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Fri, 02 Feb, 2018 

Jaitley gives Defence budget 8% hike, unlikely to 

even cover rise in cost 
As a percentage of GDP, defence expenditure has fallen steadily from 2.33% of GDP in 2016-17 to 

2.23% in the current year 

By Ajai Shukla 

The 2018-19 Budget has raised defence allocations from the current year’s revised estimate of Rs 3.74 

trillion to Rs 4.04 trillion, an increase of Rs 303.61 billion, or 8.1 per cent, which, analysts say, is insufficient 

to even cover year-on-year inflation in manpower and equipment costs. 

These figures include all 

government expenditure on 

defence, such as allocations 

to the ministry, defence 

pension, revenue and 

capital expenditure, 

research and development 

(R&D), and production. 

The defence ministry, for 

reasons unclear, excludes 

pension from 

the Budget figures. 

While military 

planners would be 

dissatisfied with the small overall increase, the silver lining is the expenditure of the entire capital budget this 

year without surrendering billions of rupees, as the military did the previous two years. 

However, the increase in capital allocations, which have risen from Rs 0.91 trillion in the current year to 

Rs 0.99 trillion in 2018-19, constitutes a rise of just 8.9 per cent, which defence analysts and industry regard as 

inadequate, given the large number of defence procurements in the pipeline. 

Jayant Patil, who is whole-time director at Larsen & Toubro and heads the defence business, said the 

capital budget had been raised by Rs 80 billion after being largely flat for two years. 

“While this is inadequate for India’s defence modernisation needs, the additional capital allocation can 

leverage new contracts up to Rs 500-600 billion, over and above the contracts concluded this year, assuming 

that committed liabilities for earlier contracts remain approximately unchanged,” noted Patil. 

 “Overall, the increase seems too small to be able to conclude any large Make in India contracts under 

the ‘strategic partner’ route in the current year,” he said. 

Once again, manpower costs – especially defence pension – will account for the bulk of the budget. The 

allocation for pensions rose from Rs 878 billion in 2016-17 to Rs 950 billion in this year’s revised estimates – 

a rise of 8.1 per cent. For 2018-19, the allocation has risen to Rs 1,088 billion, a worrying rise of almost 15 per 

cent. 

Calculating defence spending as a proportion of government expenditure, it has fallen steadily from 17.8 

per cent in 2016-17 to 16.8 per cent in the current year, and is pegged at 16.5 per cent in 2018-19. As a 
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percentage of gross domestic product, defence expenditure has fallen steadily from 2.33 per cent of GDP in 

2016-17 to 2.23 per cent in the current year; and is pegged at 2.16 per cent in this Budget. 

Several defence analysts, including some closely linked with the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, have 

publicly argued for pegging defence expenditure at 3 per cent of GDP, which they consider the minimum for 

countering a two-front threat from China and Pakistan, combating two-three internal insurgencies, and 

dominating a 7,500 coastline and the Indian Ocean beyond. 

In his budget speech, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, who has been stopgap defence minister twice in the 

NDA government, talked up defence reforms. “We will take measures to develop two defence industrial 

production corridors in the country. The government will also bring out an industry friendly Defence 

Production Policy 2018 to promote domestic production by public sector, private sector, and MSMEs,” he 

said. 

Jaitley did not mention there is already a defence production policy of 2011, which was promulgated 

with fanfare by the UPA government, and then ignored by both governments since. 
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For salaried class, savings get a slight Pruning, says 

Surya Bhatia 
A target of 3.3 per cent for 2018-19 and the ongoing fiscal to close at 3.5 per cent with some fiscal 

slippage is what most economists will live with 

By Surya Bhatia 

Expectations from Union Budget 2018-19 have been on a higher side than usual. And why not? This was 

the last full Budget before general election, and this government has done what no other previous governments 

could do, like demonetisation and GST, and making these a reality. 

