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UP defence corridor will boost preparedness: Sitharaman
Lucknow: Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday said the proposed Rs 20,000-crore
defence industrial corridor in Uttar Pradesh will boost preparedness of the armed forces and leverage the
existing ordnance factories and PSU establishments in the state.
Addressing reporters on the sidelines of the UP Investors Summit 2018 here, Sitharaman said Indian
soldiers deployed at the borders "do not get appropriate" arms and ammunition on time or they get "faulty
arms", affecting their preparedness.
When the defence corridor begins operation, she said, it will cut the transportation time lost in importing
them and boost the preparedness of the defence forces.
"We can test them (here), and supply them," she said.
The defence minister cited the example of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), which manufactures
aircraft. She said the HAL need not manufacture "small nuts and engines" as they are a Tier-1 company.
"They (should) take accessories used in manufacturing an aeroplane from different companies and
assemble parts using higher-end technology," she said.
"Tier-1 companies are already in the state. In Kanpur, there are six ordnance factory units, which you
can treat as comparable with HAL, but they are not in a position to do so," she said.
She said the government will "revive and activate" these units. "They will outsource more, so that
private industrial units could take orders from them. In other words, there is an eco-system, but virtually
negligible. These units are physically present, but not active," she said.
Asked whether there's a plan to revive the ordnance factories, Sitharaman said: "The larger interest is
revival of all (the factories)."
"Our team will go to each city, call smaller industrial units and brief them about the defence
requirements. Based on those, it will ask them what could be manufactured by them. Our team will tell the
units about the quality and also help them in getting the required technology," she said.
The ministry of defence will take steps to promote private investments, set up infrastructure for blast
testing of arms and ammunition in the proposed corridor, she added.
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Indian Navy to get sub rescue system
Scotland-based JFD completes £193 million worth project.
London: A Scotland-based company has announced the completion of a new submarine rescue system
due to be delivered to the Indian Navy in March.
JFD has a contract worth £193 million with the Indian Navy for the supply of two complete “flyaway
submarine rescue systems,” including Deep Search and Rescue Vehicles (DSRV), Launch and Recovery
Systems (LARS) equipment, Transfer Under Pressure (TUP) systems, and all logistics and support equipment
required to operate the service.
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The first set of equipment has been designed, manufactured, integrated and ready for testing by JFD
prior to shipping next month for final commissioning and trials. The remaining set of certified systems are due
to be delivered to the Indian Navy in June.
“India is an important strategic partner and we encourage further cooperation between the Indian armed
forces and innovative UK companies,” said Simon Everest, the Head of the UK government’s Department for
Intern-ational Trade’s Defence and Security Organisation ahead of a completion ceremony at JFD’s Renfrew
Manufacturing Facility in Scotland on Friday.
The ceremony will mark a world-first in final integration of a sub rescue system within a single
manufacturing facility, the firm said.
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China probes violation of UN sanctions on NK
China is “highly concerned” about a reported ship-to-ship transfer on the high seas that could violate UN
sanctions on North Korea and has launched an investigation, the foreign ministry said today. Spokesman Geng
Shuang said China would “seriously deal” with any Chinese individuals or enterprises found to be involved in
the incident reported earlier this week by Japan. “China is highly concerned about the situation and we are in
the middle of an investigation,” Geng said at a regularly scheduled news conference.
Punishment of any Chinese entities found to have been involved would be carried out “based on solid
evidence and in accordance with Chinese laws and regulations,” he said. A Japanese maritime Self Defense
Force PC-3 surveillance plane and an escort ship saw a North Korean flagged tanker alongside a smaller ship
on February 16 about 250 kms off Shanghai in the East China Sea, Japan's foreign ministry said late Tuesday.
Photos posted on the ministry's website show the two ships with what appear to be hoses running between
them. The ministry identified the North Korean tanker as the Yu Jong 2.
It said the other vessel is of unknown nationality, but had “Min Ning De You 078” written in Chinese on
its bow, which is shorthand for an oil ship from Ningde city in China's coastal Fujian province. It was the third
such incident reported by Japan in the past month.
China has signed on to increasingly tough United Nations sanctions on North Korea over its nuclear
weapons program, and Geng said Beijing recently issued a statement explicitly banning ship-to-ship transfers
in accordance with UN resolutions. China is North Korea's biggest trading partner and a traditional ally, but
ties between them have soured over the North's nuclear and missile tests and its refusal to return to Chinese
hosted denuclearisation talks.
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SpaceX deploys satellites, to bring internet to all
SpaceX launched two other mini satellites into orbit to assess the viability of its CEO Elon Musk’s
dream of creating the Starlink constellation — a network of satellites to deliver low-cost, high-speed
internet globally.
Early on Thursday morning, SpaceX successfully launched an Earth observation satellite from the
Vandenberg Air Force Base in California using its workhorse Falcon-9 rocket. But it wasn’t a routine launch.
SpaceX launched two other mini satellites into orbit to assess the viability of its CEO Elon Musk’s dream of
creating the Starlink constellation — a network of satellites to deliver low-cost, high-speed internet globally.
“Today’s Falcon launch carries 2 SpaceX test satellites for global broadband. If successful, Starlink
constellation will serve least served.” Musk said in a tweet on February 21. The main payload of the rocket
was a radar-imaging satellite built for Spain, the Paz.
Starlink is expected to have over 12,000 small satellites — more than all the satellites that have been
launched in history — that will be placed in two layers of satellite constellation at a low Earth orbit (LEO) of
4,425 satellites at altitudes ranging from 1,110 km to 1,325 km, and very low Earth orbit (VLEO) of 7,518
satellites operating at altitudes from 335 km to 346 km.
While the LEO Constellation will provide high-speed broadband service around the world, the VLEO
Constellation is expected to enhance capacity by being able to focus on a narrower area.
SpaceX also achieved another milestone on Thursday, when it recovered at least one of the fairings —
the nosecone on top of the rocket that covers the payload.
It is usually not recovered after a mission but this time, SpaceX decided to invest in getting it back.
SpaceX’s mission is to make rockets fully reusable, which will reduce the cost of space exploration by at least
a hundredfold.
After the launch, the nosecone separates into two fairings after it has deployed the payload. SpaceX
fitted its nosecone with a parachute, which helped reduce the speed at which it returned to Earth. SpaceX
placed a boat named Mr Steven at the spot the fairings were expected to splashdown, and fitted Mr Steven
with a giant net to catch them. But one of the fairings landed several hundred metres away on water, though it
didn’t seem to have suffered any damage.
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