandan
A
was sent baack the next day. "I knoow last nighht there was a threat
there could a missile attack
a
on Paakistan, whicch got defussed," Khan said. "I knoow, our arm
my stood
prepared forr retaliation of that attack."
The two countries have gone to war three times
t
since they
t
gained independennce in 1947, the last
time in 1971. The two armies
a
are trrading fire along the linee of control that separatees them in Kashmir,
K
but the tensiions appear contained, reports say.
The milittaries of botth India and Pakistan reggularly flighht test missilles of differeent caliber and
a have
claimed to have inductted ballistic missiles annd terrain-huugging cruisse missiles of different ranges.
These missiles are regular items of
o display inn national day
d parades in both cappitals. Manyy of the
t
arsenals are capablee of reachingg any part off the other coountry and wreaking
w
havvoc.
missiles in their
India hass inducted short-range
s
ballistic miissiles (SRB
BM) Prithvi 1, 2 and 3 missiles off ranges
150km to 350km,
3
Dhan
nush, a shipp-launched SRBM
S
and vehicle
v
launnched Agni-1 of up to 1,200km
1
range. Its arsenal
a
also has medium
m-range balllistic missilee (MRBM) Agni 2 of up
u to 3,5000km and
intermediatee range balliistic missile (IRBM) Aggni-3 of up too 5,000km range. Hyperrsonic cruisee missile
BahMos thaat can hit targets up to 5000km away are
a also partt of Indian arrsenal.
Pakistanii missile arseenal is equallly impressivve with SRB
BMs Hatf-1 that
t can hit targets 100km
m away,
Hatf-2 'Abddali' of up to
o 200km rannge, Hatf-3 'Ghaznavi' that
t
can reaach up to 2000km away, and the
700km-rangge Hatf 4 'Sh
haheen-1'. MRBMs
M
incllude Hatf -5 'Ghauri' thaat can travel up to 1,5000km and
Hatf-6 'Shahheen-2' that can hit targgets 2,500km
m away. Hatf-7 'Babur' is
i a cruise missile
m
that can
c seek
out targets up
u to 700km
m away whilee the Pakistaani military has
h also deplloyed an antti-ship cruisee missile
(ASCM) Exxocet that can hit targets up to 180km
m away.
https://www
w.ibtimes.co.in/were-indiia-pakistan-bbrink-missilee-warfare-am
mid-recent-hhostilities-7994118
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‘A simple,, honesst and inspiriing maan’
Classmatees, teacher reecall Parrikkar’s can-do attitude andd sense of faairness
By Sh
hubha Sharm
ma
Mumbai:: Bakul Desaai rememberrs the time he
h arrived att IIT Bombaay on a rainyy day in 19777, a big
steel trunk in one hand
d, a “holdalll” in anotheer. He saw a man roam
ming barefooot outside thhe hostel
warden’s offfice, and preesumed he was
w a hired help.
h
The mann readily hellped him offfload his things, and Mrr. Desai pulled out ₹2 as
a a tip, “a princely
p
sum in thosse days.” Th
he man poliitely declineed, saying, “Main
“
paisee nahi leta, saheb
s
[I doon’t take
money, Sir].”
2

A short while later, to his horror, Mr. Desai saw the man sitting with a bunch of other students in
the mess. He pointed to Mr. Desai, saying he was the man who tried to tip him. The students promptly
ganged up to rag him, but the man came forward and pulled him away to safety. And that is how a
lifelong friendship began between Mr. Desai and the man, who was later to become India’s defence
minister. “Manohar Parrikar taught me my first life lesson that day: ‘Seek help but don’t tip or bribe
anyone’,” says Mr. Desai.
More lessons were to come through his years at IIT, especially as the secretary of the canteen,
working under Parrikar: how he got 40 to 50 students to work in the kitchen when the mess workers
struck work, or how he went all the way to the Byculla wholesale market to bring back provisions,
cutting down the mess bill. “I might resort to calling him Manu through our conversation,” the
Hyderabad-based entrepreneur says, “as that is how we knew him. Manu was one of the most diligent
people I knew.” His sense of fairness and discipline were strong, sometimes “carried to ridiculous
extremes”.
“When he was a minister, he had two mobile phones, one that he used to call the ‘government
phone’ and the other a ‘personal phone.’ If I ever called him on the government phone, he would ask
me to call on the other one.”