Yes, the Budget was expected to keep an eye on next year’s elections and, hence, was to be on a populist 

side. The key areas addressed in the Budget was, as expected, a huge push on rural spending — be it housing, 

electricity, toilets, infrastructure, healthcare, farming or education — while still trying to keep the fiscal deficit 

within reasonable reach. A target of 3.3 per cent for 2018-19 and the ongoing fiscal to close at 3.5 per cent 

with some fiscal slippage is what most economists will live with. 

The brownie points were scored by finance minister Arun Jaitley with the key focus on healthcare, 

supposed to be the largest in the world. The launch of National Health Protection Scheme, providing cover to 

10 crore poor families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) and providing coverage up to Rs 5 lakh per 

family per year along with setting up 24 new government medical colleges and hospitals by upgrading existing 

district hospitals in the country. Once implemented, this will ensure adequate distribution of medical colleges 

and hospitals in each state of the country is commendable. 

Also, it was ensured that the promises made in the earlier Budget of reducing corporate tax to 25 per cent 

was addressed when the lower tax slab of 25 per cent currently applicable for corporates with a turnover up to 

Rs 50 crore was enhanced to Rs 250 crore. This typically covers 99 per cent of corporate taxpayers. 

In the personal income tax category, the expectations were really high — that there will be an increase in 

tax slabs, deductions will become higher and better. But not much was on offer. There was no change in the 

income tax slabs. Education cess, which was 3 per cent earlier, has been renamed as health and education cess 

and raised to 4 per cent To compensate the salaried class, standard deduction gets reintroduced with the 

exemption limit of Rs 40,000. 

But, the government took away the existing transport allowance of Rs 19,200 and reimbursement of 

miscellaneous medical expenses of Rs 15, 000 totalling to Rs 34, 200, leaving only Rs 5,800 as the real benefit 

to salaries class. 

The exemption is way too less in the real world where the prices are sky rocketing and the inflation is 

again inching up. For senior citizens, exemption of interest income on deposits with banks and post offices 

will be increased from Rs 10,000 to Rs 50,000. 

Further, increasing the limit of deduction for medical expenditure in respect of certain defined critical 

illness from Rs 60,000 in case of senior citizens and from Rs 80,000 for very senior citizens, to Rs 1 lakh for 

all senior citizens, under Section 80DDB, is a welcome move towards easing the dignity and life of senior 

citizens. 

There have been rumours in the markets that the long-term capital gain taxation would be tweaked and 

there was hope against hope that Jaitley may just leave it again. But on the plea of buoyant equity markets and 

the huge income flow of Rs 3.67 lakh crore, which was exempt income, he made a strong case of bringing it in 

the tax net. 
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Hence, any long-term capital gain exceeding Rs 1 lakh is going to be taxed at the rate of 10 per cent 

without allowing the benefit of any indexation. However, all gains accrued up to January 31, 2018 — the day 

before Budget announcement — will be “grandfathered”. The gains from equity share held up to 1 year 

continue to remain short-term capital gain and continues to be taxed at 15 per cent. 

In addition, there is another levy in the form of dividend distribution tax on equity-oriented mutual funds 

at 10 per cent. As part of this, anyone taking an income in the form of dividends needs to convert in a growth 

plan and start using SWP (Systematic Withdrawal Plan). 

This will enable investor to continue getting a regular income and still let it remain as tax efficient. The 

only additional work an investor has to do is to define the income to be planned from the investment with the 

focus that income should not be higher than the incremental gain in the investment. To sum it up, it was on the 

expected lines and was a Bharat Budget – the real intent being rural-focused. 
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Second World War bomb defused in Hong Kong 
A wartime bomb was defused in Hong Kong on Thursday after forcing a busy commercial district into 

lockdown, with roads closed and thousands evacuated from surrounding shops, hotels and offices. 

