














promised it would not be invaded, according to Seoul. Friday's historic meeting saw Kim and South Korean
President Moon Jae-in agree to pursue the complete denuclearisation of the peninsula.

Washington's new chief diplomat said he and Kim held in-depth talks about a denuclearisation
"mechanism" when they met over

. Nuclear Successful missile: Easter. HWe talked a gl’eat deal
about what it might look like, what
this complete, verifiable,

irreversible mechanism might look
like," Pompeo said. "We have an

FE,, R ey : obligation to engage in diplomatic
discourse to try and find a peaceful
ar—— . - solution so that Americans aren't

held at risk by Kim Jong Un and
his nuclear arsenal," Pompeo told
ABC, saying there is a '"real
opportunity" for progress.

He was speaking as the Blue House in Seoul reported Kim told Moon during the summit he would close
the North's nuclear test site in May. Kim also said he "would soon invite experts of South Korea and the US as
well as journalists to disclose the process to the international community with transparency", Seoul's
presidential spokesman Yoon Young-chan added.

Tensions spiked last year over the North's testing of atomic weapons and long-range missiles, including
some capable of reaching the US
mainland. "Kim said 'the US feels
repelled by us, but once we talk,
they will realise that I am not a
person who will fire a nuclear
weapon to the South or the US or
target the US"," according to Yoon.
The North Korean leader reported
added: "If we meet often (with the
US), build trust, end the war and
eventually are promised no
invasion, why would we live with
the nuclear weapons?"

Kim also slammed
speculation that the North's
Punggye-ri nuclear test site was already unusable after an underground tunnel there reportedly collapsed. "As
they will see once they visit, there are two more tunnels (at the test site) that are even bigger... and they are in
good condition," he was quoted as saying. - '"Maximum pressure' - The remarks are likely to be seen as a
sweetener ahead of Trump's eagerly-awaited summit with Kim, which the US president said would take place
"in the next three or four weeks".

Trump touted his ability to achieve a nuclear deal with the regime at a campaign-style rally in Michigan
to cheers and chants of "Nobel! Nobel!"

The US leader has been eager to play up his role in achieving a breakthrough with Pyongyang through
his "maximum pressure" campaign involving tough rhetoric, stronger sanctions and diplomatic efforts to
further isolate the regime. "Months ago, do you remember what they were saying? 'He's going to get us into
nuclear war, they said," Trump told supporters in Washington Township, north of Detroit.

"No, strength is going to keep us out of nuclear war, not going to get us in!" But Trump also sounded a
note of caution, saying he was prepared to walk away if US demands for North Korea to relinquish its atomic
arsenal were not met. - 'Things are going well' - Trump held phone calls earlier Saturday with both Moon and




Japan's Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, declaring "things are going very well", as CBS News reported that
Mongolia and Singapore are the final two locations under consideration for his meeting with Kim.

Pyongyang has demanded as-yet-unspecified security guarantees to discuss its arsenal, but Kim could
use the Trump meeting to agree on "the range of nuclear weapons and facilities to be dismantled and specific
timeframe to do so", said Hong Min, an analyst at the Korea Institute for National Unification. But Kim's
remark about his personal good intentions may be aimed at using Trump's "troubling tendency to take
authoritarian rulers at their word," said Adam Mount, a senior fellow at the Federation of American Scientists
in Washington. Trump's new National Security Advisor, John Bolton, cited Libya's decision to give up its
nuclear programme as a model for North Korea. "We have very much in mind the Libya model from 2003,
2004," Bolton told Fox News Sunday.

- New era? - Kim and Moon said at their summit that they had a "common goal of realising, through
complete denuclearisation, a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula." But the phrase is a diplomatic euphemism open
to interpretation on both sides. Pyongyang has long wanted to see an end to the US military presence and
nuclear umbrella over the South, but it invaded its neighbour in 1950 and is the only one of the two Koreas to
possess nuclear weapons. The two leaders also pledged in a joint statement to formally end the Korean War,
which ceased in 1953 with an armistice rather than a peace treaty. And in another conciliatory gesture, Kim
said he would move North Korea's clocks 30 minutes forward to unify with the South's time zone. Pyongyang
changed its standard time to half an hour behind the South in 2015. North Korea's parliament on Monday
adopted a decree to return to the same time zone as South Korea from May 5, the North's official KCNA news
agency said.
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Parl panel to visit border areas Sikkim, Arunachal next

month

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs, headed by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
and including Rahul Gandhi, will visit border areas in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh next month to take stock
of the situation following the Doklam crisis with China, sources said. The panel has been looking into various
aspects of the India-China military standoff at Doklam and has been briefed several times on the issue by the
former and current Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale. “The panel will visit the border areas in two states
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh to see the ground realities and take stock of the situation on border in these two
states,” a source said. The idea is to get a firsthand experience of the situation on the India-China border in the
two states and to see, or if possible visit, areas where incursions have happened, another source said.

The panel, which may also use a chopper to get an aerial view, could also interact with top security and
defense officials deployed there, sources said. Troops of India and China were locked in a 73-day standoff in
Doklam in the Sikkim sector from June 16 last year after the Indian side stopped the building of a road in the
disputed tri-junction by the Chinese Army.