‘More than a friend’
Mr. Desai says he has lost more than a friend. “I have seen all sides of him, through ups and his
downs. I miss his wit, his funny anecdotes.”
Amol Gokhale, professor in the mechanical engineering department at IIT Bombay, says he saw the
seeds of what Parrikar was to be in his later years, back in 1973, as his classmate. “When the
Emergency was declared in the late 1970s, he started mobilising the student population, and had to go
underground. He would emerge suddenly, at 1 a.m or 2 a.m, in my room and I would take him through
the portions covered in class. He got all of us registered as voters when elections were subsequently
declared. Although he was highly intelligent, he was not as devoted to studies. Still, he did fairly well
in academics.”
Much later, Mr. Gokhale closely saw how his friend worked professionally, when he was in the
DRDO and Parrikar was the defence minister. “He understood the inner workings of the DRDO from
me, not just as a picture painted to a politician.” The two things that stood out for him then — how
Parrikar always did his homework: “he read every word of every file and went a couple of layers
beyond what he read”, and how he could see through the “dealers” in Delhi: “he would throw them off
guard with one technical question.”
‘Had a spark in him’
Krishna Mohan Gupt, who taught Parrikar industrial design at IIT, says he could “see the spark in
him, his commitment and his sense of focus,” back then. “He was the kind of person who was very
particular, once he took on a responsibility. He would never leave things half-done.”
Besides his can-do attitude, his friends and his teacher also recall his simplicity. In Mr. Desai’s
words: “Just like Albert Einstein once said about Mahatma Gandhi, I say about Manu: ‘I can’t believe
such a man walked the earth.’ I can’t believe he was for real; someone as simple, as clear, as honest
and as inspiring.”
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/a-simple-honest-and-inspiringman/article26572917.ece
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IAF
I
is grosslyy undeer-equiipped
Lackk of empathyy and undersstanding of an operation
nal requirem
ment due to bureaucratiic
proceddures and attitudes
a
is a cause for cooncern. In any
a other coountry, wherre the politiccal
and bu
ureaucratic climate
c
is coognisant of military
m
urggencies, man
ny heads wou
uld have rollled
New Dellhi: The Pulw
wama and Balakot
B
inciddents have puushed into thhe backgrouund the report of the
Comptrollerr and Audittor General (CAG) on the
t Indian Air
A Force (IAF) acquisiitions, of whhich the
Rafale deall hogged thee limelight. Despite the favourable Pulwama end
e state beiing achievedd, albeit
temporary, there is an imperative
i
t
that
needs urgent
u
governnment attenttion. Tuckedd away in thhe CAG
report is a cry
c beseechin
ng a look intto what one may call ‘deefence distreess’, paraphrrasing the terrm from
the agrariann and farmerrs’ distress that
t
every politician
p
is talking abouut. The last two are votte banks
which no poolitician can
n be reticent about, as thhey are leverraged througgh morchas,, hartals andd strikes.
Unfortunateely, when deefence distrress strikes, it is deadlyy, and often ‘fatal’ in a way. The Balakot
incident dem
monstrated resoundinglly that Indiaa has had enough
e
of Pakistan’s
P
suupport to terrorism;
however, it should not divert our attention
a
from
m the fact thhat defence pangs are a reality and the telltale signs shhould be reccognised andd acted uponn. There are three
t
pointerrs that need elaboration;; though
IAF examplles are discu
ussed, the isssues are validd for other defence
d
forcees too.
Critiquinng sub-optim
mal defencee procuremeent procedures, CAG has
h commented that thhe nonconclusion of
o a usage contract precluded the usse of the fligght simulatorr for the C-130 Herculess aircraft
till 2016, despite it beiing ready foour years eaarlier. In the interim, Inddia lost fivee air warriorrs and a
multi-millioon-dollar aircraft in 20144, attributedd to a traininng issue. Thiis is the firsst pointer — lack of
empathy annd understaanding of ann operationnal requirem
ment due too bureaucraatic proceduures and
attitudes (reemember, th
he simulatorr was fully ready). In any
a other coountry, where the politiical and
bureaucraticc climate is cognisant
c
off military urggencies, manny heads wouuld have rollled.
The secoond pointer is of an intanngible kind, which, if neeglected, shoows up with deadly results later.