It was the second time within a week that an American bomb dropped during the Second World War has 

been discovered here. 
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US missile defense test unsuccessful: Official 
A SM-3 Block IIA missile was launched from an Aegis Ashore test site in Hawaii, but failed to hit 

another missile launched from an aircraft, said an official. 

The US military carried out an unsuccessful test to shoot down an incoming dummy missile from Hawaii 

on Wednesday, a US official said, amid heightened concerns about North Korea’s developing missile and 

nuclear program. 

The official, speaking on the condition, said a SM-3 Block IIA missile was launched from an Aegis 

Ashore test site in Hawaii, but failed to hit another missile launched from an aircraft. 

The missile, which is being developed by Raytheon Co, is used to target intermediate range missiles and 

is being developed with Japan. 

The Missile Defense Agency did not comment on the outcome of the test, but confirmed that one had 

taken place. 

“The Missile Defense Agency and US Navy sailors manning the Aegis Ashore Missile Defense Test 

Complex (AAMDTC) conducted a live-fire missile flight test using a Standard-Missile (SM)-3 Block IIA 

missile launched from the Pacific Missile Range Facility, Kauai, Hawaii, Wednesday morning,” Mark Wright, 

a spokesman for the agency, said. 

An intercept test for the missile last June also failed, but there was a successful test in early 2017. 
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The last year has seen ramped-up North Korean missile launches, some of them over Japanese territory, 

and its sixth and most powerful nuclear test. These actions have prompted a stepped-up US-led campaign to 

toughen UN sanctions, which Pyongyang has called an act of war. 
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New blood test accurately detects Alzheimer’s 

in advance 
The blood test, currently only available for research- related purposes, measures a specific peptide to 

inform if a patient has the very earliest stages of Alzheimer's. The test developed and validated by scientists 

from Japan and Australia could speed up the pace of Alzheimer's disease drug trials. 

Scientists have developed a blood test for Alzheimer’s disease which can tell with 90 per cent accuracy 

if a patient is at the risk of developing the brain disorder. The blood test, currently only available for research- 

related purposes, measures a specific peptide to inform if a patient has the very earliest stages of Alzheimer’s. 

The test developed and validated by scientists from Japan and Australia could speed up the pace of 

Alzheimer’s disease drug trials. 

“This new test has the potential to eventually disrupt the expensive and invasive scanning and spinal 

fluid technologies,” said Professor Colin Masters from The University of Melbourne. “In the first instance, 

however, it will be an invaluable tool in increasing the speed of screening potential patients 

for new drug trials,” said Masters, who co-led the research published in the journal Nature. Progress in 

developing new therapeutic strategies for Alzheimer’s disease has been disappointingly slow, researchers 

said. None of the three drugs currently on the market treat the underlying disease. New drugs are urgently 

required, and the only way to do that is to speed up the whole process, they said. 

“That requires trials with rigorous and economical patient selection, to avoid recruiting patients who may 

not even have Alzheimer’s disease. Due to the long time-spans involved, pharmaceutical companies require 

accurate predictions of who is most at risk,” said Masters. One of the essential hallmarks of Alzheimer’s 

disease is the buildup of an abnormal peptide in the brain, called beta-amyloid. The process starts silently 

about 30 years before any outward signs of dementia. 

Current tests for beta-amyloid are expensive, invasive and include brain scans with radioactive tracers, 

or analysing spinal fluid taken via a lumbar puncture. Diagnosis is usually made without these tools, rather by 

assessing a patient’s range of symptoms. The new test was the result of an extensive international 

collaboration. The key technology, known as IP-MS, was developed by Shimadzu Corporation in Japan. Blood 

samples from patients in a large study from the Japanese National Center for Geriatrics and Gerontology 

(NCGG) were analysed to identify the relevant peptides. 