Bhutan and China have a dispute over Doklam.

Earlier, foreign ministry officials had informed the 31-member parliamentary panel that Bhutan was
firmly with India on the issue. During the discussions, Congress president Gandhi questioned foreign ministry
officials on China’s objective and why Beijing chose Doklam to create a confrontation, sources had said.
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Olive green cookies: A bid to empower
soldiers’ widows

In a sprawling military garrison known as 'Samba brigade' in Jammu and Kashmir, a group of women
are engaged in making mouth-watering cookies — a unique venture started by the Army in an effort to
empower widows of its martyrs. Named 'olive green cookies', the Army has established the social
entrepreneurship project in collaboration with a Pune-based NGO, Aseem Foundation, about one-and-a-half
months back and was formally inaugurated by Zonal president, Army Wives Welfare Association, Rising Star
Corps, Geetha Mohan a few days back. “A group of widows were trained by the foundation which also
provided necessary equipment for production of cookies... presently, 10 kg of cookies are manufactured by
these women daily,” an Army officer supervising the initiative told PTI.

The officer, who did not wish to be named, said the Army is transporting cookies twice a month to
Pune where the NGO is doing its packaging and subsequently the product, which is made of the highest
quality of apples and walnuts, hits the market.

He said initially the product is being sold to corporate customers in metros. ‘Koshur Krunch’

The Army established “Olive Green Cookies”, an entrepreneurial project in collaboration with a Pune-
based NGO, Aseem Foundation, to empower widows of its martyrs about one and a half months in Samba. 10
kg of cookies are made daily by a group of widows trained for the job. The ready-to-sell packet which costs Rs
55. “Koshur Krunch” (Kashmiri delicious) is written on the top of the packet. Displaying the ready-to-sell
packet which costs Rs 55 a piece, he said the venture was still in its infancy and efforts are on to engage more
women, especially widows of martyrs, to ensure their self-employment and making them financially
independent. The packet is inscribed with 'Koshur Krunch' (Kashmiri delicious) at the top and carries the
message that every cookie is infused with the flavor of valour and sacrifice.

“Made by women of courage of Samba district (J&K), olive green cookie tells a story of fighting the
odds after losing a near and dear one in the line of duty. These war widows have the grit and determination to
embrace fate with a stern will and pride themselves in being called "Veer Nari'.” “With the purchase of every
pack of 'Koshur Krunch's Olive Green Cookies', you are saluting not only the brave martyr but also supporting
the indomitable spirit of war widows or 'veer naari',” the message on the packet reads.

Semi Devi (26), working on a large oven donated by the NGO, lauded the Army for the initiative and
said she lost all hope when her husband died in a road accident in Arunachal Pradesh in 2013 while moving
with his unit. “It was the first year of our marriage and I just had a baby when the tragedy struck, shattering all
my dreams,” she said adding the Army is doing everything possible to ensure that families of the martyrs live a
respectable life and the latest initiative is part of it. For Biaso Devi (70), the initiative means restoration
of “self-esteem”. “My husband, a former soldier, died some years back. I approached the Army for assistance
and was very thankful for them to provide me a job at this age which made be independent once again,” says
Devi. Defence spokesperson Lt Col Devender Anand termed the venture as “noble” and said the profit earned
would be shared by widows which would help empower them to lead a better life.

“It is in keeping with the Army's tradition of looking after the families of its soldiers even after their
sacrifice,” he said. The officer said the biggest strength of a soldier on duty is his belief that if he sacrifices his
life in the service of the nation, his family would be looked after by the army. The initiative is an attempt to
“fulfil this obligation™.
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NASA set to launch first mission to study
'heart' of Mars

NASA's first-ever mission to study the deep interior of Mars is on schedule to launch this week, the US
space agency said. The Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport
(InSight) is the first planetary mission to take off from the West Coast of US. Most of US' interplanetary
missions take off from the Kennedy Space Center (KSC) in Florida, located on the East Coast of the country.
Launching on the same rocket is a separate NASA technology experiment known as Mars Cube One (MarCO).
MarCO consists of two mini-spacecraft and will be the first test of CubeSat technology in deep space.

They are designed to test new communications and navigation capabilities for future missions and may
aid InSight communications. InSight is targeted to launch on May 5 at 7:05 am EDT (4:35 pm, Indian
Standard Time) from Space Launch Complex-3 at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California aboard a United
Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas V rocket. The lander will study the deep interior of Mars to learn how all rocky
planets formed, including Earth and its Moon. Its instruments include a seismometer to detect marsquakes and
a probe that will monitor the flow of heat in the planet's subsurface. The United Launch Alliance two-stage
Atlas V 401 launch vehicle will produce 3.8 million Newton of thrust as it climbs away from its launch pad
at Vandenberg Air Force Base. During the first 17 seconds of powered flight, the Atlas V will climb vertically
above its launch pad. Then it will begin a manoeuvre that will place it on a trajectory towards Earth's South
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