The HAL-bbuilt HPT-32
2 trainer was grounded in 2009 afteer many acccidents, 13 of
o which weere fatal.
Many red fllags had beeen raised aboout the stonee-like glidingg quality of the HPT aftter an enginee failure
(a frequent occurrence)). The IAF had
h pulled along
a
till thee proverbial straw fell on
o the camel’s back
and we lost two flying instructors
i
att the Air Forrce Academyy (AFA). Thhe HPT was grounded, thhrowing
s
the trainingg profiles off rookie pilots into bedlaam, and forr the next feew years a sub-optimal
training
pattern on the HJT-16 Kiran was
w followedd. The emeergency purrchase of the
t
Pilatus aircraft
revolutionissed training; AFA’s flighht line was chock-a-bloc
c
ck with the gleaming neew trainers till
t 2017
or so when,, due to non
n-finalisationn of maintennance contraacts, a severee lack of spaares ensued.. This is
the situationn even now, as per meddia reports. However, trraining has to continue to ensure a regular
pilot feed for
f frontlinee squadrons and one iss sure that cannibalisati
c
ion (shiftingg) of sparess among
aircraft is beeing done an
nd extensionn given to paarts whose life is expirinng. The situattion must bee similar
for some other
o
fleets, too, as maany acquisitiion and upggrade prograammes havee been inorrdinately
delayed, a fact
f stated by
y the Air Chhief last monnth. This unnacceptable situation
s
is the
t second inndicator
of a seriouss problem, where
w
lack of funds coould be pushhing reliabillity of war- fighting equuipment
towards an unsafe
u
zone,, which mayy translate intto tragic resuults later.
The thirdd warning iss where op-ppreparednesss starts gettinng affected. Under-equiipping of thee Indian
Army was one
o of the major
m
causes of the 1962 China debaacle. At a reccent conferennce, tears welled
w
up
in a retired Lt General’’s eyes while narrating the
t humiliattion the armed forces haad felt then. “Thank
God for thhe subsequen
nt 1965 Inddo-Pak war that broughht back som
me self-resppect,” remarrked the
General. Affter 1962, th
he governmeent funded an
a accelerateed re-equippping plan annd the victorry in the
1971 war bears witnesss to that effoort. Howeverr, as per recent media reeports, we arre on the doownslide
4

again with a shortage of
o fighter sqquadrons andd many critiical items; soldiers’
s
riflles are havinng to be
imported byy the fast-traack route, ammunition
a
is in short supply,
s
and sniper rifless, Naval hellicopters
and MiG-299 fighters fo
or the IAF arre planned to
t be importted too. But will these juust remain plans,
p
as
this year’s defence accquisition budget
b
is innsufficient even
e
for prreviously cooncluded coontracts?
Answers to these pointeers have a beearing on whhat happens hereafter.
h
Will the post-Pulwaama happeniings deter Pakistan?
P
Thhe answer iss an emphattic no. It is time to
remember Bernard
B
Brodie, the doyyen of strateggic thought, who said, “Avoidance
“
of blackmail can be
achieved onnly by demo
onstrating thaat our readinness to acceppt risks needd not be andd is not less than the
blackmailerr’s.”
History shows
s
that adversaries
a
cannot be reeformed as per one’s wish
w
but havve to be copped with
through mannagement sttrategies in which
w
hard power
p
is vitaal to preventt blackmail. Addressing defence
concerns (tthough not a vote caatcher) is an
a imperativve first steep to ‘mannage’ Pakisttan and
simultaneouusly weigh against
a
Chinna. While shhort-term reesponses aftter the Pulw
wama attack will be
implementeed, long-term
m solutions require tonns of moneyy and decaddes of time spread oveer many
governmentts. Of the three
t
attribuutes that deetermine detterrence to prevent blaackmail — resolve,
capability and
a capacity — the Balaakot incidentt demonstratted the first two; the thirrd, dependennt on an
indigenous arms base, is in short suupply. Politiccians of all hues
h
need to put their shooulders to thhe wheel
and addresss defence preparednesss in a bi--partisan maanner — inndigenous defence R&
&D and
manufacturee must be kickstarted. Hard
H
power, in
i quality annd quantity, is
i the key to building deterrence
to avert futuure Pulwamaas. Can everry political party
p
elaboraate, in its eleection maniffesto, what it
i would
do to addresss defence prreparedness?? That wouldd indeed be welcome.