  



6 
 

 

Fri, 02 Feb, 2018 

अज्ञान से उपजा ग्रहण का भय 
चंद्रग्रहण और सूययग्रहण जहां पूरी तरह स्पष्ट खगोलीय घटनाएं हैं, वही ंदुननया में ऐसे लोग भी हैं नजनके नलए ग्रहण 

नकसी खतरे का प्रतीक है। जैसे कई बार इस मौके पर दुननया के खाते्म या भयंकर उथल-पुथल की चेतावनी की बात फैलाई 

जाती है। 

लेखक : नवजन कुमार पांडेय 

बुधवार 31 जनवरी को इस साल यानी 2018 का पहला चंद्रग्रहण लगा। इस दिन भारत के साथ-साथ दवदभन्न िेश के लोगों को 

‘ब्लडमून’, ‘सुपरमून’ और ‘ब्लूमून’ की एक िुललभ खगोलीय घटना िेखने को दमली। नासा के अनुसार दपछली बार ऐसा ग्रहण 1982 

में लगा था और इसके बाि ऐसा मौका 2033 में यानी पच्चीस साल के बाि आएगा। इस बार भी चंद्रग्रहण में चांि हमेशा की तरह स े

थोड़ा बड़ा, लाल और चमकिार दिखा। इस चंद्रग्रहण का सबसे अच्छा नजारा भारत और ऑस्ट्रेदलया में दिखा। इस िुललभ खगोलीय 

घटना को भारत के लोग दबना टेलीस्कोप की मिि के आंखों स ेसीधे िेख सके । इसके अलावा यह िुललभ नजारा पूरे उत्तर अमेररका, 

प्रशांत क्षेत्र, पूवी एदशया, रूस के पूवी भाग, इंडोनेदशया, ऑस्ट्रेदलया और न्यूजीलैंड में भी दिखा। िरअसल, सुपरमून एक आकाशीय 

घटना है, दजसमें चांि अपनी कक्षा में धरती के सबसे नजिीक होता ह ैऔर पूणल चांि को साफ तौर पर िेखा जा सकता है। दपछले कु छ 

समय के िौरान इस मौके पर लोगों को तीसरी बार सुपरमून िेखने का मौका दमला है। इससे पहले तीन दिसंबर और एक जनवरी को 

भी सुपरमून दिखा था। 

चंद्रग्रहण और सूयलग्रहण जहां पूरी तरह स्पष्ट खगोलीय घटनाएं हैं, वहीं िुदनया में ऐस ेलोग भी हैं दजनके दलए ग्रहण दकसी खतरे 

का प्रतीक है। जैसे कई बार इस मौके पर िुदनया के खात्मे या भयंकर उथल-पुथल की चेतावनी की बात फै लाई जाती है। िरअसल, 

इस तरह के ग्रहण चूंदक एक बड़ ेतबके के दलए अबूझ रहे, इसदलए ऐस ेज्यािातर लोगों को यह दजतना अचंदभत करता रहा है, उतना 

ही डराता भी रहा है। असल में जब तक मनुष्य को ग्रहण की वजहों की सही जानकारी नहीं थी, उसने असमय सूरज को घेरती इस 

अंधेरी छाया को लेकर कई कल्पनाएं कीं, कई कहादनयां गढ़ीं। सातवीं सिी के यूनानी कदव आकीलकस न ेकहा था दक भरी 

िोपहररया में अंधेरा छा गया तो इससे लोग डरने लगे। मज ेकी बात यह ह ैदक आज जब हम ग्रहण के वैज्ञादनक कारण जानते हैं, तब 

भी ग्रहण स ेजुड़ी य ेकहादनयां और अंधदवश्वास बरकरार हैं। दहंिू दमथकों में इस तरह के ग्रहण को अमृतमंथन और राहु-के तु नामक 

िैत्ों की कहानी स ेजोड़ा जाता ह ैऔर इससे जुड़े कई अंधदवश्वास भी प्रचदलत हैं। िरअसल, सत्रहवीं सिी के अंदतम वर्षों तक भी 

अदधकतर लोगों को यह मालूम नहीं था दक ग्रहण क्ो ंहोता है। हालांदक आठवीं शताब्दी स ेही खगोलशास्त्रियों को इनके वैज्ञादनक 

कारणों की जानकारी थी। इस संबंध में जानकारी के अभाव की मुख्य वजह थी- संचार और दशक्षा की कमी। जानकारी का प्रचार-

प्रसार मुस्त्रिल था, दजसके कारण अंधदवश्वास पनपते रहे। प्राचीन समय में मनुष्य की दिनचयाल कु िरत के दनयमों के दहसाब स े

संचादलत होती थी। इन दनयमों में कोई भी फे रबिल मनुष्य को बेचैन करने के दलए काफी होता था। 

प्राचीन काल में खगोलीय उतार-चढ़ाव के िौरान सूयल का दछपना लोगों को डराता था और इसीदलए इससे जुड़ी तरह-तरह की 

कहादनयां प्रचदलत हो गई थीं। इनमें सबसे व्यापक रूप था सूरज को ग्रसने वाले िानव का। एक ओर पदिमी एदशया में मान्यता थी दक 

ग्रहण के िौरान डरैगन सूरज को दनगलने की कोदशश करता ह ैऔर इसदलए वहां उस डरैगन को भगाने के दलए ढोल-नगाड़े बजाए जाते 

थे। वहीं चीन में मान्यता थी दक सूरज को दनगलने की कोदशश करने वाला िरअसल स्वगल का एक कु त्ता है। पेरुवादसयों के मुतादबक 

यह एक दवशाल प्यूमा था और वाइदकं ग मान्यता थी दक ग्रहण के समय आसमानी भेदड़यों का जोड़ा सूरज पर हमला करता है। लेदकन 

सभी सभ्यताओं में ग्रहण भय का प्रतीक नहीं था। टोगो और बेदनन में बैटामैलाइबा लोगों की मान्यता थी दक ग्रहण के िौरान सूरज और 

चांि आपस में झगड़ा कर रहे होते हैं। इसदलए उन्हें आपस में सुलह करने के दलए प्रेररत करने के मकसि स ेलोग ग्रहण के िौरान 

अपने पुराने झगड़ ेसुलझाते थ ेऔर िुश्मनों को माफ करते थे। इसी तरह िदक्षणी प्रशांत क्षेत्र के मूल दनवासी और अमेररका के उत्तर-

पदिम तट पर रहने वाले स्थानीय अमेररकी कबीलों का दवश्वास था दक सूरज और चांि प्रेमी-प्रेदमका हैं और ग्रहण के िौरान व ेधरती स े

पिाल कर प्रेमलीला करते हैं। 

िरअसल, ग्रहण के बारे में दवदभन्न सभ्यताओं का नजररया इस बात पर दनभलर करता ह ैदक वहां प्रकृ दत दकतनी उिार या 

अनुिार है। जहां जीवन मुस्त्रिल है, वहां िेवी-िेवताओं के भी क्र र और डरावने होने की कल्पना की गई और इसीदलए वहां ग्रहण स े

जुड़ी कहादनयां भी डरावनी हैं। जहां जीवन आसान है, भरपूर खाने-पीने की चीजें मौजूि हैं, वहां ईश्वर स ेमानव का ररश्ता बेहि प्रेमपूणल 

होता ह ैऔर उनके दमथक भी ऐस ेही होते हैं। मध्यकालीन यूरोप में प्लेग और युद्ों स ेजनता त्रस्त रहती थी। ऐस ेमें सूयलग्रहण या 

चंद्रग्रहण उन्हें बाइदबल में प्रलय के वणलन की याि दिलाता था। पहले के लोग ग्रहण को प्रलय स ेक्ो ंजोड़ते थे, इस ेसमझना बेहि 