https://www
w.tribuneindiia.com/newss/comment/iaaf-is-grossly--under-equippped/7458322.html
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Arrmy seet to faast-tracck ligh
ht mach
hine gu
un buyy
After ordering
o
72,,400 assaultt rifles from the US unde
der the fast trrack procedu
ure (FTP), the
t
army is now
n looking
g to take the same route to equip its soldiers witth 16,000 neew light macchine
gunss (LMGs), tw
wo officials familiar
f
with
h the matterr said on thee condition of
o anonymity
ty
By Rahul
R
Singh
h
New Dellhi: After ordering 72,4000 assault rifles from thhe US under the fast tracck proceduree (FTP),
the army is now lookin
ng to take thhe same routte to equip its
i soldiers with
w 16,0000 new light machine
m
Gs), two officcials familiarr with the maatter said onn the conditioon of anonym
mity.
guns (LMG
The FTP
P can be invo
oked in cases where “unndue/unforeseen delay” in
i buying weeapons is seen to be
adversely im
mpacting thee military’s capacity
c
andd preparednesss, said one of the officials cited aboove.
“Indian Army
A
teams will visit weeapon manuufactures in several
s
counntries including the US, Bulgaria
B
and South Korea
K
in thee coming weeeks to initiaate the LMG
G purchase. Tenders
T
for buying LMG
Gs have
been scrappped in recen
nt years as only a lonne vendor met
m the armyy’s requirem
ments, delayying the
projects,” said
s
the seco
ond officiall. A single-vvendor situaation is a sttrict no-no under Indiaa’s arms
purchase poolicy.
“Previouus attempts to buy LM
MGs have not
n come too fruition. Itt’s importannt to comprress the
acquisition process as is
i being donne under thee FTP route. It’s a criticcal shortfall in capabilityy that is
a
on
n priority,” said
s former army
a
vice chhief Lieutenaant General AS
A Lamba (rretd).
now being addressed
Accordinng to rules, weapons
w
souught to be boought under the FTP shoould alreadyy be in the military’s
m
armoury, have undergo
one trial evvaluation, orr be in servvice in foreiign militariees so that the
t time
5

required forr evaluation is minimiseed. The arm
my has a reqquirement off more than 40,000 LMG
Gs. The
army is lookking for 7.62
2mm x 51mm
m weapons with
w an effecctive range of
o at least 8000 metres.
https://www
w.hindustantiimes.com/inddia-news/arm
my-set-to-fast-track-lighht-machine-ggun-buy/storryK3e7XBnsf9
f93qasRm2hssccO.html
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EC
C: Don’t use activiti
a
ies of defenc
d
e
fo
orces for
f poliitical propag
p
ganda
New Dellhi: The Elecction Comm
mission on Tuesday
T
adviised politicaal parties andd candidatess against
indulging inn any politiccal propagannda involvingg activities of
o defence forces,
fo
days after it reiterated its
standing insstructions ask
king them not to use phootographs off defence perrsonnel in addvertisementts.
“Politicaal parties/can
ndidates are advised thaat their camppaigners/candidates shouuld desist, ass part of
their electioon campaign
ning, from inndulging in any
a politicall propagandaa involving activities
a
of defence
forces,” the poll panel said
s in its advvisory.
i
thhe recent
Sources in the EC saaid that while general reeferences to wars, militaary actions including
air strikes as
a well as ex
xtolling defennce forces for
fo the same would not be
b restrainedd, as and whhen such
references link these acttions to a paarty in powerr at the time or a politicaal person or persons,
p
it would
w
be
construed ass political prropaganda innvolving thee defence forrces. The com
mmission saaid the new advisory
a
was in conttinuation to its March 9 instructionss restraining parties and candidates from using pictures
of defence personnel
p
or events invoolving defencce personnell, in their cam
mpaigns.
The latesst advisory comes
c
againnst the backddrop of com
mplaints agaiinst parties for
f using thee armed
forces for political
p
gain
ns, especiallyy in the afteermath of thee Pulwama attack
a
and thhe February 26 IAF
air strike in Pakistan.
https://timessofindia.indiiatimes.com//india/ec-dont-use-activiities-of-defennce-forces-fo
for-political-propagandaa/articleshow
w/68489951..cms
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