आसान है। बाइदबल में उल्लेख ह ैदक कयामत के दिन सूरज दबल्क ल काला हो जाएगा और चांि लाल रंग का हो जाएगा। सूयलग्रहण 
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और चंद्रग्रहण में क्रमश: ऐसा ही होता है। दफर लोगों का जीवन भी छोटा था और उनके जीवन में ऐसी खगोलीय घटना बमुस्त्रिल एक 

बार ही घट पाती थी, इसदलए यह और भी डराती थी। 

लेदकन अज्ञान स ेउपजी ऐसी धारणाओं के बीच जीने वाले समाजों में लोगों को ग्रहण स ेडरा कर बेजा फायिा भी उठाया गया 

है। यों ग्रहण की जानकारी रखने वालों न ेभी इसका इस्तेमाल अपने फायिे के दलए दकया है। 1504 में जब दक्रस्ट्ोफर कोलंबस का 

जहाज जमैका के तट स ेटकरा गया और जहाज के कमलचाररयों के भूखे मरने की नौबत आ गई तो कोलंबस न ेचंद्रग्रहण की सटीक 

जानकारी के जररए आकाशीय शस्त्रियों पर अपने दनयंत्रण का िावा दकया, तादक स्थानीय अरावाक इंदडयन उन्हें रसि मुहैया कराएं । 

कई बार ग्रहण स ेजुड़े अंधदवश्वासों को और फै लाया गया, तादक लोगों को सही जानकारी न हो और उनके अज्ञान का इस्तेमाल अपने 

हक में दकया जा सके । लेदकन ज्ञान में दवस्तार के साथ संचार माध्यमों की शुरुआत के बाि ग्रहण के बारे में जानकारी बढ़ने लगी। 

सत्रहवीं सिी के यूरोपीय अखबारों में ग्रहण स ेजुड़ी खतरनाक भदवष्यवादणयां तो नजर आती हैं, लेदकन ऐसी खबरें भी दिख जाती हैं 

दक य ेसारी भदवष्यवादणयां बकवास हैं। य ेसब यह कु छ और नहीं, बस्त्रल्क सौर प्रणाली स ेजुड़ी घटनाएं भर है। लेदकन आज जब हम 

ग्रहण के वैज्ञादनक कारणों को जानते हैं, उसके बाि भी इस तरह के अंधदवश्वास क्ो ंप्रचदलत हैं? इसके पीछे संयोग भी है। अगर 

दकसी ग्रहण के आसपास कोई जन्म या मृत्ु होती ह ैतो जो लोग ज्योदतर्ष दवद्या में दवश्वास करते हैं, व ेइस ेग्रहण स ेजोड़ लेते हैं। जबदक 

यह मात्र संयोग होता है। इन दमथकों के प्रचदलत रहने का एक और कारण भी है। ग्रहण की प्रदतदक्रया हमारे शरीर पर भी होती है। 

जब हम कोई ग्रहण िेखते हैं तो हमारी धड़कनें तेज हो जाती हैं, शरीर के तापमान और सांसों की गदत में बिलाव आता है, पुतदलयां 

फै ल जाती हैं और पसीना आन ेलगता है। माना जाता ह ैदक इसके पीछे मनोवैज्ञादनक कारण हैं। कु िरत के बारे में हममें अंतदनलदहत 

समझ होती है। जब सूयलग्रहण जैसा कु छ िेखते हैं जो हमारी समझ के दहसाब स ेअसंभव ह ैतो प्रदतदक्रया में दिमाग शरीर को य ेसारे 

संके त भेजता है। दफर हम सभी के शरीर में एक ही तरह की प्रदतदक्रया होती है, लेदकन हम उनका क्ा अथल दनकालते हैं, यह हमारी 

संस्क दत पर दनभलर करता है। अज्ञान स ेअंधदवश्वास पर आधाररत कोई धारणा बनेगी और ज्ञान स ेनई रोशनी पैिा होगी। 

 

 

 

 


